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INTRODUCTORY ‘;. 
-- 

1 am neither historian, scholar nor savant. In 
the way education is commonly understood, I have 
precious little. I graduated from a poor common 
school to the factory and from there to the union hall 
and labor editorial chair. What little I gathered came 
at the expense of sleepless nights during the years I 
worked ten hours per clay in a chair factory. 

But this I claim: I have searched for truth and 
for the cause of things to the best of my ability. 

There is nothing original in this little history 
with the exception of a few poor jokes, puns and il- 
lustrations which I have inserted to keep my working 
class reader awake, for I know from experience how 
difficult it is for a tired person to follow “dry history.” 

The material contained herein can be found in 
any good public library. It is scattered in hundreds 
of bulky volumes. But I also know that wage work- 
ers and farmers rarely see the inside of a public 
library. However, it is not only the producing classes 
v;ho suffer from a woeful lack of historic knowiedge. 
Even our so-called educated classes possess only the 
faintest smattering of this important science. And 
one of the aims of this little history is to awaken a 
more general desire for historic knowledge. Its main 
purpose is to lift the idealistic cover from war and 
show by historic example the base sordid an3 selfish 
motives which throw nations into war. 

In seeking to demonstrate the economic bases ot' 

great upheavals like wars and revolutions, I am IT-e11 
aware of the fact of having slighted the role p!ayed by 
idealists. There always have been men who in utter 
disregard of personal or class interests, proclaimed 
the faith that was within them. There always have 
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been men who starved, bled and died for their con- 
victions, be those convictions religious, economic, 
&litical or scientific. There always have been men 
who cotild look past class interest and national 
boundary lines and behold mankind as one family 
and the earth as our common home. 

-These prophets and seers, poets and savants 
form the front rank of the advance guard of mankind. 

They are the common property of humanity and 
it. would be folly to maintain that our own country 
has not contributed its share to this precious group 
of immortals. 

In the brief space of one century we have given 
the world Jefferson, Garrison, Wendel Phillips, Lin- 
coln and Debs. 

: Indeed for a young people we have been singular- 
ly .blessed with great idealists but this we must re- 
member : Idealism without a profound knowledge 
df: the forces which move society is an unsafe guide. 

. 4dealism armed with knowledge can lead a people 
%o.the portals of heaven. Deprived of knowledge it 
may lead them to the very gates of .hell. As a people 
we are not lacking in idealism but we are woefully 
lacking in knowledge of history and economics. These 
two great branches -of science are the Book with 
Seven Seals to the average man. If this humble book- 
let will contribute ever so little to bring the light of 
historic knowledge to a greater number of my fellow 
Americans and thereby widen their usefulness to 
country, race and mankind, I shall be well repaid for 
the trouble it may cause me at some future day. 

.‘. ._ 
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Life and Deeds of Uncle Sati’ 
Oscar Ameringel 

Economic Detewtinisnt. .: 
If you are just an ordinary mortal then. you 

don’t. know what “economic determinism” is., Wel!, 
it isn’t part of a steam turbine. Neither is it a poi- 
son they put in medicine. It’s got nothing to do with 
algebra or any other thing where they put an S or 
0 or H before or after something which you can’t 
make out. Only scientific men, like myself, know. 
what it is. It’s mighty lucky you ran across this lit- 
tle book; otherwise you might have heard the term a 
thousand times without knowing any more about it 
than a Professor of History. Economic Determinism, 
brother, is the thing that makes people turn their 
noses in the direction whence they hear the jingle of 
easy money. 

Great masses of people are not set in motion in 
a given direction just because somebody doesn’t like 
their religion. Wars and revolutions are not fought 
because some folks would rather have a red and blue 
than a black and white flag. Way down at the bot-. 
tom of every human movement are the selfish mate- 
rial interests of classes which strive against other. 
classes in an endeavor to make an easier living. Now 
the easiest way to get a living is to get someone to 

* get it for you. Hence men struggle continuously td 
make others work for them, or to throw off the yoke 
of those they work for. The struggle is called the 
class struggle. . ,’ 

When somebody talks about carrying ‘the .cross, 
the flag, freedom, -or civilization to other. peop1.e you: 
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can bet your bottom boots that those people have got 
something the other fellow wants. 

Once a little Jew boy was fighting with a couple 
of street urchins on the sidewalk in front of his 
father’s store. When the old man noticed the scrap 
he yelled, “Quit dat fighting, Ikey.” “I can’t, dad- 
dy,” shouted back the struggling warrior, “they 
called me a sheeney.” 

“Nebber mind vot dey call you, you was a- fool 
to take dot beating,” replied the old Aaron. “I can’t 
quit, they said I was a Christ killer,” yelled Ikey be- 
tween blows. ‘Vat you care vot they say you vos,” 
shouted the old man. 

“But daddy, I can’t quit, I’ve got my foot on a 
nickel,” came from Ikey’s swollen lips. 

That nickel under Ikey’s foot was the basic 
cause of war between him and the other kids. And 
all the gab about sheeney and Christ killers, and be- 
ing insulted, was only the ideal expression of a ma- 
terial interest. 

It’s the same thing with the big boys whom we 
grown-ups call great men. When these folks talk 
about fighting for justice, eternal right, glory, the 
flag, God, fatherland, or avenging an insult to the na- 
tion, watch out for the nickel under the foot. It’s 
there every time and when you understand this you 
also understand what is meant by the term “Eco- 
nomic Determinism.” 

WHY AMERICA ri’AS DISCOVERED 
:. WHEN IT WAS DISCOVERED 

The principal trade route from India to Europe 
used to pass through.the country which is now called 
Turkey. Over this trade route came the Ispices, 
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drugs, dyes; perfumes, precious stones, silks, rugs 
and other luxuries enjoyed by the ruling classes of 
Europe of that time. 

About A. D. 1300 roads began to be disturbed 
by the rise of the Turks, who, being warriors, had the 
utmost contempt for trade and traders. With the 
fall of Constantinople in 1453, the transport of lux- 
uries from India to Europe ended. The loss of this 
valuable trade caused great heart ache among the 
merchants and their high class customers. They had- 
sent numerous crusades to the Holy Land to make 
these trade routes safe for Christianity. And when 
the crusades failed, the Kiwanis Clubs and Cham- 
bers of Commerce of that period began to look for a 
water route to India. 

By that time, some wise men had already dis- 
covered that the earth was round. From this, nav- 
igators deducted that if they kept sailing toward the 
east they would hit India the other way ‘round. One 
of these navigators was Christopher Columbus, who 
was grub-staked for the prospecting tour by the 
King and Queen of Spain, who were the protectors 
of Trade and Faith of their age. 

Of course, Columbus only braved the dangers of 
the briny deep to bring salvation and delivery from 
damnation to the benighted heathen he might run 
across. It seems, however, that his missionary 
ardor was rather uncalled for, because, writing 
from the Brahma group of islands, he informed the 
king : “Their (the natives) conversation is the 

.sweetest imaginable, their faces always smiling and 
so gentle and affectionate are they that I swear to 
your highness there is no better people in the world.“* 

‘.’ 

*Thwailes “The Colonies” gage 23% ’ ,.: 
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i Two years later he sent another letter to Fer-: 
dinand ‘and Isabella in which he called attention to 
the prospeit for gold in the Island and to the In-. 
diahs as.a good source of slave labor. By that time 
the “‘sweet conversation and smiling faces” of the In-’ 
dians must have disappeared because Columbus de- 
scribed them as “a wild people fit for any work, who 
will be better than any other kind of slaves.“‘x 

The King tumbled and commencing in 1509 40,- 
000 of the smiling aboriginees found their way to 
eternal bliss by way of the gold mines of-‘Cuba. 

Why America? 
When Columbus landed on our shores he did not 

know he had discovered a new world and the natives 
understood too little of geography to tell him bet- 
ter. So when he asked them if this was India and 
they were the Indians they said, “sure.Mike” and the 
name has stuck to them ever since. 

Later on one of my ancestors, America, as Amer- 
inger is called in Italian, discovered that the land 
to the west of our coast is. all water, from which he- 
deducted,that the new country was a country on its 
own hook. A German map maker by the name of 
Waldseemueller thought Americo was a nice name, 
as it is, so he slapped it on, but being a little rusty on 
Italian he spelled it ‘.‘America.” -That is how it came 
about that the,natives of America are called Indians 

e. while the foreigners who settled them and their 
country- call themselves Americans. 

: 
WHY PEOPLE MJGRA TED TO.. AMERICA 

.^. 
,, . . . 

The ,Germans.’ . . . 
No self-respecting man will .admit ’ that he::’ 

comes frdm“‘poor’ stock ‘or that he left his native ’ 

*Old So&Leaflet No. i3~..~-.” ’ ‘2 ,.. L’ : 
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heath because.there weren’t .enough eating aqples on 
: the family tree. ..Hence, most of the poor folks,,who .* 
,came to .America emigrated, “to escape religious 
-persecution.” .- 
I ., It cannot .b,e denied, however, that religious per- 
.secution .did its fair share in those days to make peo- 1 
ple seek pea& and eatables among the heathen in 
the American wilderness. 

Germany just,then had gone through a religious 
: war that had lasted thirty years. The question under 
.d.iscussion was; “Shall priests and nobles together 
rob the working people’in partnership, or shall the 
.pobles do the job alone?” When the religious ( ?) con- 
. troversy was ended, Germany-was a howling wilder- 
ness. More people. were killed, were starved to death 
and. died during epidemics than in any other war be- 
fore or after. (Written before the World War). As 

‘ .a shining example of what a war really ought to be, 
.the thirty.years’ war is the model that. all lovers of 
,war should pattern after. The Protestant armies 
.cut down the fruit trees, drove off ‘the cattle, and 
-‘burned down the homes of Catholics and the Catholic 

army did the same thing for the Protestants. 
The population of Germany shrank from sixteen 

.,to four million. Cannibalism reappeared. The gal- 
lows had to be guarded to prevent the starving.peo- 

:. ple from devouring the .corpses dangling from the 
,ropes. Mothers had‘to be watched. to keep them 
from eating their new born babies.. Where thriving 
towns had been, herds of wild wolves roamed unmo- 
.lested. The survivors .appease.d. their hunger on 

._ grass, roots, leaves and ,bodies stolen from the grave 
.*+ yards. Taken all in all, it was. a glorious war and . 

should serve as an everlasting inspiration to, the up- 
..holders of militarism.. . ,, :; ., 

- ,_  
.  :  . . , .  - .  /  
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Degraded, brutalized, and poverty stricken, the 
‘miserable Germans fled from devastated fields and 
burning homes down the Rhine to Amsterdam where 
they sold themselves to ship captains for the price of 
a passage to the new world. Thus the spiritual and 
worldly rulers drove the people from the German 
fatherland. 

The Scotch Irish. 
The next big batch of immigrants came from 

Ireland-the Scotch-Irish. These people had built 
up a flourishing industry in the weaving of wool. 
Their product came in competition with the woolen 
goods turned out by English manufacturers. The 
English capitalists claimed that they could not 
compete against the “pauper labor product” of Ire- 
land. But instead of asking, like gentlemen or 
American capitalists, for a protective tariff, in .order 
to destroy their competitors, they evoked the Brit- 
ish Parliament to pass measures to close the Irish 
looms altogether. When this demand was granted 
in 1698, tens of thousands of the Protestant weavers 
of Ulster deserted their idle looms and came to 
America. 

The Plain Irish. 
Under feudalism the land belonged to the lord 

and the serfs belonged to the land. When the nobIes 
sold their land, the serfs went with it as part of the 
improvement. At times, when there was no work to 
be done in the fields of his lordship, the serfs could 
work for themselves in order to procure sufficient 
grub and rags to ‘keep .alive and clothed until the 
bell on the castle called them to work for the lord 
again.. The poor devils didn’t get much of a living 
out of the game, but even the little they got was more 
than “His Grace,” the lord, was willing: to give. So 



when the raising of wool became a paying proposi- 
tion, the nobility and some of the monasteries turned 
their land over to the sheep. 

The dear little sheep didn’t need expensive 
straw-thatched huts to live in. They were not 
spoiled by eating bread made of good bran. No rags 
were necessary to keep them warm. On the contrary 
they raised more all-wool suits on their bodies than. 
they had use for. Sheep haven’t got much of a rep- 
utation for being fighters, but they chased a whole 
lot of people out of Ireland, who. years afterwards, 
ai full fledged cops, chased other poor devils off the 
grass in Central Park, N. Y. 

The Puriians. 
The largest consignment of Englishmen ever 

loaded on a single ship came over in the Mayflower. 
In fact, nearly everybody that is anybody in Ameri- 
ca is a descendant of one of the multitude of first 
cabin passengers of the Mayflower. No modern 
ocean grey-hound could hold one-tenth of the peopIe 
that populated the above barque on its turbulent voy- 
age to the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

The Puritans were Protestant, middle class peo- 
ple, who had gotten a little the worst of it in their 
scrap with the Catholic cavaliers. Being unable to per- 
secute others on account of their religious belief, they 
skipped out to escape religious persecution them- 
selves. 

The Puritans were a pious, bigoted and intoler- 
ant lot who regarded a chronic spell of “blues” as the 
natural state of man, and who embodied their vine- 
gar ideas into a set of laws called “blue laws.” 

When a Puritan was caught telling a joke he 
was soaked in salt water and then buried alive under 



a. 'weepifig ..+$low, wh.ile .th& *bifi&r .who laugBe& &: 

the joke .was ‘roasted to death first and buried ‘in un-’ 
. hallowed ground afterwards: .:Witch burning was. 

their only amusement,“and when other folks ‘put a 
stop to this practice,-’ the Puritans ‘invented the 
thanksgiving dinner. and got even. Nine-tenths of. 

. the good things told ‘about the Puritans are lies and-* 
,. the remaining, tenth isn’t quite true. :. 

The, Puritans are credited with having founded 
,the:American cradle of liberty.’ It must have been a 
.rough piece’ of furniture ,in their, days judging from’ 
the “body of liberties” which was adopted ‘.by the 
Colonial Legislature in 1641.’ Among other provi-- 
sions it provides “there shall be no bond slavery vil- 
lianage .of captivity amongst us unless it .be, lawful 
captives .takeri in just wars and such strangers .as’ 
willingly sell themselves or are sold to us.” .,And 
to clinch these liberties‘: the. Ideath penalty was pro- 
vided Ibr any who conspired against ‘our form., of 
government.’ The body of ,liberties also provided.for 
religious freedom. Any body. -was free. to worship 
his maker ,in’his own fashion provided it was. done in 
Puritan church. But when the Quakers. protested 

.a. against ,slaverji in -any. form the ,Puritans burned 
._ holes in their tongues,to purify them,? . . .: 1. 

:. i In extenuatiori of the --Puritans’ I will say *that _ 
life in New England was hard;.cruel and cold. Hard 
life !-makes hard .men and brings .bard .deeds:- -And 
I have recited only the mean things about the Pm-i- 
tans. to keep’. their .,descendsnts from bragging too 
b&med much. -: : : ’ 

. , .: -‘WHITE SfiAVERY -. . . . _- . . 
The story of white:,slavery in Colonial days is so 

.- contrary to the accepted tradition of the liberty and 

. .  

- .  .._ ‘. 



equality af those go.od old times, that I feel compelled 
to let others tell the tale. Some day’ some body .will I 
get pinched again for telling the truth. -In that event 
let them pinch the great historians from whom I 
filched the following data. Most ‘of them are dead 

I 
anyhow with the exception of my friend Jim O’NeaI 
from whose valuable book “The Workers in American 
History” I gathered most of the quotations contained 
herein.. Jim is editor of the New York Call at. the 
present writing and if an Attorney General can 
think of a worse punishment let him try it on Jim. 

I “The History of our Colonization is the history of 
the crimes of Europe.“’ 

The ruling classes of Europe regarded the 
American colonies as a convenient dumping ground 

: for prisoners of war, rebels, felons, vagrants, unem- 
ployed and orphans. 

There were several classes. of these slaves and 
.,.perhaps the best general description of their servi- 

tude is given by the historian, McMaster. After de- 
scribing the status of the black slaves, he s,ays: 

“One step above these slaves were the convict 
bond servants, or men and women in a state of tem- 
porary involuntary ‘servitude. These people were 
either political offenders or felon convi&s. Those 

‘guilty of political offenses, as the Scats. taken, in bat- 
tle in 1650, the prisoners captured at the battle of 
Worcester in !651. Monmouth’s men in 1685, the 
Scats concerned in the uprising of 1678, the J,aco- 
bins of 1716, the Scats who went out in, I745,, ,w.ere of 
course, of this class of offenders ; and during. that, pe- 
riod, between 1650 and 1745, ‘as many as four ‘thou- 
sand are known to have been sent over to this,country. 

“The felons formed the great source of supply, 
, , 

1Bancroft “History of the United States,” Vol. 1, Page 251. 

- 
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and had been sent over in very considerable numbers. 
_- One historian of Maryland declares that up to the 

revolution, twenty thousand came to that colony and 
half of them after 1750. Another authority asserts 
that between 1’715 and 1775 ten thousand felons were 
exported from the Old Bailey prison in London. 

“But the indentured servant and redemptioner 
did not cease to come when the colonies became the 
United States. Speaking generally, the indentured 
servants were men, women and even children, who, 
unable to pay their passage, signed a contract called 
an indenture, before leaving the old world. The name 
indenture comes from the practice of tearing a con- 

“tract into two halves, with jagged edges: the master 
‘kept one and the slave the other. This indenture 
bound the owner or master of the ship to ,transport 
them to America, and bound the’immigrant after ar- 
riving in America to serve the owner, or their assigns, 
for a certain number -of years. On reaching port the 
owner or master, whose -servant they then became, 
sold’them for their passage to the highest bidder, or 
for what he could get. 

“The redemptioner, on the other hand, was an 
immigrant who signed -no indenture .before embark- 
ing, but agreed with the shipping merchant that after 
reaching America he should be given a certain time 
(generally. a month) in which’ to find somebody to 

redeem him by paying the passage money, or freight, 
as it was calle’d. Should he fail to find a redeemer 
,within a specific time, the ship captain was at lib- 
erty to sell him to the highest bidder. 

“When a ship laden with one to three hundred 
such persons arrived the -immigrants, arranged in a 
long line, were marched at once to a magistrate and 
forced to take an oath of allegiance to the King,. or, 
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ship to be sold. - If a purchaser was not forthcoming, 
they were frequently sold to speculators, who drove 
them, chained together, some times through the coun- 
try, from farm to farm, in search of a purchaser. 

“The contract signed, the newcomer became, in 
the eyes of the law a slave, and in both the civil and 
criminal code was classed with negro slaves an In- 
dians. None could marry without consent of the 
master or mistress under penalty of an addition of 
one year’s service to the time set forth in the in- 
denture. They were worked hard, were dressed in 
the cast off clothes of their owner, and might be 
flogged as often as the master ‘or mistress thought 
necessary. Father, mother and children could be sold 
to different buyers.“3 

The London company adventurers were also 
eager to employ child labor in developing the re- 
-sources of the colony. In 1619 its records acknowl- 
edge the arrival of one hundred children, save such 
as “dyed on the way” and another hundred of twelve- 
year-old is asked for.3 

In 1627 many ships arrived, bringing fourteen 
and fifteen hundred children, kidnaped in European 
ports, and a few years later these’pious planters sent. 
a request to London for another supply of “friend- 
less boyes and girles.“* 

But, bless you, it was all for the good of the poor 
souls. An old document, dated Boston, September 26, 
1642, makes an appeal to Englishmen to stir up 
“some well minded to clothe and transport ‘over poor 

ZMcMaster, “The Acquisition of the political, social and in- *, 
dustrial rights of Man in America,” pp 32 to 35. 

SAbbott, “Women in Industry,” pp 332-333. 
“Washington, “The Story of the Negro,‘,’ Vol. 1, i 111. 
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children, boyes and girles, which may be great mercy 
to their bodies and souls.“’ 

The white slave ships were even worse hell holes 
than the black slave ships. Black slaves cost money. 
White slaves were free. 1Moreover the white slavers 
provided that “surviving relatives of those who died 
at sea were held responsible for the debts of the de- 
ceased.“” 

One ship sailing 1730 with 150 immigrants, had 
only 13 survivors, another sailed in 1745 with 400 
Germans, of whom only 50 lived to see America. Still 
another bearing 1500 lost 1100 from death on the 
voyage.’ 

When land is sighted the wretches sing praise to 
Cod. But the rejoicings soon cease and give way to 
cries of despair because “parents must sell and trade 
away their children like so many cattle.“’ 

From 1682 to 1804 the proportion of White 
Slaves to the whole number of immigrants to the 
,Pennsylvania population increased until they consti- 
tuted two-thirds during the last nineteen years.!’ 

One historian of Maryland declared that up to the 
Revolution twenty thousand came to the Colony and 
half of them after 1750. 

So you see there’s no use being so all fired stuck 
up because you came from one of the oldest American 
families. lMaybe,the founder of your house entered 
Eoston on the tail end of a long chain with a sign 
hung around his necek saying “Last of a job lot. 
Xarked down from $25.00 to $19.98.” Or maybe 

zI%-on~ Old South Leaflet No. 5. 
“Geiser, “Retleml~tioriel’s,” pp 52-54. 
yFaust. “The German Element,” Vol. I, ~11 70-71. 
“Geiser. “RcclemDtioners,” IJ 52. 
!‘Geiser, “Redemptioners,” p 20. 
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your great, great, great, great, great grandmother; 
the one you mention as the colonial Grand Dame, 
was purchased by a Jamestown bachelor,. for a bale 
of frost bitten tobacco. The tobacco was a little 
damaged, but so was the lady, and a fair exchange is 
not cheating. 

The Ruling Class in Colonial Times. 
The aristocracy of colonial days was composed 

of a motley aggregation of feudal lords, adventur- 
ers, slave owners and merchants. All these elements 
had but one thing in common, namely, to get rich 
without working. 

The English and Dutch governments, anxious to 
have their colonies settled, gave liberal land grants 
to people who founded settlements or plantations. 
Adventurers who shanghaied, kidnaped or persuah- 
ed fifty working people to the new land were usually 
given sixteen miles. of land on one side of a navigable 
river. The whole state of New Hampshire at one 
time belonged to one man. In many cases these 
land grants were obtained from the royal governois 
by the liberal application of bribe money. Under 
liberal bribes we must not understand the fabulous 
sums paid in our own times by Senatorial candi- 
dates to Legislative representatives. A hundred dol- 
lars handed to the right party, would often bring to 
the donor a principality of the size of Rhode Island. 

These new country feudal lords called them- . 
selves patroons. A name that most ,!ikely arose 
from the fact that they patronized the laboring peo- 
ple who kept them in luxury and idleness. 

The patroons organized their colonies in royal 
style. Mariy kept up small armies of retainers and 



~. ’ cut-throats. They held court and fought and plun- 
dered under their own banner. The colonists paid 
rent for the use of the land. Eesides this, nearly 
every paying industry was declared a monopoly of 
the patroon. Most everything needed by the actual 
settlers had to be bought from the patroons and if 
the settlers had anything to sell the patroon saw to 
it that he was the only buyer in sight. The wealth 

\ producers in colonial days suffered neariy as much 
from oppressive monopolies as they do nowadays. 

THE BLACK SLAVE TRADE 
The Slave Traders. 

: 

In the year of our Lord 1662, “The Company of 
Royal Adventurers trading to Africa,” was chartered 
by his Christian majesty Charles II, by the grace of 
God, defender of faith, etc. The dowager queen and 
the duke of York were let in on the ground floor. 
The purpose of the company was to supply the West 
Indies with 3000 African slaves aimually. For some 
reason the scheme failed and the company sold its. 
charter in 1672 to the “Royal African Company” or- 
ganized for the same purpose by the same Charles II. 

In 1692 the British Parliament cut into the mo- 
nopoly of his royal nibs by allowing English mer- 
chants to trade in African slaves, provided they paid 

2.. ten per cent duty on goods exported to Africa:Amer- 
ican merchants, seeing a good thing, soon clamored 

. for the privilege to participate in the noble trade. 
Among those who ,hollered the loudest to be let in, 
were the liberty loving, God fearing Puritans of the 
New England states. Their wish was granted and 
gentlemen who dealt in “black ivory” became numer- 
ous in the northern seaport ‘towns. Soon the slave 
traders rose to rank and position. “Money don’t 

- 
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stink,“.says the Frenchman; nbt even when it is made 
in the slave traffic. From the .influence exerted by the 
slade trader in church and state we may justly con- 
clude that he was of as much importance’as the fran- 
chise grabbing, council corrupting and legislature 
bribing, leading citizen of our own times. That the 
slave traders sat in the ‘front pew in church, lectured 
before the Y. M. C. A. (if there was one), and was 
interviewed on every question from hookworm to as- 
tronomy goes without saying. He was the real thing 
and woe unto him who reflected on the angelic purity 
of his calling. True, it appears that no one ever ven- 
tured such a preposterous thing, excepting possibly a 
few Quakers. But these were ignorant foreigners to- 
tally bereft of all understanding of ?American insti- 
tutions. ’ 

We are therefore not surprised that sixteen years 
after the Massachusetts Body, of Liberty was enacted 
a law was passed which prodded “that banished 
Quakers who returned should have their ears lopped 
off, and for the third offense should have their 
tongues pierced with -red hot irons. The following 
year the death penalty was substituted and four 
Quakers were hung on Boston Common within two 
years. In 1660 the death penalty was repealed and 
the gentle Puritans contented themselves with flog- 
ging their erring brothers. (Thwaites “The Colonies 
page 166). 

Slavery was never a paying proposition in the 
northern colonies and this fact permitted an early 
recognition of the ungodliness of the institution. But 
while there was no money in slavery there was plktity 
of it in the slave trade. It is therefore only natural 
that we should find condemnation of slavery and ap- 
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h&then” they didn’t ‘do’sti because’ they, had a grudge 
against them. It <was’ piirely ‘a ‘matter .of .business. 
They tried to’tiork. Indians on ‘their plantations first; 
but: these being a kind ‘of rudimentary aristocrats 
themselves, die,d rather than .work. ’ “. 

&d”ju’st as slavery ‘&ie ‘in as ‘a matter. of busi- 
ness, it -went ‘out the same”&ay.’ It was finally abol- t 
ished ‘because the black slave constituted the bread 
basket of the Confederate army. To destroy the lat- 
ter, Slavery was abolished. ’ -. 

., o “The Better Cl&.” 
People who fight the struggle for existence 

through substitutes are called “the better class.” 
q So,me ,of that‘.kind also’ landed’ on our inhospitable 

shore and’proceeded to .hdg the land along the rivers. 
Not only isriver bottom land the most produdtive, but 
the. river-also. furnishesS a.’ means of’ transportation. 
Those who couldn’t get land worked for those‘who did 
get .‘it, and ‘a new’ feudalism -sprang up ; this: new feu- 
dalism looked as ‘much like, the’&&opean article as 
one egg looks like’ another’.” -” ’ . . 

There was plenty ‘of ‘land ; only when ‘a fellqw ‘. 
“got too far’ awav from. the ‘settlement, he was 1iabIe 

to leave his lo&s with an Indian hair dresser .‘ivho 
used a butcher knife for a hair-cut. On one side was 
the ocean’ a&on the other side the Indians, and the 
land between the.two was .gobbled up by court favor- 
ites, mercha,nts and adventurers.. : _: 

The land ovirners’bought the poor- immigrants 
from the ship’ companies and ‘set’ them. to work on 

: their plantations; Yhen .they couldn’t-; get %nough . 

:’ ,, . 
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voluntary immigrants,. they-got, their agents ,to steal 
children in England. 

The Smugglers. 
Many of the thrifty New England ship-owners 

engaged in the smuggling of tea. There was an ex- 
port duty on this article. The American smugglers, 
by landing their cargoes at out .of the way places in 
the dark, saved themselves at least the import duty. 
This allowed them to sell tea cheaper than the Eng- 
lish merchants who were foolish enough to pay both 
duties. English tea accumulated in Boston harbor. 
When finally the English Parliament rebated the e,x- 
port duty to the British traders, allowing them to sell 
their product as cheap as the American smugglers, 
the smugglers got busy and threw the English tea 
into the Boston Harbor. 

This version of the Boston tea party is not quite 
as inspiring as the one taught in schools, but what- 
ever it may lack in inspiration it makes up in truth- 

-fulness. 
John Hancock who signed .his name so boldly 

under the Declaration of Independence was then 
called the king of smugglers. On the day when the 
battle of Lexington was fought he was to appear be- 
fore the Admiralty Court of Boston along with ‘his 
lawyer, John Adams. Mr. Hancock was accused of 
having robbed the.government of England of $500,000 
in import duties. Now you understand why some of 
these patriots said, “We must all hang together, else 
they’ll hang us separately.” 

Causes of the Revolutionary Wmy. 

If you seek for the- cause of the “War for Inde- * 
pendence” don’t look into little Mary’s School .His- 
tory. It isn’t there.: These school histories’are fairy 



20 

tales with the “Once upon a time” cut out and dates 
inserted instead. 

The cause of the Revolutionary War, as of every 
, war, revolution, rebellion, reformation, crusade or up- 
heaval is the same cause that made little Ikey fight: 
The nickle under the foot. 

Getting down to brass tacks the causes which 
produced the Revolutionary War can be summed up 
in one sentence. Interference with the business and 
industrial development of the Colonies by the ruling 
class of England. These classes regarded the Colo- 
nies as .their picking and opposed every attempt of 
the American traders, shippers and manufacturers to 
do a little picking of their own. 

As early as 1651 a navigation law was enacted 
forbidding the importation of goods into England ex- 
cept in English ships. 

In 1750 Parliament passed an act prohibiting 
the erection of any mill or engine for splitting. or 

, .rolling of iron, or any ‘plating force or any steel fur- 
nace. It was made illegal to manufacture hats and 
woolens in one Colony and sell in another. 

Every new restriction placed upon trade of the 
Colonies increased the number of smugglers. And 
because smugglers were tried in admiralty courts 
without juries there arose a cry for trial by juries. 

Navigation Laws closed Colonial ports to foreign 
ships. Duties were levied on trade between colonies. 
in short the British trading classes did all in their 
power to sabotage Colonial Commerce and industry. 

The tax on rum and molasses aroused the Puri- 
tan slave traders against the Mother Country be- 
cause rum and molasses were the legal tender of the 
black slave trade. (M’cMaster “History of the Peo- 
ple of the United States page 15-16). 



However, the greatest blow struck against the 
interest of the Colonial “better class” was the stamp 
act. 

The Stamp Act was a tax on white slavery and 
other forms of servitude. It also sought to regulate 
the relationship between masters and servants and 
to prevent the cheating of the latter by the former. 
The act provided that the full sum of money or other 
consideration agreed upon between master and serv- 
ant should be correctly entered on indentures and 
the date of signing be given. The penalty for viola- 
tion of this provision was a forfeit of double the sum 
or other consideration agreed upon. Master and mis- 
tress could be sued for the violation of contracts. The . 
act struck, at the very foundat,ion of the Labor sys- 
tem of the Colonies. Investments in servants be- 
came less safe and’return from the labor noi as cer- 
tain. The slave drivers and ship masters engaged in 
the white.slave trade saw their business and income 
jeopardized by the stamp tax and the open shoppers 
in human chattels became rebellious against the tyr- 
ant across the sea. (See Hart and Channing “Ameri- 
can History Leaflet” No. 21 for full text of Stamp 
Act). 

“Our Revolution of 1776 succeeded because trade 
and wealth joined hands with principle and enthu- 
siasm-a union rate in Revolutions. Northern trad- 
ers fretted at England’s refusal to allow them direct 
trade with Holland and the West Indies. Virginia 
Planters, heavily mortgaged, welcomed anything that 
would postpone’ payment of their debts. So mer- 
chants and planters joined heartily to get independ- 
ence. To merchan’ts independence meant only direct 
trade - to planter cheating of their creditors. (See 



22 

Wendell Phillips “Speeches, Lectures and Address- 
es.” Vol. 1, page 373). 

In other words the employing classes furnished 
the cause, The idealists supplied the powder, and 
the workers furnished the cannon fodder. 

The Working’ People of 1774. 
The workers of that period were not affected by 

the Causes that made their masters rebel against 
English rule. The tax on tea should have left them 
cool as a cucumber, for the simple reason that the 
free workers were too poor to drink tea, and the 
slaves and indentured servants didn’t get any. Tea 
in those days was about as expensive as champagne 
and Rhine wine is today. When the working people 
drank tea it was sassafras tea and there was no tax 
on that kind. 

The tax on rum’ and mol&sses was not on the 
rum and molasses consumed in the homes of the 
workers, but on the rum and molasses used in African 
Slave trade. The trade in “black ivory” was one of 
the leading industries of the colonies. And the very 
best people engaged in it. They used to buy molasses 
in the West-Indies, take it up to Connecticut and con- 
vert it into rum. Then they shipped the booze to 
Africa and swapped it for slaves. The slaves were 
taken to the West Indies, exchanged for molasses and 
the molasses was taken to Connecticut. Well, I could 
keep it up all day. It was a kind of a sorry-go-round 
of molasses, rum and “niggers.” The English ruling 
class at one time had a monopoly on this trade and 
thought it was still entitled to a “dip-in,” after the 
American slave traders had taken over the industry. 
Hence the tax on rum and molasses. 

“No Taxation without Representation,” is a 
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. . mighty .fine. thing to talk ‘about, ,but ‘to save my giz: 
zard;I can’t’see tihy the’workers of 1’774 should have 
been SO .unduly exdited’ about- that ,issue;’ Nearly 
every colony had. disfranchised the workers by means 
of property qualifications. 

Benjamin Franklin told the story of a man in 
Philadelphia who voted because,he owned a mule. One 
day the mule died and the man ‘lost .his vote. And 
Franklin asked the. question, “Was it the man or the 

- mule that voted?” More I think about it the more .I 
am convinced that the mule is still voting. , 

. . ~ 
Hurrah for Liberty. 

Trial by jury of your peers is another great 
stunt. Only the propertyless toilers of the revoiu- 
tiqnary period got no chance to serve on juries. They 
were judged by their superiors, mostly without the 
formality of a jury trial. The slave owner’was the 
sole judge and master of life and’ death over his 
slaves. The feudal lords (Patroons) ,had arrogated 
to themselves the same rights in regard to their white 
slaves. And the indentured servant could be beaten, 
tortured, jailed and starved by his masters without 
Court or. j ury. 

Of all the issues that agitated the colonists there 
wasn’t a single one that affected the working people 
any more than the freckles on your nose affect the 
course of, Saturn; All of which did not prevent the 
working ,people from’ going to war ‘and fighting like 
demons for the po’cket books of their exploiters. It 
was for this propertyless class and the idealists that 
all the fine phrases of, the declaration of independ- 
ence were written. 

. -Had the masters of: 1’7’74 .gone to the workers and 
s&id, “Here fellows, take these shooting irons,’ and 
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pepper the red coats over younder. If you fight hard 
enough and win out, we’ll save ourselves oodles of. 
money. We won’t have to pay that fine of $500,000 
for smuggling and will be able to keep the land we 
swiped in the Ohio valley. When victory is ours we’ll 
let you cut enough wood on the public land to make 
yourselves wooden legs. You also may get free lodg- 

_ ing in our debtors’ prison any time you get hard up.” 
Had the masters talked in that strain, the workers 
most likely would have taken a sneak towards the 
tall timber, fetching the guns along for souvenirs. . 

This kind of chin music don’t go with us. We 
need a different gab. But when that bunch of slave 
owners, smugglers, capitalists, lawyers and landlords 
came before us and recited, “We take it to be self- 
evident that all men are born free and equal, with 
equal rights to life, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness,” we threw our greasy caps in the air and 
shouted,. “that’s the dope. Hurrah, for Liberty. Hur- 
rah for equality. Hurrah for the pursuit of happi- 
ness. That’s the stuff we are after.” 

Victory. 
For seven years the toilers fought, starved and 

froze for their masters. They left the imprints of. 
their bleeding ,feet at Valley Forge and Yorktown. 
And when the war was over they found themselves 
hopelessly in debt to the merchants and the usurers, 
whose battles they had fought. The returning he- 
roes were thrown into debtors’ prisons by the scores. 
It was the fashion then to lock men up in jail the mo- 

a ment they were so unfortunate as to owe their fel- 
lows a sixpense or a shilling. 

During the war the continental Congress had is- 
sued paper money. This currency was called conti- 
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nental script. Hence the phrase “not worth a conti- 
i- nental.” The soldier in the field received his pay in 

continental script. So did the farmers who furnished 
hogs, cattle, wheat and corn to the army. The money 
had depreciated u.ntil it was worth about ten cents 
on the dollar. Every time these patriotic soldiers and 
farmers received a paper dollar from the government 
they could exchange it for a dime’s worth of goods. 

Now money don’t stick to the hands of the poor 
people. It would have to be printed on fiy paper or 
have barbs on the edges to do that. Gradually the con- 
tinental script had gravitated towards the strong 
boxes of the merchants and users. When the bloody 
war was over, these gentlemen blandly asked the peo- 
ple to whom they had paid dimes for dollars, to pay 
them dollars for dimes. 

Of course they didn’t put it that rawly. You 
can’t catch flies with vinegar. So the money sharks 
called out the hot air artists and embryo Fourth of 
July. spielers whose I. 0. U.‘s they held and told them 
to go to it. Whereupon this gentry climbed the ros- 

. trums and elocuted something like this: “Surely this 
young and glorious nation will not enter the stage 
of history by repudiating its honest debts.” “Surely 
the men who have bled and died that liberty may live, 
who have fought under the sacred folds of the pallad- 
ium of freedom fluttering, in the winds of justice 
kissed by the smiling rays of the golden ‘sun in the 
shade of the giant pinions of the American eagle 
who floats majestically over the land of the free and 
the home of the brave, surely the-men who have laid 
‘down their lives as a libation on the altars of their 
country are not the kind to rob poor widows 
and orphans of their hard earned savings. If there is 
‘a man within the sound of .my voice so base, etc, etc?” 
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/’ That’s, the ,kind of ,dope,to ,&ing at the .horny 
handed sons of ,toil. They take @it like ,puppies take 
to milk. What? Rob widows and orphans. I should 
say.not. We have been there.too.often and know how it 
feels. Show us the fellow who wants to rob widows 
and orphans: Well, there was one. 

.The Shay Rebellion. 
. The plutes of Massachusetts tried to collect-five 

million dollars from ‘90,000 bankrupt farmers by 
means of the poll tax, I’ : 

This is the meanest tax ever invented. It makes 
men like aockefeller and blind beggars pay the same 
amount. The hard cash so. collected was to be.-.ex- 
changed for the script in the claws of.the speculator’s, 
dollars for dimes. The farmers didn’t-see it thatway, 
and under Daniel Shay, a veteran of the Revolu- 
tionary War, they arose in armed rebellion. 

It had been all right ,for these “minute men”,to 
3ght for the, dollars of the ruling class, but when 
they tried‘to scrap for the dollars in their own pockets 
the conduct became high treason and. ‘the Massachu- 
setts militia was called upon ‘to stamp out the re- 
bellion. :. There was .no money in-the state treasury 
to pay the. warriors,. whereupon the patriotic mer- 
chants and bankers of. Boston, chipped in’ and- raised 

.,. the wherewithal. Beats the’ land how patriotic and 
liberal some people can get when they see a prospect 

_’ .of ‘getting something for nothing. 
7. 

FraIning the Constitution. ..’ ,’ 
The Shay rebellion and. similar risings. of ‘. 

debtors in other. colonies scared the ‘wits out of the 
well-to-do%. 

“In an instant .public opinian changed complete- 
ly. Stern patriets who, while all. went. well,.talked of 
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i:‘the, dangers of baneful aristocracies, soon learned to 
1:. talk of ,the dangers of baneful democracies.” Some- 
;’ thing had to be done to keep the rabble in check. 

Revolting had become respectable during the war 
and the exploited masses “in the pursuit of happiness” 
might get it into their heads to shake the domestic: 
exploiters .off their own backs even as they had 
shaken off the foreign exploiters from the backs of 
their masters. A strong central government was 
necessary to collect debts, public and private. Be- 

: sides this, the manufacturers were clamoring for a 
‘protective tariff for their “infant industries.” 

The ship owners and fishermen wanted bounties 
and the merchants were after commercial treaties. 
Everybody that had something wanted a strong gov- 
ernment to help them to get more. 

The farmers and wage workers who had never 
gotten anything ‘from this or any other government 
were opposed to a central government. But nobody 
cared what they wanted or didn’t want. 

. The first step towards’ a new government came 
from George Washington. He invited a couple of 
‘gentlemen to his Mt. Vernon home to talk things over. 
Having done so, they invited more of their kind to 
meet at a commercial convention at Annapolis on. 
September 11, 1787. This convention asked the Con- 
tinental Congress to issue a call for another meeting. 
And in February, 1’789, this body passed a resolution, 
saying that it was expedient that a convention of 
delegates from the. several states be held in Phila- 
lelphia in May for the sole purpose of revising the- 
Arti&s of. Confederation and report bsck to Con-. 
gress.. The ’ resolution didn’t .-say anything about 
fraining ~$~constitution or ‘adopting a. new ‘form .of 
g&&MG&; -...; ;. . ., A::. ., . ; ,,.,: . 7: ,. : . :. ,, : ._ .. 



Pursuant to this resolve the colonies sent their’ 
delegates to the city of brotherly love. Mary’s little 
history lets on as if these. delegates were elected by 
the sovereign American’ voting kings. That isn’t true. 
They.were picked by the legislatures and represented 
not all of the people, but only some of them and a 
precious small some at that. Who came? Slave owners 
and their lawyers from the south, merchants, bankers, 
ship-owners, landlords and their lawyers from the 
north. There were two workingmen in the crowd. 
One of them was Benjamin Franklin who was eighty- 
two years old by that time. Sixty years before, he 
had been a printer. In the meantime he had become 
postmaster general of the colonies, was the owner of 
the largest publishing house and had acted for some 
years as the business agent of the colonial property 
owners at the court of England. 

-. The other was Roger Sherman. Once upon a time 
a shoemaker, but he got converted before it was too 

- 
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late and became a rich lawyer. Besides these two 
horny-handed representatives of the toiling masses 
there were four farmers. At least they said they.’ 
were. Their biographers added the information that ’ 
they %ere graduates of Yale and had been in England, 
to ‘receive the finishing touches to their education.. 
From this we may conclude that they were never 
kicked off the milk stool by a fly-bitten brindle cow.. 

From all ‘we ‘can find OUtj the first few days of. 
the Convention were taken up with such precautious 
remarks as “pst, keep mum; not a word ; this is on 
the.q. t., not so loud, somebody will hear,“. etc. After . 
that;: the fathers of the constitution. closed the doors, 
pulled down the blinds? chased -the cat out and hung 
hats over the keyholes.;. Nhat went. .on on the inside : 
is not precisely known, as the delegates were’:pledged~., 



to secrecy and were not permitted to make copies of 
the’ minutes. One cf them, James Madison, made 
private notes and from these it can be gathered that 
the fathers on the inside concocted some kind of a 
practical joke on the people on the outside. The joke 
as it turned out afterwards was the Constitution of 
the United States. 

So much has been written about “The American 
Form of Government, ” “American Institutions,” “The 
most monumental document ever devised by the wis- 
lom ,of men,” that I feel it my sacred duty to shed 
some much-needed light on the subject’ of constitu- 
tional government in general. 

Curbing Kings. 
Constitutional governments arose from a desire 

cf the many to curb the ruling power of the sovereign. 

The king in olden times was lawmaker, chief 
executive, supreme court, and tax assessor, ali 
wrapped in one bundle.. He was also the principal 
real estate owner of the land, and the defender of the 
then existing, only true faith. The partnership be- 
tween the Almigthy and his royal highness was.satis- 
factory as far as the two contracting parties were 
concerned. It gave to the king the material for a 
happy earthly existence, while he used his high com- 
mission to keep. his benighted s,ubjects on the straight 
and narrow path to heaven. The- king had a “good- 
thing,” but it is one of the characteristics of wicked 
human nature to demand that a -good thing should 
be passed around. The first people to desire to curb I 
the power of the king. were the nobles and priests. I 
These gentle’ folks composed: his majesty’s spiritual 
and.:.bodily police force.. : .Without lthem .he could not 
rule. In those days. the constitutio.nal ~strnggle+‘-k:-:was 
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between -king and- -aristo’cra’cy.’ :‘The monarch : was. 
striving to .make his authority isupreme while the 
nobles sought to curtail-and limit it. 

During the. reign”.:of ‘Kin-g’ John of England a. 
combination of feudal .barons, Ijriests and freemen 
forced upon this monarch “The Great Charter” .( Mag- 
na Carta). This document is popularly sup- 
posed-to form the coi-nerstonk’of England’s freedom. 
But precious little freedom’ did it contain for the 
ma.sses. The nobility, clergy, and freemen it bene; 
fitted, formed but an insignifidant. small minority of 
the population. The masses were .not affected by the 
great charter which conferred ‘the governmental 
power from the one to the.few. 

f From now on nobility and clergy shared in the 
power .of the monarch. The great council composed 
of the aristocracy became a .constitutional check on 
the power of the king. The first job taken from h.is 
majesty was that of tax assessor. Without the con-. 
sent of the great council he ,could not levy taxes. 

By and by thegreat. cohnci: split into two sep- 
arate bodies, the House of .Lords, composed of-the top 
notchers among the priests and- nobles, and the House 
of Commons, representing the rising.capitalist class. 

The troubles of the king multiblied and the gov- 
ernment became a‘ three-cornered’ affair. Each di- 
vision became a iheck .on the other t”wo. @The king- 
couldn’t make a move without the consent of the lords,. 

‘the lords couldn’t .bu’dge -without permission of the 
commons and the lords’ and tiommons couldn’t .do a 
thing without the ~s&n35bn”-bf.~ the, king.’ Each’ party 
was3ghting for .~~re:jjo~el’.and..in. the end the king 
lost theright .to levy ~taxe&%tirely. Later ‘on the Ia&- 

. making po~~~r:w~~~~gk~t;fkidm’.t2le..king and still later’ i. . ‘ 

s . . . .;, 
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he even -lost the right:to~,.sx$o. the actions;pf:.-parlia- 
ment. . :- .‘.. ,:. ; 

The; one man’s ,pG&r ,vvas effectively done away 
with. .I. . . 

The sovereign. .monarch ,beca’me a figurehead’ and 
England *was ruled by the,, House of Lords:composed 
of the land-owning nobilit.yj :th,e. dignitaries of the 
church, and the House of Commons made up of. the 
commercial and industrial. i.nterests. 

The. essential fact in the -development of consti- 
tutional development, is the rise to political power of 
classes which. compete .with the. king. and with each 
other for the control of thestate. 

Under this, form. of government the different. gov- 
erning .bodies act as :checks,.upon.,each other. Each 
one may’veto.the ,acts, :of the other- two and since the 
unanimous consentof. all three is required for the en: 
action of-laws a small minority can block legislation. 
In this. manner it may force the .m.a.jority to recognize 
its demands. 

The majority, of the people.,are+upposed to rule 
in a democracy. Instead.of a sovereign :king we have 
the sovereign, people. _ The ..struggle .jfor political 
aristocrats at-one time &.+-bed, the ,p.owers of the sov- 
ereign king so .a new. minority composed of...the 
wealthy, class seeks .to cur,e on’& check the .po,wer of 
“the sova-eign people.” >., :‘_ I. ,, * I 

The Fbrrqi,l, * ’ ._ 
At the. time the.“Co,nstitutio,n was framed, I&g-’ . 

land had .a government of. three -heads. 
King. .;.:..r ,. .:: ,. 

,-,H.ouse.of Lords. . . . . : 
House of Commons.:;; . . ;. ..,. 1, ,’ 
His rnajeqty ha.4 already: Jmt--the veto power.‘and 

the right, to ,appoint, judges,.i:,.~yen.;the house of lords 
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was not the influential body it once was. The dom- 
inant power rested in the house of commons and the 
boss of the strongest political party in the lower 
house was practically the uncrowned king of Eng- 
land. His official t?tie was “prime minister.” This 
form of government was imported and, after a back- 
ward revision, adopted by the framers of the Consti- 
tution. 

First the fathers brought the House of Commons 
over here and changed the name into House of Rep- 
resentatives. The people should rule not directly, but 
through representatives, chosen by them. Congress 
is elected by the people and accountable to the people. 
If we don’t like the record of a congressman we have 
the power to oust him when his term is over. A single 
representative body, responsible to the voters, is easily 
influenced by the will of the masses. But in the opin- 
ion of the aristocratic gentlemen who framed the Con- 
stitution, “rule of the people” was a very undesirable 
thing. 

Therefore they imported the House of Lords and 
called it the Senate of the United States. Unfor- 
tunately we had no herediiary nobility to choose from, 
so instead of getting plain lords for the job they se- 
lected landlords. 

Senators were not to be elected by the people, 
but were to be chosen by the legislatures of the dif- 
ferent. states. In most states the propertyless were 

‘disfranchised. Only property owners could vote and 
only big property ovners could be elected to the leg- 
islature. In Massachusetts for instance, a candidate 
Sor the office of governor had to be a Christian worth 
fice thousand dollars. This would have shut Jesus 
.Christ out from becoming governor of that state. But 
these puritans never had a sense of humor nohom. 
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In Virginia the candidate for governor had to be 
worth ten thousand pounds sterling. Only men who 
owned a quarter of an acre of land in town or twenty- 
@-five acres in the country could vote and only big 
land owners and slave owners were eligible to sit in 
the legislature. 

Now, as stated before, the senate was not to be 
elected by the sovereign people. Eig property own- 
ers elected by littie property owners selected the big- 
gest one to fill the office of United States Senator. 
The senate, not elected by the people, was created to 
be a check on the House of Representatives elected 
by the people. 

Next the fathers imported the king himself. Cer- 
tainly they didn’t call him king, but President. 

The fact is, the Constitution gave to the President 
a greater power than was possessed by King George, 
the Third, of England, against whose tyranny we had 
revolted. In the first place the president was not to 
be elected by popuiar vote. The legislature (always 
keep in mind the class that sits in these bodies) was 
to select electors and these in turn would meet in the 
electoral college and select the President. This ar- 
rangement was later on changed and now the federal 
office holders and those wishing to become such, 
select in convention assembled two men from which 
the dear people may choose. To the President, thus 
removed from the will of the people, this Constitu- 
tion gave the veto power over Congress. It also gave 
him the power to appomt the federal judges and the 
supreme court judges. These judges we must re- 
member are appointed for life by one man and can- 
not be ousted by the people. They are therefore ab- 

’ solutely free and independent of the will of the sov- 
reign people. In fact they are above the people. 
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The supreme court later on arrogated to itself 
the power to declare laws passed by Congress “un- 
constitution81.” 

HOW IT WORKS . 
Democracy Means Rule of the People by the Major- 

ities. Here is How it Works. 

The majority of the sovereign people, let us say, 
demand a certain law and elect four hundred con- 
gressmen to pass it. Two hundred and one of these 
gentlemen refuse to vote for the law and it is there- 
fore not passed. Check number one. 

If on the contrary, the majority in the House of 
Representatives pass the act demanded by the ma- 
jority of the people, then the bill is referred to the 
United States Senate. Here are ninety-six men elect- 
ed for a term of six years-a sufficient length of time 
to give the dear people a chance to forget. Forty-nine 
out of the ninety-six senators vote against the bill de- 
manded by a majority of the people. The bill is 
killed. Check number two. 

If on the other hand the Senate should pass the 
bill, then. it is up to one man, the President, to say 
whether it becomes a law or not. If it don’t suit him 
he may veto the act. Check number three. 

Should the bill pass both hduses of Congress and 
receive the signature of the President, then the Su- 
preme Court has one more whack at it. If five of the 
nine judges stick their wobbly old corporation lawyer 
heads together and say “this bill is unconstitutional” 
that’s the end of the poor thing and the ninety odd 
million voting kings may stand on their heads and 
flap their long sovereign ears for all the good it may 
do. Check number four. 



The fathers said, “let the people rule,” and then 
went after the people in the following fashion: 

The will of ninety million people may be vetoed 
by two hundred and one members of the House of 
Representatives. 

The will of the House of Representatives may be 
vetoed by forty-nine senators. 

The will of the senate and house may be vetoed 
by one man, the President. 

And the will of the people and the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the United States Senate and his ex- 
cellency, the President, may be vetoed by five old 
corporation lawyers, who are, as far as popular con- 
trol is concerned, as far removed from the people, 
as the man in the moon is removed from the rat ter- 
rier that barks at him. 

Kings used to claim that they received their 
power from God Himself. The framers of the Con- 
stitution couldn’t very readily claim the same thing 
for this document, especially while the writings of 
Paine and Jefferson still lingered in the minds of the 
masses. But in the course of time their successors 
succeeded in canonizing the Constitution. What was 
originally a scheme to deprive the people of self-gov- 
ernment was praised to the sky until the dense masses 
accepted the constitutional straight-jacket as the 
ermine of popular sovereignty. 

The fathers also wisely provided that the Con- 
stitution once accepted, could only be amended with 
the greatest difficulty. It requires two-thirds of the 
states to move an amendment and if three-fourths of 
the states vote favorably on the amendment it goes 
into force. Hence if a majority in a few of’the small- 
est states vote ‘against the amendment, the will of the 
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overwhelming majority, possibly nine-tenths of the 
people, is set at naught. That it is not possible in 
ordinary times to change the Constitution, is evident 
from the fact, that of some twenty-two hundred 
propositions for amendment, only nineteen have been 
adopted. 

The Amends. 

The Constitution, as drafted by the founding 
fathers was not to remain a mere skeleton outline of 
a government conceived for the protection of prop- 
erty, the sacredness of contract and the perpetuation 
of the monopoly of rulership by a minority. When 
the Constitution was submitted for ratification there 
arose a tremenduous protest. from the mass of the 
common people, who were still under the influence 
of the ideas contained in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. There is no doubt it never would have been 
ratified by the people without the important amend- 
ments known as the Bill of Rights. These amend- 
ments were inspired by Thomas Jefferson, who also 
wrote the Declaration of Independence along with 
Thomas Paine and Benjamin Franklin. In its 
amended form the Constitution was eventually rati- 
fled but it is important to remember that the ruling 
interests of that period were violently opposed to the 
Bill of Rights. And subsequent events will show 
that whenever the Bill of Rights stood. in the path of 
the dominant class it was ruthlessly violated with the 
open consent and approval of the courts. 

When Americans speak of the Constitution, which 
by the wa.y few of them have ever read, they usually 
have the Bill of Rights in mind. And if paper was 
power then the Bill of Rights could truly be called 
the bulwark of American liberty for it does not only 
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guarantee freedom of speech, press, assemblage and 
conscience, but also the right to keep and carry arms 
for the preservation of these rights. 

Here it is: 
Article 1. Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the gov- 
ernment for a redress of grievances. 

Article 2. A well-regulated militia being necessary 
to the security of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms shall not be in- 
fringed. 

Article 3. No soldier shall, in time of ‘peace, be quar- 
tered in any house without the consent of the 
owner, nor in time of war but in a manner to be 
prescribed by law. 

Article 4. The right of the people to be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no warrants shall issue but upon 
probable cause, supported by oath or affima- 
tion, and particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 

Article 5. No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital or ,other infamous crime unless on a pre- 
sentment or indictment of a grand jury, except 
in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in 
the militia, when in actual service, in time of war 
or public danger; nor shall any person be subject 
for the same offense to be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb: nor shall be compelled 
in any criminal case to be a witness against him- 
self, nor be deprived of life, liberty or property, 
without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use without just 
compensation. 

Article 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a’speedy and public trial, 
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by an impartial jury of the state and district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which districts shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature 
and cause of the accusation; to be confronted 
with the witnesses against him; to have com- 
pulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 
favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for 
his defense. 

Article ‘7. In suits at common law, where the value 
in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no 
fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-exam- 
ined in any court of the United States than ac- 
cording to the rules of the common law. 

Article 8. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments inflicted. 

Article 9. The enumeration in the Constitution of 
certain rights shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people. 

Article 10. The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the states, are reserved to the states respectively 
or to the people. 

The One Great Paramount Issue. 

After the exploiters had taken a fall out of the 
people they fell out amdng themselves. The bone of 
contention was the tariff. The South raised tobacco, 
rice, indigo and cotton. It sold these products mostly 
in En’gland. The ships that carried the southern agri- 
cultural products to the mother country had to return 
loaded with manufactured articles to make the voyage 
pay. The South therefore stood for free trade. 

During the war, importation from England had 
practically ceased. The American boycott against 
English goods put another kink in the English trade. 
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The capitalist method of production sprang up in 
the north. This method has one characteristic fea- 
ture, the desire for profit. 

Under capitalism, goods are produced for profit. 
Profits are the difference between the cost of pro- 
duction and the selling price of the products. To pro- 
duce cheap and sell high is the one great ideal of 
capitalism. The manner by which goods are pro- 
duced cheap are low wages, child and woman labor 
and machinery. But low wages and high prices are 
a contradiction. Lower wages also lower the pur- 
chasing power of the most numerous class, the wage 
workers. This class not’only produces all wealth, it 
is also the principal customer of the capitalist class. 
How on earth can people with low wages pay high 
prices? If, for instance, the shoemaker gets one dol- 
lar for making a pair of shoes; and the hatmaker 
gets one dollar for making one hat. If then shoes sell 
for four dollars a pair and hats for four dollars a 
piece, then the shoemaker must make four pair of 
shoes before he can buy one hat and the hatmaker 
must make four hats before he can buy one pair of 
shoes, while three hats and three pairs of shoes are 
benevolently assimilated by the capitalist class. Since 
the wages of these workers are too low to buy the 
products of their own labor, the capitalist has three 
pairs of shoes and three hats left over. 

If the products of labor, which the workers can- 
not buy, accumulate on the shelves of the storekeep- 
er, then this gentleman stops ordering fresh goods. 
When no orders come to the factory, that place is 
shut down and the workers are shut out. When the 
workers are shut out their pay stops and they quit 

‘.buying altogether and go begging or stealing. This 
condition is called a panic. 
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The cause of panics, we are told by the wise men 
whom an all wise providence has appointed to do the 
thinking for .us poor .devils, is over-production. Over- 
production means that the workers are starving be- 
cause they raised too much to eat. It means that we 
go barefooted because we made too many shoes, and 
we sleep in box cars and jails, because we built too 
many homes. Over-production means the same thing 
as under consumpticn, but it sounds better. When a 
fellow starves to death because he knows there is too 
much to eat, he dies with an easier conscience. 

If the wages of the workers equalled the selling- 
price of their products, then there could be neither 
over-production or under consumption and this life 
would form one unbroken chain of prosperity, only 
interrupted occasionally by hilarious good times. But 
in this heavenly state there would be no room for 
capitalists or profits, 

Since the capitalists are unwilling to raise the 
wages of their workers to a point where they can buy 
the products of their own labor, they must find other 
people than their own employees, to buy their goods. 
If, for instance, the total wages of a given country 
amount to ten million dollars and the total product is 
to sell for twenty million dollars then the capitalists 
must sell .ten million dollars worth of goods outside 
of that country, or have a panic on hand: Capitalism 
must conquer new markets, must ever expand-or 
bust. . 

The budding American manufacturers had to 
find a market for the surplus filched from their 
workers. But they could not sell to England, because 
the English capitalists produced’ .even cheaper than 
the American brand. They could not sell to the West, 
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because miserable wagon roads and ox teams made 
transportation too expensive. 

There was but one market to get-the south. 
American rivers run north and south and furnished 
a cheap method of transportation. But, as already 
stated, the south was ,doing business with England 
and was unwilling to pay its American confederates 
a dollar and a half for the same goods that could be 
bought from England for one dollar. 

There was but one way by which the southern 
market could be gotten. That way was a tariff high 
enough to shut out English goods. When this was 
proposed in Congress the south squealed. It has 
squealed ever since and will squeal for some time to 
come. But fox hunting and directing the activity of 
the slaves through the medium of hired overseers 
don’t put the same sharp edge on men as trading 
does. The southern slave owners were no match for 
the sharp New England traders. The first Congress 
passed a tariff bill Every subsequent Congress tink- 
ered with the tariff and put up a little, or down a lit- 
tle, but mostly up. 

The tariff war between the men who make goods 
and the people who buy goods, between manufactur- 
ers and agriculturalists, between north and south, 
has waged for 150 years. There have been minor is- 
sues, such as slavery and money issues, but the one 
overtowering issue of the last century and a third 
has been the tariff. What then was the position of 
the workers on this one great question? 

The Workers and the Tariff. 
In the beginning the advocates of a protective 

tariff did not claim that it would protect labor. La- 
bor then had no vote. So what was the use to fool it. 
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But as soon as the workers obtained the franchise, 
free trade and tariff were urged in the interests of 
the horny-handed sons of toil. 

“A high tariff,” said the capitalists, “will pro- 
mote industry; raise wages, and protect the Ameri- 
can toilers against the pauper laborers of Europe.” 

“Free trade,” said the slave-owner, “will lower 
the cost of living and make short wages go a long 
way.” 

From all this.it may be seen that both capitalists 
and slave owners were animated by the most unself- 
ish motives. Being of a purely altruistic make-up 
they placed the welfare of the toilers above their 
‘own class interest. How be-auty fool. 

It was easy to divide the ignorant workers on the 
tariff issue. Somehow the toilers always have great 
difficulty to make both ends (wages and cost of liv- 
ing) meet. Either wages are too low or the cost of 
living is too high. Those who wanted wages to 
catch up with the cost of living joined hands with 
the capitalist. While the others who wanted the cost 
of living to come down to their wages made common 
cause with the slave owners. But what the poor 
devils overlooked was the fact that in the long run 
and under free competition the wages of the workers 
are determined by the cost of living. Where the cost 
of living is high, wages are high, where living is 
cheap, wages are low. This is the rule. There are 
exceptions, but they only prove the rule. Wages fol- 
low the cost of living, as the tail follows the kite. 
They go up and down together, but up or down the 
workers in the long run will receive just enough wages 
to keep their bodies and souls together. This thing 
is called “the iron law of wages.” While it is “iron” all 
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right enough, it may be heated and then bent or ham- 
mered into different shapes, but as soon as you 
quit the heating or hammering, it cools down to hard, 
inflexible iron again. 

More About Wages. 
Whatevei it costs to produce the labor power of 

the worker, under free competition, will be the wages 
of the worker in the long run. Labor power is pro- 
duced with rice, corn, beans, potatoes, kraut, bread, 
eggs, milk and meat. These things are shoved into 
the stomach; are burned up and produce labor pow- 
er. Just as coal shoveled into a boiler produces 
steam power. 

Horse power is produced by transmitting hay 
and corn to the interior of a mule. Whatever it costs 
to produce the horse power of the mule will be the 
average wage of the mule. 

The mule gets his pay in keep and the worker 
gets his keep in pay. This being the case the mules 
don’t worry about the cost of living. But’the worker, 
who gets his keep in pay, fools himself continually 
with the rummy idea that by cheap living he can 
make his wages go further or that higher wages will 
bring him on a level with the cost of living. All this 
don’t bother the mule. 

Let us say the mule gets twenty ears of corn per 
day. At one,time his owner fed him more, but it only 
made him fat and, lazy. At another time the boss 
fed him less and the mule got too weak to pull a load. 
So the boss settled down to feed the mule whatever 
corn was required to produce the mule power. The 
amount was twenty ears per day. 

If twenty ears cost ten cents, then the wages of 
the mule expressed in money is ten cents per day. 
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One day a fine looking fellow comes to the mule 
and says. “My name is Windyteddybillitaft. I am 
representing the grand old Republican party. I un- _ 
derstand you are working for ten cents a day. Now 
this may be all right for the pauper mules of Europe, 
but no selfrespecting American mule should work 
for such a wage. We have organized a political par- 
ty for the benefit of mules. At present we are ad- 
vocating a hundred per cent tariff on corn. As soon 
as this is accomplished the price of corn will double 
and you will get twenty cents per day instead of the 
measly ten cents you get now.” 

Wonder what the mule would say to that argu- 
ment? Well, if he were just an ordinary four-footed 
mule he would say, “Windyteddybillitaft, I don’t eat 
the noise, but the corn. I get the same quantity 
whether the price goes up or down because the boss 
found out I’ve got to have just so much or he’ll have 
to pull the wagon himself.” And then the mule 
would wink one eye and jokingly tickle the great 
statesman under the double chin with his left hind 
hoof. 

Neither would he join the William Jennings 
Bryan marching club, even if the Democratic party 
has honored the mule by making him the patron saint 
of democracy. Cheap corn and free trade has as lit- 
tle attraction to a normal mule as high corn and 
tariff. But while we may be unable to rile up the 
mules on the tariff question the politicians had no 
such trouble with the workers. Four generations of 
toilers have chased the will-of-the wisp tariff over 
the dismal swamp of American politics without ever 
being able to bring wages and the cost of living vis- 
ibly nearer to each other. 
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Wage Slavery Versus Chattel Slavery. 

Chattel slavery never gained a good foothold in 
the north. Not that the pious New Englanders had 
any particular scruples about slavery. But the north- 
ern crops, wheat and corn, only required the services 
of workers during seeding and harvest time, at the 
outside not more than four months in the year. The 
interests of the grain farmers demanded laborers 
that could be bounced after the work was over. In- 
dustries, too, required workers who possessed at 
least a rudimentary education to enable them to read 
blue prints and follow written instructions. All these 
requirements, were lacking in the African slave. 

The staple product of the south is cotton. It 
takes thirteen months out of the year to raise a cot- 
ton crop. It also takes the women out of the homes 
and the children out of school to do it. Hence, cot- 
ton and ignorance go together like ham and eggs. 
Slave labor is just what is needed to serve “king cot- 
ton.” Yet chattel slavery is inferior to wage slavery, 
In the first place the slave owner must buy the la- 
borer before he can get his labor power. An able 
bodied field “nigger” used to fetch any way from one 
to four thousand dollars. The northern employers 
could get all the laborers they needed for nothing. 

Many of the slaves would run away from their 
masters. They had steady jobs, life-time jobs, but 
didn’t have enough sense to appreciate “steady em- 
ployment,” and a small army of officials and blood- 
hounds were needed to catch the runaways. 

Gentle reader, have you ever heard of a wage 
worker running away from a job? Is it not a fact 
that he is contiually chasing a job? Even I, blessed 
with a superior intelligence as I am, have caught my- 
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self sleeping on the soft side of a freight car while 
chasing an elusive job over God’s country. Don’t you 
think that from this view-point of the employer at 
least, a system under which the worker chases the 
job, is preferable to a system where the boss must 
chase after the workers? 

They used to drive the slaves out of bed in the 
morning with snake whips. Slaves have no particu- 
lar incentive to cultivate early rising. It’s of no use 
to sing to a slave, “Early to bed and early to rise 
makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise.” He won’t 
believe it. All he gets is a living. And like a sensi- 
ble man he gets that with the least possible exertion. 

Wageworkers, or free men, so-called because 
they don’t cost anything, don’t have to be chased out 
of bed in such a rude manner. They purchase alarm 
clocks and place them on dish-pans right next to the 
pillow on which loving hands have embroidered 
“Slumber sweetly.” They wind up their own infern- 
al machines with which to hoist themselves out of 
bed. Now a system under which the workers drive 
themselves to work, beats a system all hollow under 
which the boss has to get up first and hustle out the 
workers. 

When the bole worms took the cotton, the ignor- 
ant slaves used to sing “Glory Hallelujah, thar ain’t 
gwine to be any work.” Poor, benighted heathens, 
they didn’t appreciate the blessings of “plenty of 
work.” Work or no work, their owners would give 
them food, clothing and shelter. We don’t starve a 
valuable horse just because we haven’t got anything 
for it to do. Do we? 

But when the mine or shop closes down my pre- 
vious free worker don’t sing, “Glory hallelujah, I’m 
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out of a job.” 0, no! He makes a face about two feet 
long and puts three whiskeys and four schooners un- 
der his freeman’s belt before he musters up enough 
courage to break the news to mother. When the shop 
closes down, the boss turns his horses out on the 
grass and he turns his workers out on the street with 
instructions to “keep off the grass.” 

It used to be, that when a slave got a pain in his 
inners, the slave owner’s boy would chase on the 
fastest horse to the best doctor in the country, while 
“ole missus” and her daughters would sit up night 
after night to nurse that three thousand dollar “nig- 
ger” back to health. 

The next time you suffer from an acute attack 
of indigestion caused from undereating and the wife 
of your boss and his two lovely daughters sit up with 
you while little Clarence Algernon tries to run down 
a ten thousand doliar specialist with a four thousand 
dollar touring car, let me know. 

Yet, slavery had its drawbacks. Plenty of them. 
But the worst one was the biggest part of the profit 
made out of the slaves was used up in buying new 
slaves. 

The northern capitalist had no need to purchase 
new workers in place of those gone to the bone yards. 
The surplus value taken from the wage work- 
ers accumulated as capital in the form of railroads, 
factories and machines. Chattel slavery didn’t have 
a ghost of a show to keep up with wage slavery and 
the dear old south was left hopelessly behind in the 
race for supremacy. , 

Now it is a well proven historical fact, that the 
people who own the wealth of a nation soon will own 
its government too. The southern slave owners had 
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run the government in their own interests. They had 
opposed railroad building, so essential to capitalist 
expansion, in the north. They had disc,ouraged man- 
ufacture, fearing that a great factory population 
would furnish a market for the product of the north- 
ern farmers, thus raising the cost of feeding their 
own slaves. But over and above all, the south had bit- 
terly opposed a protective tariff demanded by the 
northern capitalists. The tariff, more than any other 
factor, was responsible for the war between the north 
and the south. Of course Mary’s little history says 
it was the desire of the good northern people to free 
the poor slaves from the oppression of the bad south- 
ern people that brought on this Civil War. But 
Xary’s school history don’t explain why abolitionists 
were persecuted in the north as much as in the south. 
It don’t explain why Wendell Phillips and William 
Lloyd Garrison were mobbed in the streets of Boston. 
It don’t explain why Lovejoy was lynched in a north- 
ern town. 

If the Republican party or its cleanest, purest 
and most illustrious exponent, Abraham Lincoln, ever 
advocated abolition, then all proofs to this effect 
must ha.ve been destroyed. On the contrary, the war 
came in spite of the most earnest pledges of the gov- 
ernment of Lincoln that slacery would not be dis- 
turbed. 

If the Republican party was in favor of aboli- 
tion, why then did the northern government furnish 

-passes to southern slave owners to pass through the 
federal lines clear up to 1863 to catch their runaway 
slaves? 

How can “the war for the abolition of slavery” 
be explained in face of the fact that the Republican 
Congress passed a joint resolution in 1861, after 
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eight southern states had seceded, declaring for a 
c.onstitutional amer.dment, which forever would bar 
all further interference with slavery. No, no, the 
Republican party was not only willing and anxious 
to make slavery a perpetual institution - provided 
cnly that the seceding states would return to the fold. 

In looking for the cause of such gigantic up- 
heavals as the war of secession, we must seek in other 
.quarters than in the soft hearts of sentimentalists or 
the moral consciences ‘of a few good men. That senti- 
ment, morals and the sense of justice are factors 
which will influence human movements no one will 
deny. But these are not dominant or determining fac- 
tors. The wind will affect the course of a bullet, but 
the general direction is determined by the marksman 
So great human movements may be influenced by 
moral factors, but the determining force is material 
interest-the nickle under the foot. 

The war of the rebellion came, and had to come, 
because two economic systems, slavery and capital- 
ism, could not exist under the same government. Each 
system demanded legislation for the protection of its 
interests. These interests were antagonistic. The 
struggle between the two systems became a struggle 
for the control of the government and inevitably had 
to lead to the destruction of the system that lost in 
the political struggle. 

Why Workers War. 
No working class interests were at stake in the 

war between the north and the south. As already 
stated, it was a struggle between slave owner and 
capitalist. At the bottom was the tariff question. 
But besides slave owners and capitalists there were 
other people in this country. 
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In the south there was a large poor white popu- 
lation, contemptuously called “white trash” by the 
slave aristocracy. This class, comprising nearly nine. 
tenths of the total nopulation of the south, tilled the 
hillside farms too poor to raise cotton. This, class 
neither exported nor imported. In fact, it had pre- 
cious little to buy, or to sell. Every hillside farm pro- 
duced what it consumed and consumed what it pro- 
duced. The poor white farm,er raised a little corn, 
converted it into moonshine dew, or corn pones and 
consumed it himself. He planted a little tobacco and 
cured, smoked, chewed or snuffed it. A few sheep 
furnished wool to be carded, spun and woven by the 
women folks, and the cloth was made into clothes by 
the same hands. A cow or two furnished milk while 
alive and meat and hide for shoes when dead. 

These people made their own furniture, built 
their own shacks, and hammered together their own 
coffins. Outside of iron and salt, they were practic- 
ally independent of the world’s markets. Few of 
them could vote. None could be elected to office. As 
a class they were despised not only by the slave own- 
ers, but even by the slaves. 

Yet, when the war broke out it was this poor, 
needy, illiterate, beggarly class that rushed to the 
defense of an economic system that had degraded 
them for generations. 

What did these poor people have to do with free 
trade or tariff. If there was one class that could 
gain, materially, socially and politically through the 
annihilation of the slave power, it was the poor whites 
of the south. Eut instead of attending strictly to their 
own knitting, they fell all over themselves to furnish 
cannon fodder for people who held them in utmost 
contempt. Owning nothing worth while fighting for, .: 
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they fought for principles, justice, God, fatherland, 
the flag of freedom, etc. .Those who felt the necessity 
of more substantial reasons claimed that they were 
fighting for their “niggers.” Poor deluded dupes. They 
didn’t have any “niggers.” Only about 8 per cent of all 
the southern people possessed slaves. But men are 
not what they are, but what they think they are, and 
a man who has “niggers? on his brain will fight a 
darned sight harder than the gentleman who has “nig- 
gers” on his plantation. The Civil War furnishes am- 
ple proofs that Karl lMarx was right, eternally right, 
when he said, “The ruling ideas of every period are 
the ideas of its ruling class.” 

Did the slave owners go to war too? Sure thing. 
These gentlement, enjoying exemption from the sordid 
struggle for existence, had but .little work for their 
brain and consequently allowed this otherwise rather 
useful organ to sleep. They faced the approaching 
struggle with the same stupid bravado that a bull 
calf faces a locomotive. What idea did these gentle- 
men of leisure have about the strength of the north? 
To them the roaring furnaces, the fire belching mills, 
the million spindle looms, the miles of shining rails, 
the heaving iron horses, the modern catacombs of 
coal and metal, the harvesters and reapers, had no 
significance. Living in another age, they dre.amed of 
a struggle of muscle and brawn, when in reality it 
was a struggle between brute force, and brain and 
machine. 

“The war will only last until after breakfast,” 
or at any rate not more than thirty days. “Stick a 
corn cob on a broom handle and poke it at a Yankee 
and he’ll run,” are samples of the assinine witticism 
indulged in by the empty-headed slaveocrats. 

Under such pleasant circumstances it was only 
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natural that the young society buds should don natty 
grey uniforms and as Lieutenants, Captains, Colon- 
els, Majors and Generals, lead the poor white trash 
into war. But unfortunately the war lasted over 
breakfast, dinner and supper. In fact, it soon dawned 
upon the aristocratic swells that war after all was 
hardly a place for refined folks. Worse and more- 
over spme of the nicest young men of the very best 
southern families actually got killed. And still 
worse, got killed by people to whom they never had 
been even properly introduced. Something had to be 
done to save “the flower of the south.” The govern- 
ment, always the hand-maid of the ruling classes, 
came to the rescue. After the fall of Fort Donelson, 
the Confederate Congress composed of slave owners 
and their lawyers, passed a series of acts which ex- 
empted all men who owned more than twenty slaves 
from military service in the Confederate army,. The 
number of slaves required to exempt the owner, later 
on was reduced to ten. Other property owners who 
owned no slaves could escape service by paying cer- 
tain stipulated sums, or by rendering other than mil- 
itary service to the government. Needless to say the I 

_ -- poor white trash was not consulted on a matter which 
made service in the Confederate army voluntary for 
the rich and compulsory for the poor. 

It would not be fair to say that all slave owners 
availed themselves of the exemption clause. Many 
fought to the end of the war like brave men. But 
many others did crawl home to mammy through the 
hole so conveniently provided by their government. 
It was not an uncommon practice then for big slave ;. 
owners to divide .their slaves among their sons in or- 
der to keep them out of the war. 

The southern trader class was looked down upon : 
_’ . : 
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by the slave aristocracy. Moreover, this class had no 
direct interest in the struggle. At the same time, 
traders are entirely too sharp to risk their hides for 
such spooks as flags, principles, justice and eternal 
rights. To give this class something tangible to fight 
for, the Confederate Congress repudiated the debts 
owed by southern merchants to northern jobbers 
and manufacturers. Since this total indebtedness 
was estimated at between two-fifty and three hun- 
dred million dollars, we have sufficient reasons why 
the southern middle class fought for independence. 

This class and the professionals, who stood to 
the slave owners in about the same relation as the re- 
tainers of medieval times did towards the feudal 
lord, furnished most of the officers for the patriotic 
poor whites who were the only ones who had no 
nickles under their feet. 

2260 
A few miles west of Columbus, Ohio, is a pleas- 

ant wooded hill overlooking the Scioto Valley, Camp 
Chase. 

During the Civil War it was’a prison camp for 
Confederate soldiers. What kind of a prison camp it 
was is testified by the inscription on a huge boulder 
which serves as the only monument to the departed 
“boys in grey.” It reads, “Here lies the remains of 
2260 unknown Confederate soldiers.” Two thousand 
two hundred and sixty human beings is a goodly 
number to be buried without somebqdy going to the 
trouble of ascertaining their names. 

It must be remembered that these men did not 
expire on the bloody battle field. They were not 
mowed down by the hail of bullets. Camp Chase was 
not a battle ground, but just one of those pleasant, 
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cheerful, healthy prison camps northern historians 
are so fond of telling about. Within two miles of the 
capital of the great state of Ohio, in view of many 
Christian .church spires, these poor boys died of 
gangrene, lock-jaw and typhoid fever. Died by the 
dozens every night. And in all the land there was not 
one single man in authority interested enough to 
mark their resting place; to write a name on stone or 
board over their lonely graves. They were but work- 
ingmen. Common soldiers fighting the battles of a 
master class. Officers belonging to the “better class” 
rarely die in prison camps. They are exchanged, pa- 
roled, or at’least harbored in more sanitary quarters. , 

I have been told by old Confederate soldierswho 
at one time were prisoners at Camp Chase, that they 
never saw one single commissioned Confederate of- 
ficer call the roll in the morning to ascertain the 
names of the boys that had died during the night. 

In peace or war we bear the burdens. Whatever. 
fame and glory war may bring belongs to our mast-, 
ers. The workers share is festering wounds, lost 
limbs, ruined health, death and massed graves, bear-. 
ing the inscription “Here lie . . . .“unknown men.” 

And yet some people knew and loved these “un- 1 
known men.” Scattered over the sunny south from 
the-valley of the Shenandoah, over the knobs of Tenn- . . 
essee, the clay banks of Mississippi, the swanps of’ j 
Louisiana and the prairies of Texas, there were thou- :: 
sands of mothers and thousands of wives who waited 
anxiously from day to day, from month to month, .I 
from year to year for one who never came. 

Seasons came and seasons went and still with -.l 
hungry eyes they watched the lonely road for a fig-.$ 
ure that never turned in the bend. The north wind .)j 

-4 ;, .d v& 
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moaned mid fragrant pines, springtime came laugh- 
ing in the land, the torrid heat of summer’s sun burned 
ori the cabin roof, the wild geese winged their way to 
the gulf, squirrels chattered in the burnished leaves 
and still they waited and waited in vain, and hoped 
and hoped against hope. 

Wives laid awake in the dead of night in lonely 
hillside shacks. They listened not to the song of the 
mocking bird calling its ,mate in the moonlit night. 
They did not hear the southern breeze murmuring in 
the magnolia trees. They listened with aching break- 
ing hearts for footsteps they never heard again. 

“War is hell.” A rich man’s ‘war-a poor man’s 
hell. 

Life and Property. 

Have you ever heard of General Rockefeller or 
General Morgan, or Major Carnegie, Captain Vander- 
bilt, or Colonel Gould? If not, why not? Was not 
service in the federal army compulsory? Did not all 
men over eighteen and under forty-five years of age 
have to pay the blood tax, that is, serve in thesfederal 
army? 

Oh, no; gentle readers, dispel all delusions on 
that subject. The law was so framed that all those 
w’ho could afford the price of a substitute could stay 
at home. The Republican party, then as now, the tool 
of the capitalist class, took good care to protect the 
valuable lives of property owners. It was only the 
landless, homeless, toolless proletarians that had to 
serve. It was optional with property owners. They 
could serve if they wanted to. So most of them 
stayed at home like sensible long-headed business 
men and made hay while the sun shone, while per- 
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mitting the miserable workers to pour out their life- 
blood on southern battle fields. 

Mark Hanna, at one time the high-priest of-the 
Republican party, was engaged in the wholesale gro- 
cery business in Cleveland, Ohio, when the war broke 
out. As a leading business man he had too many 
pressing engagements to find time for soldiering. He 
consequently hired a substitute, not for the grocery, 
but for the war business. And oh, grim humor, two 
years before Mark Hanna died, the Grand Army of 
the Republic elected him honorary member of that 
body. Maybe it was in honor of his substitute. 

John D. Rockefeller had just then started on his 
oily career. As a rising young business man he 
found better things to do than to kill, or what is 
worse, to be killed. He, too, fought in the stupendous 
struggle of the 19th century through the medium of 
a substitute. 

Pierpont Morgan was twenty-four years old 
when Lincoln called for volunteers. But although 
Mr. Morgan’s biographers inform us’ that he was a 
college athlete and of splendid physical make-up, he ’ 
must have been hard of hearing, for Lincoln’s call 
never reached him. Being’of a rather practical turn 
of mind he entered business by buying condemned -I 
rifles from the government for $3.50 and selling them “; 
back to the same government for $22.50 a piece. It ‘i 
was a neat transaction for a young man. When the ‘, 
authorities finally woke up to the deal, they refused 
to pay the patriotic gentleman, whereupon he’ -’ 
promptly brought legal action against the govern- :i 
ment. The Supreme Court of the U. S. finally hand- ‘2 
ed down a decision which gave Morgan the full :‘: . . 

;’ i, 



amount claimed. Had Morgan been a poor man he 
most likely would have swung for high treason. 

Andrew Carnegie got as far as the battle of Bull 
Run. I don’t know whether this celebrated conflict 
was named after the marvelous run made by Andy or 
not. But Andy ran, and he never quit running until 
he got back to Pennsylvania where he bought a sub- 
stitute to fill his unexpired term as a hero in the Fed- 
eral Army. 

This list could be kept up almost indefinitely 
and it would include practically every principal busi- 
ness man who was old enough to serve in the army in 
1861 to 1865. 

No, I do not say that every rich man or every 
rich man’s son escaped service in the same way. But 
I do say that as a class, the property owners of the 
north utilized the government instituted for protec- 
tion of property, to exempt property owners from 
military duty in the Civil War. 

The law which exempted property owners was 
as rank a piece of class legislation as ever was en- 
acted, but it did not say in so many words, “poor peo- 
ple must go to war, rich folks may.” 

No, no! we are all equal before the law. We 
have no classes in this country,and so the law ex- 
pressly said, “All must serve over and below a cer- 
tain age”-except those who can afford to buy sub- 
stitutes. In a free country like ours, farm hands’ 
ditch diggers and factory workers have as much 
right as the Rockefellers, Carnegies, Goulds and 
Morgans to buysubstitutes. It is true, they may lack 
the money to do so, but that is their own fault. 

’ It was not necessary to draft all the workers into 
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the Federal Army. Lots of them went of their own 
accord. Whole labor union locals for instance, joined 
in a body. If anyone wants to know why these poor 
devils went to war be it known that they fought for 
their country. it is true that they had no country. 
Some of them paid a few pennies per week to burial 
associations and industrial insurance companies to 
buy a country in the form of a cemetery lot. But 
these were of the more ambitious kind. The others 
only had boarding houses to fight for. All of them 
fought for the flag. When a fellow has nothing else 
to fight for he usually fights for “the flag.” He al- 
ways can say “my flag” even if it don’t belong to 
him. That’s what flags are for. 

Besides this, the propertyless worker’s children 
went to war. Over one-half of all the soldiers of the 
Union Army were boys under twenty years of age. 
Poor foolish boys, who were lured from home and 
mother by the sight of tinseled brass buttoned uni- 
forms and the sound of drum, fife and bugle. They 
led the poor children to death and destruction, even 
as the ratcatcher of Hamlin led the children of that 
ancient burg out of the city gate never to return again. 

Would it not be more honorable to place the stat- 
ue of a round-eyed, round-cheekecl boy on top of the 
soldiers monument, in place of that bearded man who 
stands there now? Would it not’ be more honorable 
and truthful-or, al-e we ashamed of the boy scouts 
of 1861, “the soldier boys,” and the boys in blue as we 
called them then? 

Thus it happened that the man without a “nig- 
ger,” killed the man without a country, and the man 
without a country killed the man without a “nigger,” 



while the slave owners and capitalists, as a class, re- 
mained at home. 

War and the Church. 
We are a Christian nation. Christianity is the 

religion of peace. Its founder came to bring “peace 
on earth, good will to men.” While living he 
preached peace and love. “Love thy neighbors, love 
thy enemies.” “Those who live by the sword shall 
perish by the sword,” are a few of the sayings of the 
Carpenter of Nazareth. Let us see how his self-styled 
followers conducted themselves during the bloody 
brother war between north and south, between cap-. 
italism and slavery. 

For four years the ignorant workers killed each 
ether by the hundred thousands. The blood of the 
murdered toilers soaked the ground on a hundred 
battle fields. The voices of dying legions rose to 
heaven. Did then the organized church rise in one 
mighty protest against the carnage, against this 
slaughtering of the innocent? No ! 

The church like every other human institution is 
but a creature of its environment. Those who can 
rise above their environment are exceptions. And the 

Today we say slavery is wrong. But there was 
a time when slavery was legally, morally and ethical- 
ly right. To free a slave was theft. To incite slaves to 
free themselves was a violation of the law. The slave 
cwner sat in the front pews of the churches and paid 
the salaries of the clergy. Hence the latter inter- 
preted the sacred writings in the interests of the 
slave owners, and. preached sermons in defense of 
slavery. The laws of God, as well as the laws of man, 
were used-to support the slave system. 

Even before the outbreak of actual hostilities, 
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the dominant religious denominations, Methodists, 
Baptists, and Presbyterians, split into two camps. 
The Mason and Dixon line was not only the dividing 
line between Capitalism and Slavery, it also divided 
religious organizations into warring factions. And 
each faction attached itself to the ruling class of its 
section and became its mouthpiece. defender and 
above its’worldly environment. 
organized church is not an exception; it never rises 
plain isn’t it? Now I don’t want to be finicky about 
apologist. Thus we find men who derive their in- 
spiration from the same bible nreaching slavery in 
the south and abolition in the north. 

To murder is wrong, everybody will admit that. 
The good book says, “Thou shalt not kill.” -That’s 
killing. I don’t want to go too far. For instance, it 
may be all right for a white man to kill a “nigger” be- 
cause the Creator has painted one white and the other 
black. Dislike of the other fellow’s color may be a 
perfectly legitimate excuse for killing him. At least 
this seems to be the accepted idea of some people.. 

It also may be allowable for one white man to 
kill another white man providing the latter is a heath- 
en. Heathens, as everybody knows, go to hell anyhow, 
and whether they go there a little sooner or later 
should not-make much difference. 

It may be all right for a white Christian German 
to kill a white Christian Frenchman. It is true that 
both are Caucasians and pray to the same God. But 
they make a different noise about it and there is just, 
a possibility that God does not like the other fellow’s 
gibberish. But when white Christians, speaking the 
same language and worshiping in the same temples, 

. kill each other by the wholesale for four -years, then 
I say “this is going too far.“. And when I read, that 

‘., 
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with every regiment of soldiers there traveled a min- 
ister of the gospel who prayed to the Allvater in heav- 
en to bless our arms, that is, to give us strength to 
press the bayonet into the quivering flesh of our 
brother, to steady our arms and clear our eyes, sd- 
that we may send the little leaden messenger of 
death into the breast of another one of God’s children, 
then again I say this is going too far. 

Yes, even the church must obey the economic law 
which says, whutever is to the interest of the strong- 
est class in society, is right. When workingmen once 
understand that the actions of the organized church 
a.re not determined by its religious teachings, profes- 
sions and traditions, but by the economic material in- 
terests of its clergy, then they will learn that religion 
and church are two distinct things. They will also 
then be careful not to take their politics from the 
same source that they take their religion. 

FULL DINNER PAIL’ 
Money and Doughnut Issues. 

One of the first laws enacted by the Republican 
Congress was a high protective tariff measure, the 
so-called war tariff. The Confederate government 
had practically adopted the whole of our federal 
constitution with the addition of a plank which pre- 
vented the Confederation from levying a tariff for 
the protection of industries. Here are two character- 
istic acts which more than anything else show the real 
difference-between capitalists and slave owners. 

The old game of paying the working people, and 
soldiers with depreciated paper money was also res- 
urrected. The government issued a currency that 
was good for any, de,bt, private or public. But it was 
not g’ood to pay!,revenues with. In other words the 



62 

government said; “here is my note, but don’t bring 
it back to me. My note is payable by anybody but 
myself .” 

That such money should depreciate to forty cents 
’ on the dollar was a foregone conclusion. When the 

boy in blue receiied his thikteen dollars at the end .of 
the month they represented about five dollars in gold. 
But when the speculators and bankers presented the 
same pieces of paper to Uncle Sam a few years after- 
wards, he gladly paid good hundred cent dollars for 
the pretty pieces of paper which our monied people 
had acquired for forty cents a piece. 

If I had the .space I would go into’ the money 
question more thoroughly, not because this question 
is of any great importance to our kind, but just to 
show what infernal monkeys the workers can make of 
themselves over things that do not concern them. 

You all remember the time back in ‘96 when we 
used to stand around the street corner and argue 
money. We talked niighty big about inflated curren- 
cy; the intrinsic value of money and the unlimited 
coinage of silver at the ratio of 16 to 1. To hear us 
then, one would have concluded that handling money 
was our specialty, when in fact we poor devils talked 
of gold and silver and did not even have coppers in 
our pockets. Fellows who could not have found Eu- 
rope on the map, or were not able to tell the difference 
between Europe and a turnip, wanted dollars that 
were good in Europe. We talked of sound money- to 
beat the band, and all we got was the sound. William 
Jennings Bryan is about the only man who ever got . 
anything out of the money question. 

. 
When they didn’t talk money to us they rung in _ 

tariff for a change. They painted a full dinner pail. 



with a chicken leg sticking out from under the lid, on 
a canvass and then we made a grab for a greasy torch 
and ran after the prosperity parade, with coal oil 
soaking into our scalps. We know now what the tariff 
has done to us, how it has protected LIS from the pau- 
per laborers of Europe. All we have to do is to look 
over the wire entanglement around the high protected 
steel mills and watch Stanislaus Slawinsky and Ri- 
rando Rinaldini fooling away twelve hours per day, 
seven days in the week, at two per, where we used to 
get a five spot for a day’s work. 

Our good friends, the bosses, kept the pauper 
labor product out of the country all right enough, 
only they brought the pauper laborer over to take our 
jobs and our be-lov-ed American standard of living. 
But don’t kick, brother worker, you are not a bit more 
foolish than the farmers who voted for a high pro- 
tective tariff on everything they bought and for free 
trade on everything they sold. Get rid of that far 
away gaze; that fried chicken leg sticking out of the 
full dinner pail, was only a symbol; something to 
hold up to simples you know. Of course.1 don’t think 
we could lead a donkey all over creation with the 
picture of a bale of hay; but thank God we are not 
mules, but free born independent American working- 
men. 

The last political campaign was fought out on a 
doughnut. It was a painted doughnut to be sure, but 
it looked natural as life and below it is said. “look at 
the doughnut, don’t look at the hole.” Mr. Taft, on 
the recommendation of Mr. Roosevelt, rolled into of- 
fice on the doughnut rim and left us the hole to di- 
gest. \ 

I don’t know what the next great (?) issue will 
be. Most likely the tariff. But one thing is sure-it 
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will not be an issue concerning the working class. And 
yet, the workers have their own demands and their 
own particular interests. 

Proletarian Issues. 
Even before the Civil War there was a labor 

movement in this country. The workers who no long- 
er owned their tools, but became more and more 
hands tending machines that belonged to the capitalist 
class, organized unions to obtain a larger share of the 
product of their labor. In the early days of Unionism 
they fought for the establishment of free schools and 
the abolition of imprisonment .for debts, as well as 
for higher wages and shorter hours. The demands of 
the Unionists briefly stated, have been Higher Wages, 
Shorter Hours and Abolition of Child Labor. The 
means for attaining these ends was the strike. 

Is it not singular that none of these pro!etarian 
demands found their way into the platforms of the 
two dominant political parties? Here was something 
the workers wanted so badly that they spent*millions 
of dollars and suffered hunger, cold, imprisonment 
and even death to obtain. Thousands of strikes have 
been fought for the eight hour day alone. But if one 

_. sea.rches the platforms of the two old parties for a 
plank saying, “We demand the legal eight hour day 
in the industries of the United States,” he looks in 
vain. 

Congress could establish a minimum wage; it 
could pass a national Child Labor Law. But neither 
of these two demands of labor were ever incorporated 
into national platforms. Then, when the workers 
took matters into their own hands and struck for bet- 
ter conditions, all the powers of municipal, state and 
national government were used to suppress the up- 
rising. The political parties that had loudly’ advo- 
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cated high tariff, free trade, gold standard, free sil- 
ver, protection for the American standard of living, 
and what not, in the interest of the workers, became 
the pliant tools’ of their capitalist masters and will- 
ingly supplied police, militia, regular army and 
court injunctions for the suppression of the strike. As 
a strike-breaker and general utility man for the pre- 
vention of higher wages and lower hours, your Uncle 
Sam easily ranks first. What litt,le improvement the 
workers have obtained for their class, was obtained. 
not with the help, but in spite of the most brutal op- 
position of their own government. 

If today we may still boast of a higher standard 
of living, if the American workingman is still able to 
fight for a grander civilization, don’t *thank those 
who directed the ship of state, but come with me to 
the lonely graves of the pioneers of Unionism. No 
marble shaft rears proudly above the humble resting 
place. No monument in stone or bronze tells of their 
mighty deeds. But under the green sod sleep hearts 
that once flamed for the cause of toil; Martyrs of 
Labor, you have given more to liberty, equality and 
human brotherhood, than all the statesmen of this 
land.combined. You have fought battles for a great- 
er cause than all the soldiers that ever bled on bat- 
tlefielcls.. You have brought our race nearer to the 
great ideal of brotherlioocl of which Buddha dreamed 
on tile Ganges three thousand years ago. In you, the 
thoughts of Plato and the teachings of the lowly Naz- * 
erine assumed reality. Like Moses of yore, you led 
the children of toil from bondage out into the desert 
of strife, nearer and nearer to the promised land. 
And :like the great Hebrew Prophet you laid your 
weary bodies down to eternal rest in sight of Canaan. .; 
Your reward was hunger and cold and the prison 
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stripes and gallows. Some day a grateful posterity 
will chant chorals in your memory. Some clay happy 
children will plant roses on your sunken graves. 
Humble tools of evolution, have done more for civili- 
zation and the humanization of our race than all the 
statesmen, warriors and priests. To you our praise. 

THE WORLD WAR 
In searching for the causes of the World War it 

is well to disregard the sundry white, yellow, blue, 
green and purple books issued by the governments 
partaking in the great slaughter. These many col- 
ored publications are collections of truths, half-truths, 
half lies and whole lies through which the diplomats 
and politicians sought to explain to their people and 
to the world at large that the other fellow started 
the bloody mess. They only prove that the art of 
lying has made considerable progress since the days 
of Ananias and Munchhausen. 

Another myth to be eliminated for the sake of 
clearness is the myth of the guilty nation. In spite 
of all that has been said about the hopeless depravity 
of the German people the fact remains that they are 
neither worse nor better than other folks. As a mat- 
ter of fact the people of Germany, England, France 
and Belgium belong to the same family. They are all 
Teutons. A little over a thotisand years ago the 
countries that are now France, Belgium, HollBnd, 
Alsace Lorraine, Switzerland, Germany and Austria 
were ruled over by one emperor and the people spoke 
virtually the same language. 

England was settled by Angles, Saxons, Jutes, 
Ijanes and Normans all of whom are full-blooded 
Teutons. And while it may be true that some chil- 
dren of the same family are good and others are bad, 
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it would be the highest folly to claim that the same 
race divided by an arbitrary boundary line would be 
composed of devils on the one side and angels on the 
other. 

To show how closely related the people of Eng- 
land and Germany are, it is only necessary to cast a 
glimpse at their languages. As an illustration let us 
use the human body, starting from top down : 

Anglo-Saxon German 
hair haar 

we auge 
nose nase 
ear ohr 
mouth mund or maul 
lips lippen 
chin liin 
shoulder schulter 
arm arm 
elbow ellbogen 
hand hand 
finger ficder 
heart hertz 
lung 1Llnge 
liver leber 
knee knie 
foot fuss 
soie sole 

These illustrations could be muitiplied a thou- 
sand times. The language of Shakespeare and Shelly 
is also the language of Goethe and Schiller with the 
addition of Latin words brought to England by the 
Normans who had learned them from the Romans. 
Haig, Foch and Hindenburg with their Tommy At- 
kins, Pqilus and Boches belong to the same breed. It 
was not a war between good and bad, virtue and sin, 



angels and devils, heroes and cowards, but a war of 
brothers fighting over a common inheritance. Moral- 
izing over the superiority or inferiority of the broth- 
ers will get us nowhere. If we judge them from the 
ethics of Christianity, which is the ethics of Asia, 
then we have to condemn all of them alike as the 
most acquisitive, murderous and piratical portion of 
the human race. French, German and English have 
killed more people, stolen more land and made greater 
progress in the art and the implements of murder 
~llan all the other peoples combined. The Anglo- 
Saxon-Teuton-French race is supreme today because 
it combined coal, iron and science with the morality 
of “Might makes Right.” The question of the guilty 
nation can only be answered by confessing the com- 
mon guilt. 

Safe For Dernocrmy? 

One of the pleasing illusions of the war was that 
it was a war to make the world safe for democracy. 
it was nothing of the kind. The Czar of Russia and 
the Mikado of Japan did not go to war with the Cen- 
tral Powers to make the world safe for democracy 
and neither did the Kings of England, Belgium, Italy, 
Roumania,. Servia and Montenegro fight the monarchs 
of Germany and Austria to put monarchy on the blink 
and themselves out of jobs. 

Moreover the term democracy covers multitudes 
-of sins and virtues. England for instance is a mon- 
archy and yet her government is much more demo- 
cratic than that of France which is called a republic. 
Yet, even England is not governed by and for the 
people of England. Her ruling .class are the indus- 
trial and commercial capitalists who govern through 
the House of Commons and also through the land- 
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owning nobility whose members fill nearly all-the high 
offices in the diplomatic service. Nevertheless, it 
must be said that England has come nearer to a 
democracy than any other modern power, our own 
country included. 

On the ,other hand Belgium, Roumania and Servia 
were much less democratic than Germany and while 
Kaiser Bill talked a great deal about “me and God” 
the fact remains that he drew no pay as Kaiser and 
his iimperial influence outside. of Prussia was prac- 
tically nothing. For it must not be forgotten that 
Germany was a federation of autonomous states in- 
cluding one full-fledged republic, the City of Ham- 
burg. Most of these states made their own laws and 
operated their own taxing, railroad and postal sys- 
tems. The kings of these states had as little power 
as the King of England, whjle the cities of Germany 
enjoyed for centuries a higher degree of self-govern- 
ment than the cities of France, England or the United 
States. Germany in reality was a mixture of medi- 
eval autocracy, bureaucacy and democracy. The army 
was autocratic ; the civil government was bu- 
reaucratic; the legislative branches were democratic. 
The Kaiser was the titular ,head of the army just as 
our president is the titular head of the American 
army. The army itself was officered by the younger 
sons of the land-owning nobility under the direction 
of a general staff composed of the same element. _ 
-’ However, the real powers which determined the 
policy of modern Germany as of every modern na- 
tion, were the industrialists, bankers and commercial- 
ists. To say therefore, that the World War was a war 
between autocracy and democracy would be as silly 
as to C!aim that fish are fighting each other because 

, some are wetter than others. . 



The Real Cause. 
“The seeds of modern wars are industrial and 

commercial rivalry,” said Woodrow Wilson after his 
return from Versailles and no greater truth was ever 
uttered by mortal man. Of course, others said the 
same thing before, instead of after the war. The So- 
cialists, for instance, embodied the same thought in 
the celebrated and much-maligned St. Louis platform 
and many of them had gone to jail long before Presi- 
dent Wilson had spent fifty billion American dollars 
and two hundred thousand American boys to learn 
the simple truth concerning the cause of modern wars. 

If Mr. Wilson had studied history instead of 
teaching it, he also would have made the interesting 
discovery that no war was ever fought over principles, 
ideals, civilization or democracy. 

Turn back the pages of history and you will find 
hunters fighting over hunting ground, nomads fight- 
ing over pasture land, slave owners fighting over 
slaves to till their fields, feudal barons fighting for 
land to exploit more serfs, merchants waging war to 
free trade routes from robber barons, robber barons 
killing each other for the control of land an\3 water 
ways to levy tributes from the passing caravans, mer- 
chant cities and merchant states fighting each other 
for the control of trade routes, harbors and markets 
to fill their purses. Go back as far as you want to 
and you always will find the nickel under the foot and 
the same noise about justice, freedom, religion, civil; 
ization, Kulture and democracy. 

How Empires Come. 
And here is another thing you will find; wars 

are always getting bigger. The struggle between man 
and man develops into the struggle between tribe and 



tribe, state and state, nation and nation, until it 
reaches the point where combinations of nations are 
fighting combinations of nations. As the world be- 
comes one market, one pfoductive unit to the whole of 
which all peoples must have access, this struggle be- 
comes world war. 

It is in the nature of capitalist nations that they 
must either expand or perish. England for instance, 
cannot feed its population from the fruits of its own 
soil. But England has coal, iron, tin and splendid 
harbors. Following the lines laid down by nations 
she becomes a manufacturing, trading and maritime 
nation. To find markets for her goods, raw materials 
for her factories and bread for her workers, England 
developed into the greatest colonial power of all time. 
This development was, and only could be, accomp-. 
lished by force and at the expense of weaker peoples. 
Her men-of-war drove Spain and Holland off the sea, 
forced France out of Canada, cut her off from Louisi- 
ana and thereby compelled France to sell what is now 
the richest part of the United States. 

The course of empire is determined by economic 
and geographic circumstances. No amount of will or 
intelligence will make Switzerland a maritime or 
fishing nation. .No amount of will or intelligence can 
make mountaineers of the marsh dwellers of Holland. 
England has done what she has done because she 
could not have lived without doing it. She did not 
conquer India to bring Christianity to the Hindoos 
but to obtain wheat for her hungry mouths. Neither 
was it inherited depravity that made her destroy every 
rival and subject every weaker people in her path. In 
her struggle for national existence she simply fol- 
lowed the’ lines of least resistance, which is but an- 
other term for economic determinism. 
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Germany Enters the Rcxe. 
What has been stated here in regard to England 

holds equally good for her principal modern rival- 
Germany. Good, bad or indifferent the German peo- 
ple are what they are, because they cannot be other- 
wise. Poverty of soil and severity of climate made 
the Germans frugal and hard working. For centuries 
the Roman slave traders invaded Southern Germany 
to obtain slaves for Roman estates and these struggles 
between slave hunter and hunted evolved a profes- 
sional warrior class in the South of Germany. For 
many other centuries Mongolian nomads invaded Ger- 
many from the east every time there was a drought 
which destroyed their pastures. Hence the eastern 
border of Germany is dotted with cities whose names 
end with burg as Marienburg, Duenaburg, etc. Burg 
is the term for a fortified place. It was from these 
frontier forts that the “Huns” were fought back from 
German soil and here also developed the warrior cast 
of Prussia, the junkers. 

Until the beginning of the 19th century Germany 
lived principally from agriculture and was practically 
self-supporting. However, the increase of population 
gradually forced the German people to seek a liveli- 
hood by other methods and also in other countries. 
Tens of millions of her sons and daughters migrated 
to other lands and fused with other people. Then 
came the age of coal and iron. The conquest of 
Silesia brought coal. The annesation of Lorraine in 
18’71 gave Germany iron ore. In the same year came 
the unification of the thirty odd German states into 
one political and economic unit. A tremendous in- 
dustrial development followed. Soon German mer- 
chant-men loaded with German goods made their ap- 
pearance in every harbor. To protect this ever-grow-- 



ing foreign trade Germany developed her war fleet. 
She also tried colonization in Africa and China to find 
outlet for her surplus population, a market for 
her goods and raw material for her industries. Her 
main route of development was toward the east. She 
built the Hamburg-Bagdad railroad to tap the rich 
valley of the Tigris and Euphrates where she hoped to 
produce wheat and cotton for her people. The great 
advantage of this rail trade route from the German 
viewpoint was that it could not be attacked by a 
hostile nayy so long as Constantinople was in the 
hands of a friendly power. Hence the alliance between 
Germany and Turkey. But the Bagdad railroad was 
not only a great trade route from Germany to the 
Persian gulf, it also could become a military route 
menacing India while one of its branches menaced 
the Suez Canal. 

Thus German imperialism came in conflict with 
British imperialism. Sooner or later the industria1 
and commercial rivalry between the two foremost cap- 
italist nations of Europe was bound to clash on the 
battlefield and both prepared for the inevitable con- 
flict. 

The Si#es Line Up. 
England, old and’wise in the art of statecraft, 

succeeded early in the 20th century in bringing about 
a coalition between France, Belgium, Russia and some 
minor Balkan states aimed at the isolation of Ger- 
many. Germany, on the other hand, had obtained the 
alliance of Austria, Turkey and Bulgaria. The rea- 
sons for these two combinations are found in historic 
and economic conditions. 

Here Comes France. 
The Thousand year old war between France and ~. . _ 

Germany -ended in 18’71 with the annexation, re-an- 



nexation or restitution of Alsace and Lorraine to 
Germany. For ten centuries these two provinces had 
been a bone of contention between these two countries. 
In the course of time there were stolen, annexed, re- 
annexed and “restituted,” by one or the other so 
often that it is absolutely hopeless to say to which 
of the two countries they belong, One thing is cer- 
tain, Alsace is more German than it is French and 
Lorraine is more French than German and since 
France and Germany at one time formed one country 
I suppose each has as much claim to Alsace and Lor- 
raine as the other. Another thing is also certain, the 
people of Alsace and Lorraine were never consulted 
as to which country they wanted to belong. Self de- 
termination is only a recent invention. 

When Alsace and Lorraine were annexed, re-an- 
nexed or “restituted” for the last time the French 
swore they would never rest till the two provinces 
were annexed, re-annexed or “restituted” to France. 
The result was a new French militarism which was. 
met by a new .German militarism. For fifty years 
these two countries spent every cent and conscripted 
every boy to prepare for the coming fray. Germany 
with her larger and growing population had a shade 
the better as far as numbers were concerned. France 
sought to overcome this handicap by drafting a 
greater percentage of her population. Getting short 
on children and long on money she finally found an 
ally who was long on children and short on money. 
The Czar of Russia had over 180,000,000 people under 
him and not enough money in his treasury to keep 
them under. France loaned some 20 billion francs to 
the Czar who in return promised to build enough 
strategic raiboad running in the direction of Germany 
over which to transport sufficient Russian cannon 



fodder to help France lick Germany in case of war.. 
Thus came about the alliance between republican 

France and Czaristic Russia. And this is how Nicholas. 
Romanoff helped to make the world safe for democ- 
racy. 

Russia Arrives. 
There was, however, another reason why Russia 

joined hands with France and later on with England. 
For a.century Russia had sought a warm water out- 
let for her products. The nearest and most desirable 
opening was at Constantinople. The Crimean war 
was fought over this outlet. Russia wanted Constan- 
tinople, but England, France and Sardinia joined the 
“unspeakable Turk” and helped him to defeat Russia. 
In 1877 Russia made another try. This time she suc- 
ceeded in defeating Turkey but the concert of powers 
which included Germany, France and England made 
such a horrible noise that Russia was scared off from 
gathering the fruits of the victory. From then. on 
Russia looked toward the East for a warm water port, 
when she met an alliance of Japan and Eng: 
land which frustrated the attempt. But now that 
Turkey had become an ally of Germany and the Bag- 
dad Railroad ran through that country toward the 
Persian Gulf and India, the Turkish allies of the 
Crimean war became “unspeakable” again. Russia 
was promised Constantinople and thereby brought 
into alliance with the “great western democracies.” 

And now if any readers find any principles, 
ideals,. or religion in these dealings, double dealings, 
alliances and ententes, they’re welcome. ” 

Getting Ready. For Slaughter. 
From the day that the capitalist nations of Eu- 

rope,had divided themselves into two equally power- 
ful combinations it was only a question of time when 
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hell would break loose. Every thinking person knew 
that the biggest war of all history was on hand. 
Every European country, without a single exception, 
was preparing for “der tag.” Shipyards and munition 
factories worked full blast. Every ablebodied man of 
military age on the, European continent was drilled 
and trained for the great killing fest. Let no man say 
that this or that country led in the hell-bent stampede 
for preparedness. They all did their damndest. The 
only limit was the sky or the limitation set by popu- 
la.tion and wealth. But what man-power and wealth 
they had they spent without stint and limit down to 
the last boy and the last nickel. Let me repeat this, 
for the fact cannot be driven home too strongly, every 
European nation, without a’single exception, strained. 
every nerve and blew in every pound, mark, franc, 
kronen, ruble or lire making ready for the slaughter. 

In the decade before the World War the whole 
of Europe resembled a Texas town in former days 
when every man carried a gat on his hip nervously 
waiting to pull his gun before the other fellow got the 
drop on him. Under such conditions as has been said, 
it would be as foolish to ask the question “who 
started the war?” as it would be to ask who started 
the San Francisco earthquake. 

If we allow powder, dynamite, rubbish, oil, dirt 
and matches to accumulate in heaps it’s a dead cer- 
tainty that some fine day a rat will sink his teeth in 
a matchhead and start the combustion. And whether 
the rat in this case was that imbecile of a Kaiser or 
the beardless Servian stripling who shot the Crown 
Prince of Austria is absolutely immaterial. Sooner 
or later the combustion was bound to come. 

Runnhg Amuck. 
Every European power sought to expand. Each 
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one tried to prevent the others from expanding. Pres- 
sure was met by pressure. Every concession granted 
by a weaker people to one of the powers brought 
about complications that threatened to hurl Europe 
into the abyss. The capitalists and concession hunters 
searched every nook and corner of the globe for oil, 
iron, coal, cotton, copper, wheat, meat, markets, har- 
bor facilities and cheap labor. Industrial and com- 
mercial rivalry ran amuck. And since every modern 
nation is governed by its industrialists and commer- 
cialists the flag followed the trade and the battleship 
followed the flag. What could not be obtained by 
trickery was taken by force. The gain of one was the 
loss of the other. Bribery, corruption, lying and spy- 
ing became the principal occupation of diplomats. 

Armies and navies became toll gatherers, tribute 
collectors, retrievers and hunting dogs of the all pow- 
erful industrial classes, Kings, Kaisers and Presi- 
dents were reduced to National Chamber of Com- 
merce boosters beating the hinterlands for customers 
to buy the calico and glass beads of their potential 
masters, the industrialists. All wanted to expand and 
did expand, until the terrible pressure exerted upon 
each other exploded capitalist civilization. 

Wilson was right, dead right, eternally right, “the 
causes of modern war are industrial and commercial 
rivalry.” What a pity this great truth came to him 
only as an after thought. 

The Keg Blows Up. 
When war broke out in Europe the dominant feel- 

ing in this country was one of horror. Isolated and 
self-contained as we were we could scarcely believe 
that such a thing could be possible at this stage of 
civilization. The feeling of horror was followed by 
an inclination to congratulate ourselves for the three 



thousand miles of salt water lying between us and 
Europe. What ever would happen over there could 
effect us but little over here. “Too bad they are kill- 
ing each other in Europe. God pity the poor boys who 
are slaughtering each other by the hundreds of thou- 
sands. It surely feels good to be an American in these 
days, free of Kings, Kaisers and militarists who cause 
all these crazy wars.” Such, in short, were the dom- 
inant feelings of the broad masses of our people. Of 
course many of our foreign born citizens sympathized 
deeply with their kinfolks on the other side as is only 
natural. Racial instincts cannot be eliminated in one 
or two generations and least of all by the simple 
process of swearing off allegiance to some foreign 
potentate. However, the remarkable fact is that 
through all the fiery hot passion and bedlam of the 
war not a single naturalized alien was convicted of 
treason to his adopted country. The hyphenated cit- 
izen grumbled and protested but he obeyed the laws 
of’ the land. 

What We Forgot. 
What America overlooked in its mood of self 

congratulation was that modern wars are not caused 
by Kings, Kaisers or militarists but by industrial and 
commercial rivalry, and the belatecl realization of this 
fact manifested itself presently with the breakdown 
of the spirit of neutrality which prevailed in the early 
days of the World War.. 

The law of trade is sell to the highest bidder, be 
he Jew, Christian, Heathen or Hottentot. And to sell 
him anything from crucifixes to idols and poison gas. 
So strong indeed is the selling instinct of commercial- 
ists that I sincerely believe that they would sell coal 
to the devil himself in the full knowledge that he 
would roast them with their own fuel some day. 
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When, therefore, American capitalists began to fur- 
nish the Allies with the sinews of war it was not that 
they were partial to that side of the conflict. They 
would just as gladly have furnished the Central Pow- 
ers with food and munitions to win the war and if 
these powers would have paid one cent extra on the 
dollar they could have had the entire output. 

By this I do not mean that our capitalists stand 
on a lower moral level than do those of other coun- 
tries. They may stand higher for all I know. German 
industrialists for instance, were found guilty during 
the war of having sold machines for the manufactur- 
ing of munitions to Russia by way of Sweden. English 
explosive manufacturers sold explosives to the Ger- 
man army and French and German industrialists 
somehow persuaded the war lords on their respective 
sides to spare armament factories in the fire zone in 
which they were mutually and financially interested. 

Our Customer Gets in Trouble. 
However, Britannia ruled the waves, hence Bri- 

tannia and her Ailies became the sole customers of 
our industrialists-that is our ruling class. And since 
this class owns and controls the avenues of publicity, 
education and propaganda and since trader and cus- 
tomer are always friends it was not long until the 
American people had it droned into their ears that 
our customer was all right and his competitor all 
wrong. By the time the Allied munition bill had 
reached three billion, Wilson’s injunction to “be neu- 
tral even in spirit” had given way to “benevolent neu- 
trality.” After it had reached six billion we stepped 
down to “armed neutrality.” And by the time the 
Allied war debt to American plutocracy had mounted 
nea? to the ten billion mark we entered the war on 
the side of our customer who by this time presented 
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the aspect of a near bankrupt whom nothing but the 
intervention of his chief creditor could save from ab- 
solute bankruptcy. All of which is in accordance 
with biblical lore which says: “Where a man’s purse 
is, there his heart is also.” 

Heart and Purse. 
The purse of our industrialists had gone “over 

there.” Their hearts went over there and being the 
real rulers of the land our sons went over there, to 
“make the world safe for democracy,” and incident- 
ally save the House of ‘Morgan, the fiscal agent of 
the British government,.from bankruptcy. 

The American people did not want the war. For 
two years they had heard all about the invasion of 
Belgium, German atrocities and the sinking of the 
1,usitania. They had been bombarded by a barrage 
of propaganda such as never had been inflicted on 
any other people. The newspapers, magazines, 
preachers, lawyers and college professors of the 
House of Morgan had lacerated their hearts with 
biood curdling atrocity tales and kept them on the 
jump in fear of Hun invasions. Still they refused to 
bite. And when Wilson made his campaign for re- 
election on the slogan, “he kept us out of war,” they 
returned him to the presidency to keep us out of war. 

We Vote For Peace. 
The vote of the election of 1916 registered the 

will of the sovereign American people. The issue 
was war or peace. They voted for peace. Their man- 
date to Woodrow Wilson was “keep us out of the 
war.” There could be no other meaning. And if any- 
thing happened between November 1916 and April 
3917 to cause Woodrow Wilson to change from an ad- 
vocate of peace to an advocate of war then there was 
but one honorable course left open to him and that 
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was to resign his high of&e which he had obtained 
from the hands of the American people under the 
promise that he would keep them out of the war. 

. No man, not even a president of the United States 
has a right to violate the will of the majority ex- 
pressed at the ballot box in unmistakable terms. The 
American people may have been wrong in voting for 
peace. Wilson may have had sufficient reason to 
change his mind. However, ours is supposed to be a 
government of majorities deriving its power from the 
consent of the governed and the governed in this case 
had given their mandate for peace. Wilson had no 
mandate to take the nation into the war. On the con- 
trary, by electing him on the peace issue of his party 
he was pledged for peace and should rather have re- 
signed his office than violate that pledge. 

Such an action, it is true would have been un. 
precedented in Amtrican government. But so also 
was the World War unprecedented and so was the 
shipping of a million American boys to Europe and 
so was the draft law. The action of Woodrow Wilson 
in juggling or forcing America into the World War 
one month after his second election on the slogan “he 
kept us out of war” constitutes the blackest betrayal 
of American democracy on record. 

We Show Our Opposition. 
But the American people did not only vote 

against our entrance into the World War they showed 
their opposition to war by many other acts. They 
heartily disapproved of the policy of their elected 
servants (God save the mark). When the call for 
volunteers went Out, less than one hundred thousand 
men enlisted out of a total population of ten millions 
of military age. After the draft law was enacted 
which forced every man of military age to register 



under threat of one thousand dollars fine or one year 
in the penitentiary or both, ten million men registered 
and out of this number more than nine million claimed 
exemption. 

The first 3 per cent war bond issue was sold al- 
most exclusively among the bankers, commercialists 
and industrialists who were by this time making 
money hand over fist out of the misery of our race. 
Subsequent bond issues were sold mainly by means of 
coercion, threat, yellow paint, lynching parties and 
strong arm crews. In November, 1918, at a time when 
victory was assured and the Allied armies were driv- 
ing the Germans back, President Wilson appealed to 
the American people to give him a democratic con- 
gress to support his policies. The people handed him 
a republican majority in both houses. And when two 
years later Mr. Cox, the candidate of Woodrow Wil- 
son, made his campaign for President on Wilson’s war 
record and on Wilson’s League of Nations issue they 
swamped him with seven million republican majority 
bestowed upon a candidate practically unknown out- 
side of his own state. 

The only possible way American democracy can 
express its will is at the ballot box and at the ballot 
box the American people had voted against our en- 
trance into the war. And at the ballot box they re- 
pudiated Wilson during the war and after the war. 
Before the war they said to Wilson “stay out” during 
and after the war they said “get out.” What more 
proof do we want that the American people did not 
want the war? 

Democracy atid Public Opinion. 
Democracy is a tool by which the voters express 

their will. And just as the finest mechanical tool is.. 
useless or even destructive in the hands of a savage, 

. .  
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so democracy may become useless or destructive in 
the hands of the uninformed or the misinformed. The 
practical working of democr&zy is therefore depend- 
ent upon the intelligence of the .voters. And if we 
should judge the intelligence of the American masses 
and their fitness for democracy by their voting imme- 
diately before, during and after the war we must ad- 
mit that they showed sound common sense and good 
judgment. It was not democracy; not the headless 
stampede of the mob that hurled America into the 
World slaughter, but the blind greed of its ruling 
class, the Emperors, Kings and Grand Dukes of in- 
dustry aided and abetted by their satellites, the 
scribes and Pharasees of whom Woodrow Wilson was 
the most illustrious example. 

Our Real Rulers. 
. The real rulers of every country irrespective of 

its form of government are those who own and control 
the means of production,and distribution of the ne- 
cessities and luxuries of life. Those who control un- 
limited funds control unlimited power. They are 
nearly almighty and can do anything they please, 
whether it be lawful or lawless, constitutional or un- 
constitutional. The old saying, “the King can do no 
wrong,” applies with equal force to the financial, in- 
dustrial and commercial kings of our own time and 
our own country. -And these people wanted war be-, 
cause they saw more money in war than in peace. 
And because they thought more of profit than they 
thought of their. country and race. 

The billions which Europe had sent to them for 
killing devices had whetted their appetite for more. 
Moreover there was a. limit to Europe’s finances and 
borrowing power. Soon the golden flood would cease 
td flow. There also. was danger that these splendid 
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customers who never asked for the price of things and - - 
always clamored for more and more might be unable 
to meet their bills. To keep up the blood-born pros- 
perity America had to get into the war with its un- 
limited resources. Plutocracy had gambled on the .i 
victory of its customers, it was now up to the Ameri- 
can masses to deliver the goods. 

Emperor J. P. 
The Imperial House of Morgan, Fiscal Agent of 

the Allies, head of the banking system of the United 
States, directing force in every trust, monopoly and 
corporation and syndicate worth while to mention, 
with ramifications reaching into every news agency, 
newspaper, bank, counting room, university and law 
office, gave the signal and newspapers shrieked for 
war. Preachers proclaimed the holy crusade for civil- . 
ization, college professors howled like savages for the 
blood of the Huns in whose universities they had 
learned their trade. Every chamber of commerce 
from New York, the Holy City of Mammon, to Po- 
dunk on Muskrat Creek, yelled murder. 

The few brave statesmen who counseled horse- 
sense and peace were denounced as “willful men,” and 
traitors. Organizations which had the temerity to de- 
mand to know what the rumpus was about were 
chased from city to city like outlaws. Everybody who 
did not join in the savage uproar for slaughter was 
denounced as pro-German. Courts became lynch tri- -=-:.I.: 
bunals handing out sentences of ten and twenty years 
in the penitentiary for the expression of opinion or .‘--.. 
for nothing at all. The bill of rights of the Constitu- -?:$, 

_. tions with its guarantee of free speech, free press -y&:?’ 
and the right of assembly, was thrown on the scrap : 

‘,2’“:;:;2.y>; 

heap. It became a crime to quote the Sermon on the 1 
_- 
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Mount, the Ten Commandments and the Declaration 
of Independence. 

The Reign of Terror. 
A cotton junker from Texas by the name of 

Burleson, deprived opposition newspapers of their 
rights of the mail or of receiving mail at all. At the 
height of the fury the government boasted of having 
700,000 paid and unpaid spies at its command. Every 
crank, thief, blackguard and scoundrel crawled out 
of his hiding place, wrapped Old Glory around his 
carcass and became a desirable citizen by the simple 
process of yowling for war. 

Members of religious bodies who attempted to 
live up to the precepts of Christianity were hung up 
by their necks or starved and beaten to death in 
prison. Men suspected of pacific tendencies were 
mobbed, beaten, soaked in ponds, made to kiss the flag 
and even murdered. And these outrages took place 
with the full consent and knowledge of those who are 
supposed to uphold the law and six months after the 
sovereign American people had voted for peace. 

Lie-Peddlers Flourish. 
The intellectual whoredom of plutocracy, the pro- 

fessors, preachers, lawyers and journalists invented 
and peddled tales manufactured out of whole cloth 
to inflame the minds of the unthinking. Just as if 
there could be anything more atrocious than war it- 
self. And just as if it mattered that a few children 
were mutilated by war mad maniacs at a time when 
the statesmen of Christian nations starved millions of 
children into, their graves. Read the book by Sir 
Phillip Gibbs, “Now It Can Be Told,” and learn how 

-much truth there was to these tales. However, no 
tale reflecting upon the vileness of the- enemy was 

* . 



silly enough not to be repeated a thousandfold. These 
gentry even succeeded in making some people believe 
that the German navy was about to bombard N$w 
York and this at the time when all the Allied navies 
combined could not get within gun shot of Hamburg 
or even of Zebrugge, the German submarine nest on 
the unfortified coast of Belgium less than a hundred 
miles distant from England. Over the hellish din, 
noise and mad-house babble floated the rhetoric of 
Woodrow Wilson in a steady stream of idealistic cas- 
toria counseling the American people to enter the 
holy crusade for democracy, peace, freedom, open 
covenants openly arrived at, freedom of the sea, self- 
determination and what-not. Worse still all this 
idealistic clap-trap and rubbish was broadcasted after 
the Russ&n Bolsheviki had already published the 
secret treaties which the Czar had entered into with 
his fellow crusaders for democracy and which de- 
scribed in minute details how the world loot was to 
be divided among our peace and liberty loving Allies. 
And all from the man “who kept us out of war” and 
who was elected President of the United States “to 
keep us out of war.” 

American democracy had voted for peace. Amer- 
ican pltitocracy demanded war and plutocracy had its 
way, for, the rulers of every country, irrespective of 
its form of government, are those who own and con- 
trol the means of production and distribution of the 
necessities and luxuries of life. 

The Lost Cause. 
The war aims for which America had entered 

into the war were first formulated by the Bolsheviki 
government shortly after its rise to power and adopt- 
ed by Woodrow Wilson without giving credit to their. 
authors. These war aims are better known as the 
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Fourteen Points. If these war aims were achieved 
then we won the war. If they were not achieved we 
lost the war. Here are the Fourteen Points accom- 
panied by their fate: 

1. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, 
after which there shall be no private interna- 
tional understandings of any kind but diplo- 
macy shall proceed always frankly and in the 
public view. 

The peace treaty of Versailles was drafted and 
adopted by four men behind closed doors. Wilson 
did not even inform the senate of the United States 
of its provisions until the deal was closed. 

2. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, 
outside territorial waters, alike in peace and 
in war, except as the seas may be closed in 
whole or in part by international action for 
the enforcement of international covenants. 

This subject, so vital to Americans, was not even 
discussed at Versailles. . 

3. The removal, so far as possible, of all eco- 
nomic barriers and the establishment of an 
equality of trade conditions among all the 
nations consenting to the peace and associat- 
ing themselves for its maintenance. 

Nothing happened. 
4. Adequate guarantees given and taken that 

national armaments will be reduced to the 
lowest point consistent with domestic safety. 

No such guarantees were given or ta$en. Our 
erstwhile Allies are spending more money on armies 
and navies now than they did at any time before the 
war. 

5. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial 
adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon 
a strict observance of the principle that in 

-determining all such questions of sovereignty 
the interests of the populations concerned i 

’ I  ,  

1 
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must have equal weight with the equitable 
claims of the government whose title is to ‘oe 
determined. 

The colonies of the vanquished n-ere divided 
among the victors in strict compliance of the honored 
principles “to the victor belong the spoils” and in 
utter disregard of the wishes of the inhabitants of 
these colonies who were not even consulted. 

6. The evacuation or’ all Russian territory and 
such a settlement of all questions affecting 
Russia as will secure the best and freest co- 
operation of the other nations of the world in 
obtaining for her an unhampered and unem- 
barrassed opportunity for tile independent 
determination of her own poiisical deve!op- 
ment and national policy and assure her of a 
sincere welcome into the society of free na- 
tions under institutions of her own chasing: 
anct, more than 3 y.ve! come. assistance aiso oi 
every kind that she ma:: need and may her- 
se! f desire. The treatment accorded Russia 
bv her sister nations in the months to :ome 
$l! be the acid test of their good xi-ii!, of their- 
comprehension or’ her neetls as ciisting:iisheci 
from their own interests. and :heir intelligent 
and unselfish sympathy. 

-\ftey peace \vitjl tile r,‘ent;-a] ?dl.yers x,x-as as- 
sured. the armies or‘ i,l?e governments or‘ France. Eng- 
iand, Italy. Japan and the United States invaded 
Russia, made war upon its people 7iithout the formai- 
ity of declaring lvai* and without consulting the con- 
stitutional authorities or‘ their respective countries. 
On top of that these gol-ernments jupyor’ed, aided 
and abetted ever;: counter revoiutionarp chieftain and 
bandit who sought to ye-establish Szariam in Russia. 

7. Eelgium, the whole wor!ci svili agree, must be 
evacuated and restored. without any attempt 
to limit the sovereignty which she enjoys in 
common with all other free nations. 30 other 
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single act will serve as this will serve to re- 
store confidence among the nations in the laws 
which they have themselves set and de- 
termined for the government of their rela- 
tions with one another. Without this heal- 
ing act the whole structure and validity of in- 
ternational law is forever impaired. 

Belgium was evacuated and restored and is now 
the military vassel of France. 

C. All F;ench territory should ‘be freed and the q 
invaded portions restored, and the wrong 
done T;O France by Prussia in 1571 in the mat- 
ter of ,\_isace-LoxGne. which has uncentered 
the little groups of iandlords and mer- 
chants and men of aC’airs with :vhom they 
mav once more be made secure in the inter- 
est “oi ail. 

The wrong done to France by Prussia in 1371 has 
been righted. In piaCe oi the four biilion goid marks 
which the Prussians extorted tram The French in 1871, 
Germany is to pay 132 billion gold marks to the Allies. 
Xlsace and Lorraine have Seen annesed, re-annexed 
01 “restituted” once more and again without consuit- 
ing their intiabitanrs. 

9. A readjustmenr of r!le frontiers of Italy 
should be eifected aiong t:ie:iri>r zxDgnizab!e 
lines of nationality. 

The read.iustment of the frontiers of Itaiy ;e- 
suited in the annexation of the Tyrol up to the zrem- 
mer PSS, :t territory as German as Brandenburg, 
creating thf‘rc’i!>- :I (;?i*i~an “irl-identia.” 

10. Thct p”f)!‘!k> f)t‘ .\ilSt.~in-Hungary, whose place 

:~mong fhrt liAii~lll5 iV(! \Vish t() see safeguarded 
allci ;\ss’!1lYti. .ctlcJlliii IIt! :l(ZCOrded the freest 
opp,)t?uni:y ()I’ autonomous Cif?l-elopment. 

The people of .-~:iStri:l-r-~iln~:Ir~ ha\-e been (ii- 
+ded into sundry pa>liticaI units in utter disregard 
of the ecnnomlc ’ - dzmnnds of the situatim. Hungary 
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the granary. of the former empire is one country; i 
Bohemia, the, coal bin and tool shop is another coun- : 
try; Austria proper, the former banking and commer- 
cial center, is still another country and so on down the 
line. All of these new states are enjoying autonomy 
but will have precious little to eat until another Aus- 
trian Empire is invented. 

11. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be 
evacuated ; occupied territories restored ; Ser- 
bia accorded free and secure access to the sea; 
and the relations of the several Balkan states 
to one another determined by friendly coun. 
se1 along historically established lines of al- 
legiance and nationality; ancl international 
guarantees of the political and economic in- 
dependence and territorial integrity of the 
several Balkan state should be entered into. 

Roumania, Serbia and Montenegro have been 
evacuated and may be restored, provided their former 
allies let them have a share of the German war in- 
demnity. 

12. The Turkish portions of the present Otto- 
man Empire should be assured a secure sov- 
ereignty, but the other nationalities which are 
now under Turkish rule should be assured an 
undoubted security of life and an absolutely 
unmolested opportunity of autonomous de- i 
velopment, and the Dardaneiles should be ’ 
permanently opened as a free passage to the 
ships and commerce of all nations under in- j 
ternational guarantees. 1 

Under secret treaties Constantinople was prom- i 
ised to Russia. After the withdrawal of Russia, Con- 
stantinople was promised to Greece to induce the re- 
luctant Greeks to enter the- war. Still later it was 
occupied by the British who are still there. In the 
meantime the Turks have re-occupied other territ.ory 
promised to Greece with the help of France which at 
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present is at odds with England for hogging the 
Mosul oil fields and other valuable fields of exploita- 
tion. “The other nationalities under Turkish rule are 
no longer under Turkish rule, the Turks having ship- 
ped them out of Turkey. 

1 5. An independent Polish state should be 
erected which should include the territories 
inhabited by indisputably Polish populations, 
which should be assured a free and secure 
access to the sea, and whose political and 
economic independence and territorial integ- 
rity should be guaranteed by international 
covenant. 

Poland is free and independent. Backed up by 
the military power of France she is now trying to 
digest her share of foreign nationalities in her body. 

14. A general association of nations must be 
formed under specific covenants for the pur- 
pose of affording mutual guarantees of 
political independence and territorial integ- 
rity to great and small states alike. 

The League of Nations was buried under a seven 
million majority of sovereign American votes in 1920. 
Something of its kind will be eventually adopted when 
the colossal folly of the Versailles treaty for which 
Woodrow Wilson must bear his full share of respon- 
sibility is fully realized. 

The Hell of It All. 
The greatest war in history settled nothing. It 

was the most terrific waste of life and wealth perpe- 
trated since the days of Cain. Ten million men died 
in vain. Twenty million human beings were slain by 
the flu, that is the pest foliowing the war. The num- 
ber of orphans and widows runs into the tens of 
millions. The childhood of whole continents was 
stunted, in growth. The moral breakdown in the wake 
of mass murder, hate, passion and lying brought hu- 
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manity a thousand years nearer to the beast from 
which it sprang. The monetary loss estimated at 
$250,000,000,000, that is two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand million dollars is so staggering and so far be- 
yond the comprehension of the human mind that it 
may only be made understandable by saying that if 
the whole fiorth American continent comprising 
Canada, the United States and Mexico with all the 
cities, towns, homes, railroads, factories, money and 
domestic animals had sunk into the sea the loss would 
not quite equal the total wealth destroyed in the 
World War. The wealth, life, brain and resources so 
criminally wasted in this orgy of destruction would 
have brought mankind ten thousand years nearer to 
paradise. It brought it nearer to hell. 

Stupid Statesmen. 

The tremendous explosion did not even produce 
a single outticanding figure military, political or other- 
wise. Its great strategists depend on hunger and 
attrition to win their battles. One set was as stupid 
and as wasteful of cannon fodder as the other. The 
leading political figures on the Allied side such as 
Lloyd George, Clemenceau, Orlando and Wilson 
were shallow party politicians who don’t know even 
yet what it was all about. The post mortem state- 
ment of Wilson’s that it was a war caused by indus- 
trial and commercial rivalry was the only glimmer 
of near intelligence radiating from these suns. The 
statesmen (?) on the other side were equally stupid 
and would have been more stupid if such a thing 
could have been humanly possible. The predomi- 
nant characteristic of the war was the wholesale 
resignation of horse sense, the suppression of truth, 
the glorification of lies, hates and passions and the 
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general scrapping of the civilizing and humanizing 
acquisitions of the human race. 

I 
Militarism is more ‘rampant than ever. Im- 

i perialism is more rapacious than ever. Thanks to 
the Balkanization of Europe, that is the division of 
large economic units into smaller political units, the 
danger of war is greater than ever. National antag- 
onism is deeper than at any time in the history of 

! the world. The economic boundaries which the cap- 
italists have erected to protect their industries 
against the competition of other industrialists are . 

j still separating the people of the earth. Trade 

! routes, harbor facilities, coaling stations, are as ever 

1 
in the hands of the strong. Britannia still rules the 
waves, a rulership which by the way is seriously 
threatened by the rapid development’ of submarine 

i 
i 

and aerial warfare on the part of its former ally 

] 
France. 

-4 New Balance of Power. 
! Already we see unmistakable signs of a new 

balance of power; England the carrier, Germany the 
manufacturer and Russia the agriculturist are 
being forced together by economic necessity. More- 
over it has always been the policy of Great Britain 
to bring about a coalition against its most dangerous 
rival. She organized the Holy Alliance of Rus- 
sia, Prussia and Austria against France after the 
great French Revolution. She organized the Trip- 
ple Entente against Germany when that country 
threatened her industrial and commercial suprem- 
acy. The long-headedness of British statesmanship 
can be relied upon to have an alliance ready against 
France which is as miltaristic today as she was un- 
der’ Napoleon the First. Then, too, the ferocity of 
the ‘Versailles treaty is driving Germany to the 



‘arms of Russia just as the ferocity of the Versailles 
treaty of 1871 drove- Fr’ance to the arms of Russia. 
Germany, a country smaller than Texas, cannot 
feed its 65 millions without a highly developed in- 
dustry and she cannot feed her industries without 
the coal of Silesia and the Ruhr and the iron ore of 
Lorraine. The economic urge, the strongest of all 
forces, makes an aliance between Russia and Ger- 
many a dead certainty. 

France on the other hand is feverishly trying to 
hold with force what she obtained by force. Her 
military establishment is now greater than was that 
of Germany before the war. She has already fi- 
nanced and counselled her former enemy, Turkey, 
in its war against her former allies, Greece and 
England. Her hope lies in a military alliance with 
Poland and some of the new mushroom states cre- 
ated for that very purpose by the treaty of Ver- 
sailles. In the meantime she is aiming to keep Ger- 
many helpless for all time to come, an attempt 
which is as hopeless as the prevention of seasonal 
rotation. 

Demccracy ih the Dump. 
Democracy is in the worse plight than it has 

been at any time during the last half century. Es- 
pecially is this the case in the United States. The 
was has strengthened plutocracy and weakened de- 
mocracy. Our masters have learned how to cowe and 
terrorize the masses. They have learned that the 
duly elected representatives of the people can be re- 
duced to rubber stamps by the fear of mob psychol- 
ogy manufactured by their unspeakably vile press 
and hired intellectuals. They have learned that the 
Bill of Rights in the Constitution is but a scrap of 
paper that may be safely exchanged for inspired 
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mob rule. They have learned that the courts, the 
bulwark of American liberties, are as susceptible to 
the mob spirit as a Texas lynching party. 

Our plutocracy has stolen at least one-half of 
all the money allowed by the sale of Liberty Bonds 
and War Saving Stamps. A recounting of their 
thieveries woulcl fill as many volumes as are con- 
tained in the Congressional Library. Yet not a 
single prominent member of the Commercial Loot- 
ers’ League has been so much as indicted, in spite of 
the fact that knowiedge of these lootings is common 
property. “The kings can do no wrong.” 

“Feminy” the Swag. 
Ever since the War this class has been busy 

consolidating its gains. The billions stolen from the 
American middleciass, the farmers and the wage 
earners are being made immune from the tax col- 
lector by means of stock dividends and tax exempt 
securities. The gigantic war debt is shifted onto the 
underdog who also furnished the cannon fodder. Out 
of the 50,000 soldiers who gave up their lives there 
was not one above the rank of Colonel. 

By means of deflation and the erection of high 
tariffs the looters have prevented the exchange of 
European goods for American farm products and 
brought our farmers to the verge of bankruptcy. 
Their private armies of gunmen, thugs and spies, 
aided and abetted by the Open Shop crowd started a 
relentless warfare against organized labor on the 
morning following the Armistice. The guiding 
principle of plutocracy “get ,a11 you can and can all 
you get,” stopped this class from throwing a beg- 
gar’i,crumb in the shape of a bonus to the returning 
soldiers who had fought the War. Verily if Amer- 
ica had entered the World. War with the object of 
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making America safe for plutocracy then our advent- 
ure was a howling 8ucce88. If on the other hand we en- 
tered the War to obtain all the nice thing8 enumer- 
ated in the Fourteen Points then it was an unquali- 
fied failure. For wealth is power and poverty is 
weakness and thank8 to our entrance into the War 
our Plutocracy is wealthier than ever, while our 
masses are poorer than ever. 

Expensive Wood-Sawing. 
Of course we licked the Kaiser. This dull tool of 

fate is now sawing wood for exercise. If he had 
been born in a cottage he would be sawing wood for 
a living. But it cost us fifty billions of dollars and the 
precious lives of 50,000 youths to reduce a rattle- 
brained figure-head to the status of a wood-sawing 
country gentleman. Was it worth it? Of all the pit- 
iful pigmies thrown on the crest of the World War 
wave none are more pathetic than such imbecilic 
weaklings as the Kaiser and Czar who thought they 
were rulers, when as a matter of fact they were ruled 
by court cliques and miltary conspiracies, who in turn 
were animated by those industrial and commercial 
pirates who constitute the ruling class of every mod- 
ern country. 

But it will be asked what would have happened 
had the Central Powers been victorious. The an- 
swer is that in that event the countries of Franz and 
Bill would have inflicted on the countries of John 
and Jean exactly what the countries of John and 
Jean are inflicting on the countries of Franz and 
Bill. Everything loose and everything nailed down 
as well, would have been stolen-colonies, conces- 
sions, foreign investments, oil, coal, ships, markets,; 
cables, harbors and coaling stations. 
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Imperialistic Indigestion. 

! Instead of England, France, Italy and Japan 
i having swiped German territory, the Germans 
i would have swiped some of the territory of England, 

F’rance. Italy and Japan. And the Germans would 
have bitten off more than they could have digested 
just as our Allies have. Then some day there would 

/ 2 be another War springing from the “seeds of indus- 
i trial and commercial rivalries” folldwed by more 

stealing, looting and disputing of boundaries. 
i The only important question in this connection 

is, “where do we come in?” Must this nation assume 
the rule of aiding this or that set of imperialistic 
gamblers in stealing the other fellow’s winnings? 
Must we waste the lives of our sons and the fruits 
of our toil to determine whether the firm of Swin- 
dleman & Co., of Bremen, or the firm of Humbug 
and Son, Ltd., of Manchester is to sell calico in Per- 

i sia or opium in Manchuria. 
A Choice of Cut Throats. 

Is there anything in the moral makeup, the 
culture, the civilization or the domestic or foreign 
policy that makes them more desirable in the eyes of 
Americans than other imperialists? 

To be sure, blood is thicker than water. But the 
blood of Germany, France, England and America is 
of very much the same density and the same origin. 
Moreover the blood relationship between England 
and America did not prevent the Revolutionary War 
nor the War of 1812. It is also true that France 
sent Lafayette to aid the colonies in the struggle 
against the mother-country. It was our own dough- 
bo,ys who sang, “We’ve paid our debt to Lafayette and 
who the hell do we owe now?” Also Frederich the 
Hohenzollern sent Baron Steuben and De Kalb for 
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the same purpose and the same reason to get even 
with England. Rochambeau came to the aid of 
Washington with 6,000 men and ships. But 260,000 
Germans fought in the Civil War on the side of the 
Union, among them Zeppelin, the inventor of the dir- 
igible. 

Ecerybody Vs. Ecerybody. 
If the foreign policy of America is to be deter- 

mined by the debt of gratitude we owe to this or that 
nation we might just as well shut up shop and go to 
w-ar at once, for everybody and against everybody. 
However you may be sure people do not go to war 
for such sentimental trifles as paying debts of grat- 
itude. They go to war only when the material inter- 
ests of their ruling classes send them. 

The statesmen of today who cannot view the 
world as an economic unit and the human race as one 
body is a menace to civilization. The failure to rec- 
ognize this all-important fact was mainly responsi- 
ble for the World War. Steam and electricity has 
shrunk our little globe until the peoples have rubbed 
shoulders. The increase in the population of the 
foremost European nations forced them more and 
more to adopt industry and commerce to sustain 
themselves. With industrialism came exploitation. 
The workers of the capitalistic nations never earned 
enough to purchase the products of their labor. This 
surplus had to be sold or exchanged for the raw ma- 
terial of “backward peoples.” 

Armed Peddlers. 
A large part of the surplus, however, was in- 

vested in capitalistic enterprises in non-capitalistic 
countries. The shoes, clothing, food and machinery 
which the workers of England and Germany could 



not purchase with their meager earnings were used 
for the development and exploitation of far-off 
lands. Each capitalistic power sought the control 
of ever-growing fields of investment and exploita- 
tion by military means. Thus came about the mar- 
riage between capitalism and militarism known as 
imperialism. The modern State is an armed peddler 
ever ready to shoo or shoot a competitor off the field. 
The World War was a peddler’s war. 

The Lesson 

War begets war. 
War cannot be abolished by war. 

Modern wars are the result of industrial and 
commercial rivalry. 

Industrial and commercial rivalries are the 
fruits of the capitalist system of production which 
creates a surplus of commodities that cannot be 
absorbed by the home market because the home 
folks do not earn enough to buy all that they pro- 
duce. 

So long as we have competitive capitalism 
there will be war. 

A league of capitalist nations would be only pos- 
sible if the capitalists in every country would be- 
come stockholders in the industries of every other 
country. This would be capitalist international- 
ism based on the solid ground of common interest. In 
this event the capitalists could create a world super 
government and “reduce national armament to the 
Jowest point consistent with domestic safety,” as in- 
dicated in paragraph four df the fourteen points. 
,This is but another way of saying, a police force suf- 
ficient to keep the under dogs in their places. 



Cn the event of international capitalism taking 
the place of national competitive capitalism, the per- 
pendicular division of peoples would give way to a 
horizontal division, dividing the human race into 
upper and laxer strata with the inevitable result of 
a world wide class war. 

The Only Remedy. 
The only remedy for national wars and class 

wars is democracy. By democracy I mean industrial 
democracy. For political democracy without indus- 
trial democracy is but a shadow. Those who own 
everything, own and will always own the govern- 
ment irrespective of its form. If the people of a 
country want to own their own government and be- 
come masters of their destiny, they must be equal 
stockholders in the industries of their country, that 
is their country’s resources must be the common 
property of the whole people. 

The way to industrial democracy is through ed- 
ucation, organization and co-operation. The masses 
must pool their numbers, votes, abilities, capital and 
purchasing power to create machinery for the pro- 
duction and distribution of the necessities and lux- 

uries of life. Above that they must strain every 
nerve to acquire the ability and the enlightened self- 
ishness required by the democratic administration of 
common property. The way is long and. full of pit- 
falls but “Step by step the longest march can be 
won,-can be won.” Besides there is no other way. 
Another World War may spell the doom of our race. 
Therefore let every man and every woman who 
loves his country and his race devote himself toward 
the building of the new structure which is already 
rising above ground. It may be but another dream 
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but even dreams are better than the nightmare of 
another war. 

To the Judge. 
Your Honor: The first part of this little history 

was written in 1908 when no one dreamed America 
would send a million youths across the briny deep to 
settle thousand-year-old, old-world quarrels three 
thousand miles away from home. But in spite of 
the ancient character of this booklet it was sup- 
pressed during the World War. Hundreds of poor 
devils were jailed ilor no other crime than having 
this humble history in their possession; even I, its 
author, was indicted for having inscribed its pages. 

The second part of this little history was written 
fifteen years later in the hope that I might contri- 
bute my humble mite toward preventing another 
war. But now that war is upon us all again and we 
all about to shed our blood, gold and reason, the 
blind Gods of Greed and Hate, permit me to give you 
my reason for having written this booklet. 

Your Honor : I have travelled far and wide and 
in my rambling, I have met many people in many 
lands and most of them I learned to love and few of 
them I learned to hate. Take it all in all, the human 
race is a rather sorry outfit, “but with all her faults I 
love her still.” I find just enough good and noble 
souls in every land to preserve my faith that the an- 
imal man is slowly groping upward to a godlike des- 
tiny. I do not want to see the worst in us destroy the 
hope that slumbers in the best of us. I do not want 
to see the bloody fist of greed disturb the fine spun 
web, the great creative forces, woven ten million years 
ago. I doglot want my race to sell its soul for things 
that rot and rust. 
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Life is so sweet and dear and short, eternity so 
long and strange. Why should we let some gray- 
haired fools, blinded by lust of gain, send beardless 
youths into their graves ere they have loved and 
lived? Why should we let some greedy hogs decree 
the suicide of our kind? 

And then, Oh, Honored Judge, I cannot help from 
loving truth. I cannot die with unborn thoughts 
upon my mind. I cannot murder what has come 
to me through thousands of unknown souls. If there- 
fore, the truth, as I know truth, offend thee, then 
hang me on the highest gallows in thy gift. Sweeter 
far to die for truth and race than lie and live a slave 
to greed. 
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