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GOOD NIGHT, COMRADE-AND GOOD MORNING. 

By OWEN R. LOVEJOY 

My Dear ‘Gene: 
You are the first of my own personal friends to be put behind the 

bars of a penitentiary. Your going fills me with a new, strange emotion, 
and I cannot see how you can be so calm about it. To think of YOU 
who love so to roam the fields and woods and look across broad plains- 
confined to a orison cell: to think that the faces and handclasos of the 
little children-who have hocked around you on the streets of your own 
city-henceforth shut out from your view; to realize that those eager 
multitudes who have thronged to hear your cheering message of human 
freedom and just government are to hear your voice no more; that 
while we whose natures are less ardent. whose sense of dutv is less 
keen, whose vision is less. clear, whose ‘hearts are not so warm and 
tender, and whose love of God is less intense-to think that we are to 
be at liberty while you are confined, that we may speak while you are 
Silent, that we may enjoy sunshine and flowers and the contact of 
friends, while you are bound within the narrow dungeon walls:-what 
outrage cloaked in legal technicalities could prove so clearly the bank- 
ruptcy of the present social order? 

You are convicted of hating war. I -think you are guilty. I recall 
how your voice has always been against any violence, even when you 
saw your own beloved-fellow workers crushed under the oppressor’s 
heel. I remember how you used to denounce Prussian militarism in the 
old days before the war, while presidents and congressmen and judges 
and diplomats were kissmg his mailed fist: They say you are a pacifist; 
that you have long protested against war. Of this I believe you are 
also- guilty: You,are sent to prison for ten years for saying last year 
what all the representatives ‘of all the governments at the Paris Peace 
Table are saying today-that WAR MUST CEASE. You have looked 
forward as Victor Hugo looked toward a day “when a cannon will be 
exhibited in public museums, just as an instrument of torture is now, 
and people will be astonished to think such a thing could have been.” 
You looked for the day when the seas would no longer be crowded with 
battleships or infested with mines and submarines, but when nations 
would extend the hand of fellowship across the ocean. You were not 
afraid to give voice td your belief-and for this confession we cage 
yeu as a wild beast and a menace to society. You have openly defied 
the law of *the jungle and brazenly conducted a vendetta of’ universal 
brotherhood. 

I will tell you th.e trquble with you, ‘Gene-you came on earth too 
. soon. We aren’t ready for you yet. 

wag, or Huss, or Wycliffe, or Jesus. 
You are as premature as Lincoln 
Well might you say as you pass 

us tn the shadows of your Gethsemane-“Sleep on now and take your 
rest; behold, the hour is at hand!’ 

We shall awaken by and by. Henceforth liberty will seem less 
precious to us, now that you may not share it. Prison walls will par- 
take of the glow of the walls of the Holy City, now that we know your 
radiant soul is within. Thousands of little children who today shrink 
from a “convict” as an unclean thing will begin to look deeper into his 
face to discover whether, after all, he may not be a saviour wearing 
the robes of derision and crowned with thorns. I am pouring out only 
the poor tribute of my personal love in this letter, yet I believe I voice 
the thought of many thousands to whom you have been a help and 
inspiration in turning your own beautiful words back upon yourself- 
that while you are of the lower class! we also are of it; while you are 
branded a criminal, we also are crimmals; while you are in prison we 
are not free. 

Good Night, Comrade-and Good Morning. 
OWEN R. LOVEJOY. 
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EUGENE V. DEBS’ ADDRESSES 

[Eugene V. Debs, the veteran standard bearer of the Socialist 
Party, was tried and convicted under the Espionage Act in September 
1918, for having made certain statements in a speech delivered at Can- 
ton, Ohio, the previous June. On September 14, 1918, he was sentenced 
to ten years imprisonment. Below are given excerpts of his address 
to the jury, and of his speech to the Court just before receiving 
sentence.] 

ADDRESS TO THE JURY 

For the first time in my life I appear before a jury in a court 
of law to answer to an indictment for crime. I am not a.lawyer. 
I know little about court procedure, about the rules of evidence 
or legal practice. I know only that you gentlemen are to hear 
the evidence brought against me, that the court is to instruct 
you in the law, and that you are then to determine by your ver- 
dict whether I shall be branded with criminal guilt and be con- 
signed, perhaps to the end of my life, in a felon’s cell. 

Gentlemen, I do not fear to face you in this hour of accusation, 
nor do I shrink from the consequences of my utterances or my 
acts. Standing before you, charged as I am with crime, I can 
yet look the court in the face, I can look you in the face, I can 
look the world in the face, for in my conscience, in my soul,‘ 
there is festering no accusation of guilt. * * * ? 

I .wish to admit the truth of all that has been testified to, in 
this proceeding. I have no disposition to deny anything that is 
true. I would not, if I could, escape the results of an adverse 
verdict. I would not retract a word that I have uttened that I 
believe to be true to save ‘myself from going to the penitentiary 
for the rest of my days. * * * *, - 

From what you heard in the address of .the counsel for the 
prosecution, you might naturally infer that I am an advocate of 
force and violence. It is not true. I have never advocated 
violence in any form. I always believed in qeducation, in intel- 
ligence, in enlightenment, and I have always made my appeal 
to the reason and to the conscience ,of the people. 

I admit being opposed to the present social system. I am 
doing what little I can, and have been for many years, to bring 
about a change that shall do away with the rule of the great 
body of the people .by a relatively small class and establish 
in this country an industrial and. social democracy. 

When great changes occur in history, when great principles 
are involved, as a rule the majority are wrong., The minority 
are right. In every age there have been a few heroic souls who 
have been in advance of their time, who have been misunder- 
stood, maligned, persecuted, sometimes put to death. Long 
after their martyrdom monuments were erected to them and 
garlands were woven for their graves. 
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This has been the tragic history of the race. In the ancient 
world Socrates sought to teach some new truths to the .people, 
and they made him drink the fatal hemlock. It has been true 
all along the track of the ages. The men and women who have 
been in advance, who have had new ideas, new ideals, who have 
had the courage to attack the established order of things, have 
all had to pay the penalty. 

A century and a half ago when the American colonists were 
still foreign subjects, and when the* were a few men who had 
faith in .the common people and belreved that they could rule 
themselves without a king, in that day to speak against the king 
was treason. If you read Bancroft or any other standard his- 
torian, you will find that a great majority of the colonists be- 
lieved in the king and actually believed that he had a divine right 
to rule over them. * * * But there were a few men in that day 
who said, “We don’t need a king. \Ve can govern ourselves.” 
And they began an agitation that has been immortalized in 
history. 

Washington, Adams, Paine-these, were the rebels of their day. 
At first they were opposed by the people and denounced by the 
press.*** But they had the moral courage to stand erect and 
defy all the storms of detraction; and that is why they are in 
history, and that is why the great respectable majority of their 
day sleep in forgotten graves. 

At a later time there began another mighty agitation in this 
country. It was against an institution that was deemed a very 
respectable one in its time, the institution of chattel slavery.*** 
All of the organized forces of society, all of the powers of govern- 
ment upheld chattel slavery in that day. And again a few ad- 
vanced thinkers appeared. One of them was Elijah Lovejoy. 
Elijah Lovejoy was as much despised in his day as are the leaders 
of the I. W. W. in our day. Elijah Lovejoy was murdered in cold 
blood at Alton, Ill., in 1873, simply because he was opposed to 
wage slavery. When you go down the Mississippi river and look 
up at Alton, you see a magnificent white shaft erected in memory 
of a man who was true to himself and his convictions of right and 
duty unto death. 

It was my good fortune to personaaly know Wendell Phillips. 
I heard the story of his persecution from his own eloquent lips 
just a little while before they were silenced to death. 

William Lloyd Garrison, Garret Smith, Thaddeus Stevens- 
these leaders of the abolition movement, who were regarded 
as monsters of depravity, were true to the faith and stood their 
ground. They are all in history. You are teaching your children 
to revere their memories, while all of their detractors are in 
oblivion. 

Chattel slavery disappeared. We are not y& free. We are 
engaged in another mighty agitation today. It is as widre as the 
world. It is the rise of the toiling masses who are gradually 
becoming conscious of their interests, their power, as a class, 
who are organizing industrially and politically, who are slowly 
but surely developing the Ieconomic and political’ power that is 
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to set them free. They are still in the minority, but they have, 
learned how to wait, and to bide their time.*** 

From the beginning of the war to this day, I have never, by 
word or act, been guilty of the charges that are embraced in this 
indictment. If I have critidsed, if I have condemned, it is be- 
cause I have believed myself justified in doing so under the laws 
of the land, I have had precedents for my attitude. This country 
has been engaged in a number of wars, and every one of them 
has belen condemned by some of the most eminent men in the 
country. The war of the revolution was opposed. The tory 
press denounced its leaders as criminals and outlaws. 

The war of 1812 was opposed and condemned ; the Mexican 
war was bitterly condlemned by Abraham Lincoln, Charles Sum- 
ner, Daniel Webster and Henry Clay. These men denounced 
the president, they condemned his administration; and they said 
that the war was a crime against humanity. They were not in- 
dicted ; they were not tried for crime. They are honored today 
by all their countrymen. The war of the rebellion ‘was opposed. 
In 1864 the Democratic party met in convention at Chicago and 

’ passed a resolution condemning the war ‘as a failure. What 
would you say if the Socialist party were to meet in convention 
today and condemn the present war as a failure? You charge 
us with being disloyalists and traitors. Waere the Democrats 
of 1864 disloyalists and traitors because they condemned the 
war as a failure? 

I believe in$the constitution of the Unitted States. Isn’t it 
strange that we Socialists stand almost alone today in defending 
the constitution of the United States ? The revolutionary fathers 
who had been oppressed und,er king rule understood that free 
speech and free, press and the right of free assemblage by the 
people were the fundamental principles of democratic govern- 
ment. The very first amendment to the constitution reads: 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assem- 
ble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.” 

That is perfectly plain English. It can be understood by a 
child. I believe the revolutionary fathers meant just what is 
here stated-that Congress shall make no law abridging the 
freedom of speech or of the press, or of the right of the people 
to peace,ably assemble, and to petition the government for a re- 
dress of grievances. , \ 

That is the right I exercised at Canton on the 16th day of last 
June; and for the exercise of that right, I now have to answer 
to this indictment. Z believe in the right of free speech, in war 
as well as in peace. I would not, under any circumstances, gag 
the lips of my bitterest enemy. I would under no circumstances 
suppress free speech. It is far more dangerous to attempt to 
gag the people than to allow them to speak freely of what is in 
their hearts. * * * * 

With every drop of blood in my viens I despise Kaiserism, 
and all that Kaiserism expresses and ,implies. I have my sym- 



pathy with the struggling, suffering people everywhere. It does 
not make any difference under what flag they were born, or 
where they live, I have sympathy with them all. I would, if I 
could, establish a social system that would embrace them all. 

And now, gentlemen of the jury, I am not going to detain you 
too long. * * * I cannot take back a word. I cannot repudiate 
a sentence. I stand before you guilty of having made this speech. 
* * * I do not know, I cannot tell, what your verdict may be ; 
nor does it matter much, so far as I am concerned. 

Gentlemen, I am the smallest part of this trial. I have lived 
long enough to appreciate my own personal insignificance in 
relation to a great issue that involves the welfare of the whole 
people. What you may choose to do to me will be of small con- 
sequence after all. I am not on trial here. There is an infinitely 
greater issue that is being tried today in this court, though you 
may not be conscious of it. American institutions ,are on trial 
here before a court of American citizens. The future will tell. 

And now, your honor, permit me to return my heartfelt thanks 
for your patient consideration. And to you, gentlemen of the 
jury, for the kindness with which yqu have listened to me. 

My fate is in your hands. I am prepared for your verdict. 

STATEMENT TO THE COURT. 

Your Honor, years ago I recognized my kinship with all living 
beings, and I made up my mind that I was not one bit better than 
the meanest of earth. I said then; I say now, that while there 
is a criminal element, I am of it ; while there a soul in prison, I 
am not free. * * * 

If the law under which I have been convicted is a good law, 
then there is no reason why sentence should not be pronounced 
upon me. I listened to all that was said in this court in support 
and justification of this law, but my mind remains unchanged. 
I look upon it as a despotic enactment in flagrant conflict with 
democratic principles and with the spirit of free institutions. 

Your Honor, I have stated in this court that I am opposed 
to the form of our present Government; that I am opposed to 
the social system in which we live; that I believed in the change 
of both-but by perfectly peacable and orderly means. 

Let me call your attention to the fact this morning that in 
this system five per cent. of our people own and control two: 
thirds of our wealth ; sixty-five per cent. of the people, embracing 
the working class who produce all wealth, have but five per cent. 
to show for it. 

Your Honor, the five per cent. of the. people that I have 
made reference to constitute that element that absolutely rule: 
our country. They privately own all our public necessities 
They wear no crowns; they wield no sceptres, they sit upon nc 
thrones ; and yet they are our economic\masters and our politica 
rulers. They control this Government and all of its institutions. 
They control the courts. 
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The five per cent. of our people who own and control a? 
of the. sources of wealth, all‘of the nation’s industries, all of the 
means of our common life-it is they who declare war ;- it is 
they who make peace ; it is they who control our destiny. And 
so long as this is true, we can make no just claim to being a 
democratic government-a self-governing people. 

I believe, your Honor, in common with all Socialists, that 
this nation ought to own and control its industries. I believe, as 
all Socialists do, that all things that are jointly needed and used 
ought to be jointly owned-that industry, the basis of life, instead 
of being the wivate property of the few and operated for their 
enrichment, ought to be the common property of all, democrat- 
ically administered in the interest of all. 

This orde,r of things cannot always endure. I have registered 
my protest against it. I recognize the feebleness of my effort, 
but fortunately I am not alone. There are multiplied thousands 
Jf others who, like myself, have come to realize that before we 
may truly enjoy the blessings of civilized life, be must reorgan- 
ize society upon a mutual and co-operative basis ; and to this 
end we have organized a great economic and political movement 
that is spread over the face of all the earth. 

There are today upwards of sixty million Socialists, loyal, 
devoted adherents to this cause, regardless of nationality, race, 
creed, color or sex. They are all making common cause. .They: 
are all spreading the propaganda of the new social order. They 
are waiting, watching and working through all the weary hours 
of the .day and night. They are still in the minority. They have 
learned how to be patient and bide their time. They feel- 
they know, indeed-that the time is coming in spite of all oppo- 
sition, all persecution, when this emancipating gospel will spread. 
among all the peoples, and when this minority will become the 
triumphant majority and, sweeping into power, inaugurate the 
greatest change in history. 

In that day we will have the universal commonwealth-not, 
the destruction of the nation, but, on the contrary, the harmoni- 
ous co-operation of every nation with every other .nation .on 
earth. In that day war will curse this earth no more. 

I have been accused, your Honor, of being an .eneniy’ of 
the soldier. I hope I am laying no flattering unction to my soul 
when I say that I don’t believe the soldier has a more syml5a-r 
thetic friend than I am. If I had my way there would be no sol- 
diers. But I realize the sacrifice they are making\ your Honor; 
I can think of them. I can feel for them. I can sympathize 
with them. That is one of the reasons why I have been doing 
what little has been in my power to bring about a condition o.f 
affairs in this country worthy of the sacrifices they have made 
and ,that they are noui making in its behalf. 

Your Honor, in .a local paper yesterday there was some edi- 
torial exultation about my prospective imprisonment. I do. not 
resent it in the least. I .can understand it perfectly. In the. same 
paper there appears an editorial this morning that has: in it a . 
hint of the wrong to which I have been trying to call attention. 
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(Reading) ‘A Senator of the United States receives a salary 
of $7,SOO-!$45,ooO for the six years for which he is elected. One 
of the candidates for Senator from a state adjoining Ohio is re- 
ported to have spent through his committee $150,000 to secure 
the- nomination. For advertising he spent $35,000 ; for printing 
$30,000; for traveling expenses, $10,000, and the rest in ways 
known to political managers.” 

The theory is that public office is as open to a poor man 
as to a rich man. One may easily imagine, however, how slight 
a chance one of ordinary resources would have in a contest 
against this man who was willing to spend mqe than three 
times his six years’ salary merely to secure a nomination. Were 
these conditions to hold in every state, the Senate would soon 
become again what it was once held to be-a rich men’s club. 

Campaign expenditures have been the subject of much re- 
strictive legislation in recent years, but it has not always reached 
the mark. The guthors of primary reform have accomplished 
some of the things they set out to do, but they have not yet taken 
the bank roll out of politics. 

They never will take it out of politics, they never can take it 
out of politics, in this system. 

Your Honor, I wish to make acknowledgment of my thanks 
to the counsel for the defense. They. have not only defended 
me with exceptional legal ability, but with a personal attachment 
and devotion of which I am deeply, sensible, and which I can 
never forget. 

Your Honor, I ask no mercy. I plead for no immunity. I 
realize that finally the right must prevail. I never more clearly 
comprehended than now the great struggle between the powers 
of-greed on the one hand and upon the other the rising hosts of 
freedom. 

I can see the dawn of a better dav of humanity. The people 
are awakening. In due course of tcme they will come to their 
own. 

When the mariner, sailing over tropic seas, looks for rlelief 
from his weary watch, he turns his eyes toward the southern 
cross, burning luridly above the tempest-vexed ocean. As the 
midnight approaches, the southern cross begins to bend, and 
the whirling worlds change their places, and with starry fingef- 
points the Almighty marks the passage of time upon the dial 
of the universe, and though no bell may beat the glad tidings, 
the look-out knows that the midnight is passing-that relief . 
and rest are close at hand. 

Let the people take heart and hope everywhere, for the cross 
is bending, the midnight is passing, and joy cometh with the 
morning. * * * 

Your Honor, I thank you, and I thank all of this court for ’ 
their courtesy, for their kindness, which I shall remember 
always. 

I am prepared to receive your sentence. 
[On April 13, 1919, Eugene V. Debs was taken into custody and lodged 

in the Moundsville, W. Va., federal penitentiary.1 
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SCOT-I NEARING’S ADDRESS TO THE JURY 

[In August 1917 Scott Nearing wrote a pamphlet called “The Great 
Madness,” setting forth his views on the war that America entered a 
few months before.. In April 1918 he and the American Socialist Society, 
which had published the pamphlet., were indicted under the Espionage 

. Act. The case was not tried until February 1919. The trial resulted 
in the acquittal of Dr. Nearing. The excerpts which follow are taken 
from his address to the jury.] \ 

Gentlemen, I am’ on trial here beforce you charged with 
obstructing the recruiting and (enlistment of the service, to the 
injury of the service, and with attempting and causing insubor- 
dination, disloyalty, mutiny and the refusal of duty within the 
the military and naval forces. 

That is the charge of the indictment and that is the charge 
upon which I am being tried. 

The prosecution has not been able to show a single instance 
in which recruiting was obstructed. They have not been able to 
show a single instance in which insubordination, disloyalty, and 
refusal of duty were caused. 

It has been seventeen or eighteen months since “The Great 
Madness” was published. During that‘ time there have been 
about nineteen thousand copies of it loose in the country, and the 
prosecution was unable to bring before you a single instance 
where these things have actually occurred. 

How then, do they seek to make out their case? Mr. Barnes 
Said, in his opening: 

. 

“It is not necessary for the Government to show that there was 
an actual obstruction in ,the sense of a physical obstruction ; it 
is not necessary for the Government to show actual mutiny 
and disloyalty, but the publication of this book in itself is suffi- 
cient to. result in a conviction.” 

So that the only act that is alleged against me is an expression 
of my opinions: writing this book and expressing my opinions 
on the St. Louis proclamation of the Socialist Party platform. 

The act and the intent are both to be construed from my 
expressions of opinion. It has not been shown that I obstructed 
enlistment, that I told men not to enlist; it has not been shown 
that I went among soldiers and asked them to mutiny, or to be 
disloyal or to refuse to perform their duty. None of these things 
are shown. 

I am charged with writing and having sent that writing to a 
publisher and had it published. * * * * 

All through my life, I have been interested in preserving the 
institutions of democracy. That has been. one of the things, 
as I tried to point out on the witness stand, that seem to me 
fundamentally important. I believe that democracy is a better 
form of social organization than aristocracy or monarchy or 
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any other form of government that the world has ever known. 
Discussion is one of the purposes of democracy. Democracy 
means that a people talking a question over, thinking it out and 
reaching a decision upon it, may then register that decision. 

The only way to have intelligent public opinion is to have 
discussion, and the moment you check discussion you destroy 
democracy. 

When any administration, whether in Russia or Germany or 
England or the United States, stops discussion and puts its 
opponents in jail, that act has destroyed the institution of democ- . 
racy because democracy rests on discussion.; and the only way in 
which we ‘can preserve democracy is to reserve to every citizen 
of the democracy the right to express the convictions that he 
has: the right to be right and the right to be wrong. 

The Constitution does not guarantee us only the right, to be 
correct; we have a right to be honest and ,in error. And the 
views that I have expressed in the pamphlet I expressed hon- 
estly. I believe they are right. The future will show whether 
or not I was correct-but under the law, as I understand it, 
and under the Constitution as I understand it, every citizen in 
this country has a-right to express himself on public questions, 
subject always to the law, subject always to the limitations 
which the law prescribes. 

The moment any administration enters and shuts down that 
right, that moment democracy ceases to exist. 

NOW the principal question that enters into this thing is the 
question of intent. Mr. Stedman, I imagine, will talk to you 
about the law, or about the legal considerations, and the Ju’dge, 
I believe, will charge you with regard to the legal aspect of the 
problem of intent. 9 

I am not a lawyer, and I cannot speak to you regarding the 
legal phases of the case, but I should like to say a few words 
about this problem of intent. 

We- have tried to produce evidence to prove to you that for 
the last twelve or fifteen years I have been a student of the 
institutions, standards and ideals of ,Americari life. Ever 
since the time that I entered college and indeed from the time 
I was in High School, I have been profoundly interested in seeing 
certain things done in the United States. I wanted to see liberty 
first, because I believe liberty is fundamen in society; then I 
wanted to see justice. I wanted to see that people got oppor- 
tunity, that- the boys and girls that were born had a chance to 
be well born and well brought up. 

And during these twelve or fifteen years I, have -been busy 
with that problem; that has been the thing to which I have de- 
voted all of my life thus far; that is the thing in which I have 
been profoundlv interested-profoundly interested because. I 
came to the belief many years ‘ago that with the resources of 
4merica and the opportunities in America we could have a very 
nuch finer and a very much higher standard of life here than 
qe actually have. 
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My studies and my investigations have led me to cet’tain con& 
elusions: for example, I believe that economic forces are funda-t 
mental forces. I tried to point that out in the course of my 
testimony. Just as plants in a garden draw their nourishment. 
from the dirt, so men and women in a society draw their life 
from economic sources. ,They eat, they wear clothes, they live 
in their houses, and every time that the sun rises they have got 
to do those things. They are thrown back to that life. In the 
garden you get roses, you get lett,uce and turnips and fruits of 
almost all kinds-all products out of the same dirt. 

And so in society you get different minds, different thougl$s,- 
different ideas, different standards of- life, and they all i-each 
back to -the same dirt: to the food, clothing, shelter, and the 
necessary economic things of life. 

If you cannot get these economic necessaries you cannot live. 
Therefore, in that sense, economics is fundamental in the minds 
of people, so fundamental that all through history, people have 
fought over the river valleys, over the choice sections of the 
earth; so important that today in the United States forty mil- 
lion people are engaged in gainful occupations, working for a 
living, because without work we cannot live; without an eco- 
nomic background to our (ife we cannot get anywhere. 

[Here follows a long and lucid exposition by Dr. Nearing of his 
economic theories, of his expulsion from various institutions of learn-. 
ing because of his economic teachings, of the Socialist position on the 
economic problem, and of the capitalistic nature of the Great War.1 

I told the District Attorney on the stand that I was opposed to 
all war. I regard war as a social disease, something that afflicts 
society, ,that curses people. I do not supQose three people in a 
hundred like war. I do not suppose that three people in a hun- 
dred want war. There are some people who are pugnacious, and 
who love to fight for the sake of a fight, and they might like 
war, but I do not believe there are three people in a hundred, 
certainly not five in a hundred, that do. 

I believe the great majority of people agree with me that war 
is a curse, an unmitigated curse. All the good things that come 
out of war come out in spite of war and not because of it. 

The democracy that has come into Europe, whatever it is 
called, has come in spite of the war and not because of it. ThFt 
would have come out in any case, and we would have it without 
the expenditure of twenty million lives and a hundred and eighty 
billions of wealth. 

I regard war as a social disease, a social curse, and I believe 
that we should stamp war out. To my- mind the great curse 
of war is not that people are killed and injured, not that property 
is destroyed. That happens every day in peace times as well as 
in war times. To my mind the great curse of war is that it is 
built on fear and hate. 

Now fear and hate are primitive passions. ‘The savages in the 
woods are intimidated by fear and hate. They do not belong 
in civilized society. In civilized society, for fear and hate- we 
substitute constructive purposes and love. It is their positive 
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virtues. When we fear things, we draw back from them. When 
we hate things, we want to destroy them. 

In civilized society, instead of drawing away from things, and 
wanting to destroy them, we want to pull things together and * 
build them up. Fear and hate are negatives. Peace and love 
are positives, and form the forces upon which civilization is 
built. And where we have collectively fear and hate, it is a 
menace to the order of the world. 

Furthermore, during war, we ask people to go out and de- 
liberately injure their fellows. We ask a man to go out and 
maim or kill another man against whom he has not a solitary 
thing in the world. A man may be a good farmer, a good hus- 
band, a good son, a good worker, and a good citizen-and an- 
other man comes out and shoots him down. That is the way 
society is destroyed. Whenever you go out to pull things to 
piec.es, whenever you go out to injure anybody, you are going 
out to destroy society. Society can never be built up unless you 
go out to help your neighbors. 

The principle, “each for all and all for each” is the fundamental 
social principle. People must work together if they are going 
to get anywhere. War teaches people to go out and destroy 
other people and to destroy other people’s property. 

And when Sherman said that war was hell, I believe that he 
meant that war creates a hell inside of a man who goes to war. 
He is going to work.himself up into a passion of hatred against 
somebody else, and that is hell. * 

The destruction of life and property is incidental. The de- 
structive forces that wur puts into a man’s soul are fundamental. 
That is why I am opposed to all wars, just as I am opposed to 
all violence. I don’t believe in any man having the right to go 
out and use violence against another man! That is not the right 
of one human being to have against the other. That is not the 
way you get brotherhood. That is the-‘reason I told the District 
Attorney on the stand that I was against all wars. I am against 
the duelling. I am against all violence of man against man, and . 
war is one of those methods of violence. 

I believe war is barbaric. I believe it is primitive. I believe it 
is a relic of a by-gone age. I believe that socilety will be de- 
stroyed if built up that way. That is, I believe that th.ey that take 
the sword must perish by the sword ; just as they that set out 
to assist their neighbors are bound to build up a strong, co- 
hesive, united society. That is the field over which I went in 
my direct testimony and in the cross-examination. 

I have been a student of public affairs. I am a Socialist. I 
am a pacifist. But I am not charged with any of these things as 
offenses. On the other hand I believe that as an American citi- 
zen I have a right to discuss public questions. I think the Judge 
will charge you so. I have a right to oppose the passage of a 
law. I thing the Judge will charge you so. I have a right under 
the law, after the law is passed to agitate for a development of 
public sentiment that will result in a repeal of that law. I think 
the Judge will charge you so. 
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In other words, as I said in the beginning, in a democracy, if 
we are to have a democracy, as a student of public affairs and 
as a socialist and as a pacifist, I have a right to express my 
opinions. I may be wrong, utterly wrong, and nobody listen to 
me, nobody pay any attention to me. I have a right to express 
my opinions. 

Gentlemen, I have been throughout vy life as consistent as 
I could be. I have spoken and written for years, honestly and 
frankly. I went on the stand and I spoke to you as honestly as 
I knew how. I answered the District Attorney’s questions as 
honestly and as frankly as I could. I stand before you today as 
an advocate of economic justice and world brotherhood, and 
peace among all men. And I wrote this pamphlet in the attempt 
to further those ends. 

I desire to say just one more thing. This is America in which 
I am on trial, and America’s proudest tradition is her tradition 
of liberty. For three hundred years people have been coming 
to America : Puritans, Pilgrims, Huguenots, Quakers, came over 
2nd formed the Colonies. 

Later, the Irish, the Scotch, the Germans, the Russians, the 
Italians, the Syrians came here, not because of the hills and 
valleys, not because of the, climate, not because of the language, 
but because of the liberty of America. The men who came 
here and the women who came here in 1914, came here just as 
sincerely in search of that liberty as the men and women who 
came here in 1620. 

For three hundred years the world has been looking and com- 
ing to America for liberty. That is the choicest and the greatest 
heritage, that which Americans love. 

What was it that these people sought to escape in Europe ? 
They sought to escape hunger, hardship, misery, suffering, and 

c poverty. They came over here because they thought that the 
resources of America would yield enough food and clothing 
and shelter, to feed and clothe and house every human being 
decently and comfortably. 

They came over from Europe to escape ignorance and e&ape 
the darkness in which Europe had been kept by these rulers. 
They came over here for enlightenment-opportunity. Many of 
them came over here because it gave them the only chance that 
the world offered to express the truth, as they saw it. They left 
Europe because they wanted to escape prejudice, bigotry, class 
antagonism and race hatred. They came over here because they 
thought here that they would find brotherhood among men, 
because they thought here that all peoples were welcome to sit 
down together and enjoy the opportunities that America offered. 
They left Europe because of its military service, its dars, and 
the fear and hatred of war, that is, that war engendered. .They 
thought to come over here and find peace and plenty. They left 
Europe because of tyranny and despotism; the tyranny of the 
landlord, the despotism of aristocray and the owners of the 
sources of life. 

They came over here because they thought that here they 
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.would find that every man had equal opportunity for life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness. They came here seeking liberty of 
the body, liberty of the mind, liberty of heart and soul, and 
-social liberty. That is the background of the country in which 
we are living. That is the.thing of which America is proud and 
for which America has stood, that is the thing for which I believe 
<America will stand today. 

There is nothing unique in our wealth. Other nations have 
wealth. There is nothing unique in our material possessions. 
Other nations have material possessions. But there was some- 
thing unique in our liberty. 

As I said to you on the witness stand, I am an American. My 
ancestors have been Americans for more than two hundred years. 
As an American I have certain rights and certain duties. Among 
my rights under the first amendment to the Constitution, are 
the rights of free speech and free press; the right to speak 
-and print the convictions that I have. It was for those rights 
that our ancestors left Europe and came here. It is for those 
rights that some of us are contending.today. . 

I care not for the prosperity of this country if we are going 
to have gag-law. I care not for the wealth of this country if we 
are going to be forbidden to have free speech, and an opportunity 
for expressing our minds and expressing our opinions and dis- 
cussing the great issues that are before us. 

In the old times of the Czar, we did not protest against 
Russia because she lacked wealth. We protested against her 
because she lacked liberty. ’ 

What was it that we found was lacking, or what was it that 
we found against the Kaiser in Germany? Was it that he was 
not a good business man? He was an excellent business man. 
Was it because he was not a good organizer? He was an ex- 
cellent organizer. What we had against this man was the fact 
that he was a tyrant, that he trampled on the rights of other 
people. 

They had wealth in Russia, they had prosperity in Germany. 
In America we want liberty. And I believe that as an American 
citizen, that is the dearest possession for which I can contend. 
That is my right, constitutionally and legally. But if there were 
no constitution and no law, it wauld be my right as a member of 
democratic society. 

Furthermore,.as a citizen, I have certain duties. Citizenship 
involves duties as well as rights. If I saw that your house were 
on fire, it would be my duty to warn you and to try to put it’out, 
and if I could not put out the fire, to save as much of your goods 
.and such of your family as I could save. That would be my duty 
as a neighbor. 

I have been a student of public affairs in this country for 
many years. I believe this country is in danger, in dire peril. 
On the one hand I see imperialism, militarism and war ahead of 
us. In our policy toward Mexico, in the policy that we are 
developing under the direction of preparedness advocates, I see 
ahead of us imperialism and militarism and war. 
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This is not the last war. There will be another war, and it 
will be a war between this nation and the nation that succeeds 
in the present contention in Europe. 

On the other hand, I see ahead of us in our industrial life, 
exploitation, widespread, by the masters of those who work 
for them.. I see that exercised with increasing. tyranny, and I 
see ahead of us revolt. In other words, to my mind the outlook 
in America is not bright, and I am upheld in that view by 
senators, by business men, by labor leaders, by all of the respon- 
sible authorities who are speaking today for America’s future. 

There are clouds on the horizon. I believe America is in peril 
and I believe that she is in peril from Internal disturbances; I 
believe that the danger lurks within. And I believe it rests 
primarily in our unfair and unjust system of distribution of 
wealth and of the income of the country. 

As I said a moment ago, if your house was on fire, it 
would be my duty as a neighbor to warn you and to try to help 
you save your property. I say to you now, that when I believe 
this.nation is in danger, our common life and our common lib- 
erties are in peril, then it is my duty to warn you. It is my duty 
to speak out and to continue to speak out as long as I have an 
opportunity to do so. 

You will say, “If you went into my house and.saved my goods, 
you might burn your hands, you might injure your clothes.” 
True. It would still be my duty to risk my clothing and my hands n in your service. 

You will say, “If you speak out today against these perils in the 
land, you may lose your job, you may lose your liberty.” And I 
answer you again that as a citizen it is my sole obligation to 
speak out when I see peril ahead, and stand the loss of position 
or of liberty or any other loss that may be entailed in issuing 
the necessary warning. 

Gentlemen, -1 want to .say tb you that I want to see America 
free. I want to see liberty, opportunity and democracy here, as 
well as in every other country on earth. As long as America is 
not free, you are not free and I am not free. As long as any 
of us are in chains in this land we are all in chains. As long as 
any are in ignorance in the land, we are all in ignorance to that 
extent. As long as anybody starves in the land, we starve; as 
long as anybody suffers from despotism and tyranny, all are 
suffering from despotism and tyranny. We belong to the body 
of this citizenship, and we suffer in common with it, and we 
benefit in common with it.*** 

The peoples all over the world are coming into their own, they 
are going to come into their own more and ‘more as the years go 
by. They are going to come into their own in the United 
States, and what happens to one of us is incidental to the great 
question of what happens to all of us. 

\* I have expressed my hopes, my ideals, my ambitions for liberty 
in America, and for brotherhood and peace among all people 
of the world. Lhave done what I could, and for the time being, 
the matter is in your hands. 

15 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

1. 

2. 

138 WEST 13th STREET 

New York City 

PAMPHLETS’ 
RUSSIAN SOVIETS 
by Albert Rays Williams. The phenomenally suc- 
cessful pamphlet of 76 questions and answers on the 
Soviet Governm,ent of Russia. 
AMERICAN DEPORTATION AND EXCLUSION 
LAWS, by Charles Recht, counsel in recent famous 
deportation cases. 
NEARING-DEBS, BEFORE THE COURT 
being the speeches of Scott Nearing and Eugene V. 
Debs to the jury. 
WILL GUNS SETTLE IT? 
by Scott Nearing. A discussion of the in,effectiveness 
and impracticability of violence as a means to sup- 
plant the existing economic order with a higher type 
of social organization. 

10 CENTS EACH 
Prices in Quantities Upon ‘Application 

LEAFLETS 
STOP THE NEXT WAR 
by Louis P Lochner, Chairman of the People’s Coun- 
cil of America. 
COLLAPSE and RECONSTRUCTION IN EUROPE 
by Frederic C. Howe, United States Commissiorrer of 
Immigration. . 

2c each; $1 for 100 

NEWS REVIEWS 
s 
a We are facing a world crisis. The astounding news 
z reports of today need translating into a language of the 
g people Send for our News Reviews whose purpose is 
E to do just this. They are for free distribution. _ How 
s many can you distribute a week?, Funds for the carry- 
E E ing on of this work may be se@ to Kathryn Lincoln, E cc E secretary of People’s Print. 
3 


