
INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM AND THE 
INTER-ALLIED LABOR WAR AIMS 

The worker, the man at the lowest rung of the social ladder, he upon 
whom press all the burdens of society, has assertrd himself anC has 
voiced his wishes and his claims as an internntionol force, speaking 
in terms of the universal. rcgrewntntire of n true international faith, 
defending his country a:gninst ng:rcssion, but presenting to the world a 
basis of an understanding and congwrntion ;unoag nntiona. 

The declaration of the inter-allied Socialist conference rise% to the 
noblest heights of Socialist ethics. It is free from maliw and hatred. 
There is no jingoism about it. The philosol)by of the international 
Socialist movement vhicb has been strivin g for more than half a cen- 
tury to curb impernlism, to eliminate national antipathies, to do away 
with clandestine diplonxlcy, wit11 sccwt treatipq, to rcmox-12 force as a 
means of settling national differences, and to bring order into the reln- 
tions of proplcs, finds tberc its noblest expression. 

The work of the conference is inspired, not by a desire to restore the 
old, which carried within it the germs of the present conflict, but to 
build anew. 
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SPEECH . 

HON. MEY& LONDON, 
OF NEW YORK, 

IN TIIE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATNES, 

Wednesday, dlay 1,1918. 
The House in Committee of the whole House on the state of the Union 

had under consideration the bill (H. R. 11692) making appropriations 
to provide for the expenses of the government of the District of Colum- 
bin for the fiscal Year endins June 30, 1919, and for other purposes. 

Mr. LONDON. Mr. Chairman, the cables bring the news that 
the Socialists of Austria-Hungary have been organizing for 
to-day, the 1st of May, nation-wide demonstrations in favor of 
universal peace, of a peace without conquest and without annex- 
ations. 

That the Austrian people are weary of this war is apparent 
to the most superficial observer. It is only the physical coer- 
cion, exercised by the overweening German junkerism, that 
keeps Austria in the fight. While the so-called peace with Rus- 
sia, and particularly with, Ukraine, is defended as a Ii bread 
peace,” a sort of a truce to obtain the much-needed bread, the 
Austrian people realize that further subjection to Prussian 
domination involves a renewal of the struggle with Russia, and 
that only by universal peace, based upon the right of each 
nation to live an unmolested life, could a genuine peace be 
secured. From her internal experience Austria knows well that 
there is nothing more unstable than a peace based upon the 
oppression of one people by another. 

The Socialists of Austro-Hungary are organizing peace dem- 
onstrations. We shall later know to what extent such demon- 
strations are taking place in Germany where international 
socialism has been steadily gaining ground at the expense of 
the so-called social patriots or Government Socialists. 

Pou will recall that the 1st of May has in recent times, even 
before the war, been awaited in all countries and particularly 
in monarchical countries as the culminating day for manifesta- 
tions of unrest. It carried an ominous threat to monarchical 
institutions on the Continent of Europe. 

The 1st of May has special significance for the socialists. 
Some 25 years before the declaration of war, at an international 
Socialist congress, where representatives of the socialists of 
the world were assembled, the resolution was reached that the 
1st of May should be celebrated as an international holiday by 
the Socialists and by labor throughout all countries. It was 
the first time in the history of the world that such a holiday 
was established. Men of all religions, of all nations, of all 
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races were to unite on that day in demonstrations of the grow- 
ing sentiment of international solidarity. They were everv- 
where to emphasize the ideals of universal peafe and to seek 
everywhere better conditions and a larger measure of political 
and industrial liberty for the masses. They were everywhere 
to attempt to reduce to practice that noble ethical conception, 
recognized by all religious systems, that mankind is one family, 
and that all men are brothers. The day was to be consecrated 
to the religion of humanity. 

* It was not by any means an easy thing to earry out the 
resolution. The Governments of Germany, Austria, and Russia 
particularly looked upon these demonstrations as a foreboding 
of their downfall. Many a 1st of May demonstration ended in 
bloodshed. It met mith as little favor with the Governments as 
with employers. When the 1st of May fell on a lveek day the 
Socialists were compelled in most places to organize their 
demonstrations in the evening. In one of the prisons of Siberia 
where a number of revolutionists were confined, they found no 
other way of celebrating the 1st of May than by burning their 
shirts. The Socialists adopted the Prench Marseillaise as their 
international hymn. 

It is this emphasis of international solidarity by the socialists 
of the world that has given rise to the accusation made usually 
by the uninformed, or by those who know better but who are 
interested in suppressing the truth, that socialism is antina- 
tional. Nothing is further from the truth. Internationalism 
necessarily means cooperation among nations. 
the existence of nations. 

It presupposes 
It presupposes the right of a group of 

mankind, with a distinct language or a distinct culture, to exist 
alongside with similar groups. All that internationalism means 
is that a code of international right shall prevail in the relations 
of nations. The socialist code repudiates the rule of physical 
supremacy among nations. The socialists would have every 
nation constitute a member of a well-ordered international 
family, and would renudiate the rule of nhvsical force in the 
relations among nations as civilized so&ties have learned to 
repudiate it in the relations among individual members of a 
community. 

I have on numerous previous occasions called. your attention 
to the magnificent efforts made by the socialists of the world 
to oppose militarism, to combat imperialism, and to contend 
against colonial acquisitions. In a pamphlet called The Policy 
of the International-it can be obtained in the Congressional 
Library-you will find a detailed recital of the efforts made by 
the socialists of Europe to prevent the Balkan wars from ex- 
tending to the rest of Europe, as well as of the steps taken by 
the International Socialist Bureau and by the European social- 
ists to prevent the present war. 

Up to the very last minute there were mass demonstrations 
against war in Germany. The pamphlet contains a speech of 
and an interview with Camille Huysmans, the secretary of the 
International Socialist Bureau and a member of the Belgian 
Parliament and of the Brussel’s City Council. 

In speaking of a meeting held by the executive committee of 
the International Socialist Bureau on July 29, five days before 
the outbreak of the war, Huysmans said : 

At that meeting it was agreed to strengthen again the action b 
war and to support the proposition that the Au&o-Serbian 

ainst 
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sltonld be submitted to arbitration. The German and French members 
went home with the mission, on the one hand, to insist at Berlin that 
the Austrian Government should be reasonable in its demands, and, on 
the other hand, to insist at Paris that Russia should not take part in 
the conflict. The English and Italian sections had authority to do ali 
that they could at London and Rome to support this pacific action. 

When the war broke out the socialists were staggered. They 
were nowhere numerically strong enough to prevent it. The 
duty of the ll’rench and Belgian socialists was clear. Their 
countries had been invaded; the existence of their peoples was 
jeopardized, and they rushed to the defense of their countries as 
brave men were expected to do. In defending France the French 
socialist defended not only his own country but the cradle of 
civilization for Europe. There was no dissension among the 
French socialists, no difference of opinion. By all the precepts 
of the highest patriotism and of international socialism they 
were bound to give unstinted aid to protect France. 

In Germany, in which the Government had been preparing 
for years for the contingency of a European war and where 
the ruling class, guided solely by strategic military considera- 
tions selected the most favorable moment for the conflict, the 
socialists found themselves in an impossible position. In 24 
hours the Government could have crushed every socialist or- 
ganization in the country. But that was not all. While re- 
publican France and innocent little Belgium were to the west 
of them, what was then considered a powerful military force- 
Russia-threatened Germany from the east. The war was on. 
The question that presented itself to the socialists was whether 
they should vote for the military budget. The individual social- 
:‘st was already in the ranks, a part of a military machine. 
The parliamentary group, consisting of 110 members out of 
397, were divided on the question of voting military credits. 
By a caucus rule they decided to vote for the war budget. The 
chairman of the Socialist Executive Committee of Germany, 
Haase, was in the minority in the caucus. Since then the best 
intellectual forces of the German social democracy have refused 
to vote military credits and have fearlessly denounced the im- 
perialistic policies of the Government. What was in the be 
ginning of the war a minority seems to represent now a for. 
midable power in the socialist movement of Germany. 

It was Haase who mercilously flayed the Government foY the 
so-called Russian peace and who exposed the annexationist de- 
signs of the German Government. 

The Socialists of the world, who for more than 50 years ad- 
vocated international cooperation, were compelled by the very 
force of events to defend their respective countries. 

They have not, however, abandoned the desire to tie together 
the severed bonds of internationalism. 

The average conception of patriotism is that a man must 
always insist that his country is right, and as the Austrian 
Socialist Adler recently said on the floor of the Reichsrath it 
seems to be “considered a patriotic duty to lie for the Father- 
land.” 

It was a difficult task that devolved upon the Socialists. No 
one can afford to weaken his country when its very existence 
may depend upon the success or defeat of its arms. To oppose 
the country entering a war is one thing; to oppose the country 
after it has been put in danger by entering a war is a responsi- 
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bility that no one can honestly assume. The German Govern- 
ment has been contending that Germany is in danger of being 
dismembered, that it is threatened with annihilation, that it is 
fighting a war of defense. 

The test of its sincerity came with the Russian revolution. 
An incompetent, ineflicient, dishonest, antinational and anti- 
social autocratic Government was overthrown by the Russian 
people. The Revolutionary Government renounced all claims 
upon the territory of other nations. Although access to Con- 
stantinople was a vital need for Russia, and the dream of her 
statesmen for centuries, the new democracy did not hesitate to 
bring conclusive evidence of its good faith by repudiating all 
designs upon Constantinople. An internal revolution in war 
time does not add to the strength of a belligerent. Even the 
allies of Russia failed to understand the import of the revolu- 
tion. The Socialists saw the full significance of it. and a move- 
ment for an international Socialist congress, which would have 
enabled the Socialists of the allied countries to put to the test 
the internationalism of the German social democracy, gained 
momentum. 

Unfortunately the allied Governments prevented the assem- 
bling of such a congress. As I said on a previous occasion, “ It 
was a blunder for which the full price has not yet been paid.” 

But while the allies blundered and the Socialists were pre- 
vented from coming together, the Imperial German Government 
took full advantage of the confusion and helplessness of the Rus- 
sian people who were in the throes of war and revolution. 

The German Government has now assumed the part hereto- 
fore played by czarism. Theretofore Russia was the gendarme 
of Europe; now the German imperialistic Government has be- 
come the executioner of Europe. 

It has forced a so-called peace upon Russia. It has deprived 
her of her best Provinces. It has torn away from her Ukraine, 
the granary of Russia and Europe. It is to the credit of the 
German Socialists that they did not vote for the ratification of 
that infamous treaty. 

The German Government is defying the world. Its only hope 
of survival is the old-fashioned kind of natriotism which sanc- 
tions every crime against every other nation, so long as one’s 
own nation is aggrandized. The German Imperial Government 
hopes to continue to live, if it can bring as a compensation for 
all the sacrifices and as a result of all its crimes new terri- 
tory, new frontiers, additional industrial opportunities, new 
domains. 

Like the Government of the Czar, it is antisocial, antinational, 
and against the world. 

I Will the socialists of Germany be able to gather enough 
strength to overcome that kind of loyalty and that kind of 
patriotism? Are they prepared to uphold their Government 
in a caree? which will make the division of the world into 
Germans and anti-Germans permanent? 

The Interallied Socialist Conference, held in London, Eng- 
land, in February of this year, has renewed the request for 
an international socialist conaess. The allied Socialists are 
determined, however, that a <onference of all the socialists, 
including those of the central powers, would be of value only 
then, when all the organizations which are to be represented 
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should pledge themselves in advance of the conference to the 
principle “no annexations, no punitive indemnities, and the 
right of all peoples to self-determination,” and further, to quote 
the inter-allied conference report, I‘ that they are working with 
all their power to obtain from their Governments the’necessary 
guaranties to apply these principles honestly and unreservedly 
to all questions to be dealt with at any official peace con- 
ference.” 

It is to be hoped that the Governments responsible for the 
conduct of the war will see the wisdom of permitting such an 
international conference. 

On a previous occasion I obtained leave to incorporate in the 
RECORD the memorandum on war aims agreed upon at the Inter- 
allied Socialist Congress. There were present at the conference 
representatives from England, Belgium, Roumania, France, 
Italy, Serbia, and Greece. Messages were received from the 
socialists of South Africa, Portugal, the socialist revolutionists 
of Russia, and the Menshevic section of the Russian Social 
Democratic Party indorsing the war aims of the conference, the 
substance of which had been made public two months before. 

I consider this document one of the most valuable documents 
in the history of the war. The worker, the &an at the lowest 
rung of the social ladder, he upon whom press all the bur- 
dens of society, has asserted himself and has voiced his wishes 
and his claims as an international force, speaking in terms of 
the universal, representative of a true international faith, de- 
fending his country against aggression but presenting to the 
world a basis of an understanding and cooperation among 
nations. 

I am particularly interested in giving this document the 
greatest publicity, as it is my hope that the socialist movement 
in the United States will unanimously indorse and stand by the 
decision of the Inter-Allied Socialist Congress. As socialists, 
whatever our opinions might have been about the entry of the 
United States into the war, we certainly can not afford to see 
the United States worsted in the contest. The socialist is not 
called upon to betray his faith in international socialism nor in 
the necessity of substituting the now prevailing rule of physical 
force by an international code of right. 

It is not that the allied countries are without their dark 
forces. @here are imperialists everywhere. There are every- 
where men who would wrap up their sinister designs in the folds 
of a national flag and would have whole peoples sacrificed in 
pursuance of schemes of economic aggrandizement. 

These facts, however, are clear: An arrogant and willful 
militarv force threatens to crush the world. ZInd we not been 
participants in the war both our sympathies and interests as 
liberty-loving men would have been with France and Belgium 
and England and unfortunate Russia, as against German im- 
nerialism. But the United States is in the war. Whatever the 
besigns or the dreams of capitalistic imperialists may be, the 
President of the United States has left no doubt that the 
American people, and he as their spokesman, have no selfish 
designs. The President has not only adopted the substance of 
the international Socialist program,.but even the very formula 
of the international Socialist movement for his expression of tb& 

-aims and objects of the United States in this war. 
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The Socialists in the United States can not be indifferent 
or neutral. There is surely no Socialist here who would lihe to 
see the United States defeated. In the absence of selfish na- 
tional designs by the United States against any of the peoples 
of Europe American participation of the United States in the 
morld contest mill insure the presence of an element of modera- 
tion at the international peace conference. 

The declaration of the Inter-Allied Socialist conference rises 
to the noblest heights of Socialist ethics. It is free from malice 
and hatred. There is no jingoism about it. The philosophy of 
the international Socialist movement which has been striving 
for more than half a century to curb imperialism, to eliminate 
national antipathies, to do away with clandestine diplomacy, 
with secret treaties, to remove force as a means of settling 
national differences, and to bring order into the relations of 
peoples, finds there its noblest expression. 

The work of the conference is inspired, not by a desire to re- 
stord the old, which carried within it the germs of the present 
conflict, but to build anew. 

The mar aims of intcrallied labor lay special stress on the 
need of establishing a league of nations for the defense of in- 
ternational right. They would do away with professional 
armies. They emphatically oppose all projects for an economic 
war after peace has been secured. 

They propose a comprehensive, constructive program for the 
solution of the problems which will arise with peace. They 
would provide for the restoration of the devastated areas and 
for the reparation of the wrongdoing not only by restoring “ ma- 
terial property proved to be destroy-ed or damaged but by setting 
up the wage earners and peasants themselves in homes and em- 
ployments.” 

While proposing solutions for the particular problems of (a) 
Relgium, (b) Alsace-Lorraine, (c) the Balkan-, (d) Italy, (e) 
Poland and the Baltic Provinces, (f) the Jews and Palestine, 
(g) the Turkish Empire, (h) Austria-Hungary, (i) the colonies 
and dependencies, the main concern of the conference is that 
a supernational authority, guided by international principles of 
right, shall be the determining factor in solving each individual 
problem as it presents itself. 

Under leave heretofore granted to me I incorporate the full 
text of the “Memorandum on War Aims.” 

INTFZ-ALLIED LABOR Wan AINS. 
The following is the full text of the Memorandum on War Aims 

adoDted by the Inter-Allied Labor and Socialist Conference in London: 

I. The Inter-Allied Conference declares that whatever may have been 
the causes of the outbreak of war, it is clear that the peoples of Europe, 
who are necessarily the chief sufferers from its horrors, had themselves 
no hand in it. Their common interest is now so to conduct the terrible 
struggle in which they find themselves engaged as to bring it, as soon 
as may be possible, ‘to an issue in a secure and lasting peace for the 
world. 

The conference sees no reason to depart from the following declara- 
tion unanimously agreed to at the Conference of the Socialist and Labor 
Parties of the Allied Nations on February 14, 1916 : 

“This conference can not ignore the profound general causes of the 
European conflict, itself a monstrous product of the antagonisms which 
tear asunder capitalist society and of the policy of colonial dependencies 
and aggressive imperialism, against which international socialism has 
never ceased to fight, and in which every government has its share of 
responsibility. 
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“ The invasion of Belgium and France b the German armies threatens 
the very existence of independent nationa sties and strikes a blow at all is 
faith in treaties. In these circumstances a victory for German imperial- 
ism would be the defeat and the destruction of democracy and liberty in 
Europe. The Socialists of Great Britaiq, Belgium, France, and Russia 
do not pursue the political and economic crushing of Germany; they 
are Dot at war with the peoples of Germany and Austria, but only with 
the Governments of those countries, by which they are oppressed. They 
demand that Belgium shall be liberated and compensated. They clesire 
that the question of Poland shall be settled in accordance with the wishes 
of the Polish people, either iu the sense of autonomy in the midst of 
another State, or in that of complete independence. They wish that 
throughout all Europe, from A&ace-Lorraine to the Balkans, those popu- 
lations lhat have been annexed by force shall receive the right freely 
to dispose of themselves. 

“ While inflexibly resolved to fight until victory is achieved to accom- 
plish this task of liberation, the socialists are none the less resolved to 
resist any attempt to transform this defensive war into a war of con- 
ourst. which would onlv DreDare fresh confiicts. create new erievances. 
&-subject various pcopies- more than ever to the double-plague of 
armaments and war. 

“ Satisfied that they are remaining true to the principles of 
international, the members of the conference express the hope that 
working classes of all the different countries will before long find th 
selves united again in their struggle against militarism and capitr 
imperialism. The victory of the allied powers must be a victory 
popular liberty, for unity, independence. and autonomv of the nat 
in the peaceful federation of the UI 

the 
the 

lem- 
llist 

for 
ions 

lited States &Europe and the world.” 
NAHIKO TIT1 WORLD SAPIE 808 DEMOCRACY. 

II. Whatever may have been the objects for which the war was 
begun, the fundamental purpose of the interallied conference in sup- 
Dortinr the continuance of the struggle is that the world may hence- 
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sibility of the Government, and more particularly 
lster, of each country to its legislature. 

of the foreign min- 

Only such a policy will enforce the frank abandonment of every 
form of imperialism. When based on universal democracy, in a world 
in which effective international guaranties against aggression have been 
secured, the league of nations will achieve the complete suppression of 
force as the means of settling international differences. 

The league of nations, in order to prepare for the concerted abolition 
Of compulsory military service in all countries, must first take steps for 
the prohibition of fresh armaments on land and sea and for the common 
limitation of the existing armaments by which all the peoples are bur- 
dened, as well as the control of war minufactures and the enforcement 
of such agreements as may be agreed to thereupon. The States must 
undertake such manufactures themselves, so as entirely to abolish profit- 
making armament firms, whose pecuniary interest lies always In the 
war scares and progressive competition in the preparation for war. 

The nations, being armed solely for self-defense and for such action 
as the league of nations may ask them to take in defense of iuterna- 
tional right, will be left free, under international control either to create 
a voluntarily recruited force or to organize the nation for defense with- 
out professional armies for long terms of military service. 

TO give effect to the above principles, the Inter-Allied Conference de- 
clares that the rules upon which the league of nations will be founded 
must be included in the treaty of peace, and will henceforth become the 
basis of the settlement of differences. In that spirit the conference 
expresses its agreement with the propositions put forward by President 
Wilson in his last message : 

(1) That each part of the final settlement must be based upon the 
essential justice of that particular case, acd upon such adjustments as 
are most likely to bring a peace that ml11 bc permanent. 

(2) That peoples and provinces are not to be bartered about from 
sovereignty to sovereignty as if they were mere chattels and pawns in 
a game, even the great game now forever discredited of the balance of 
power; but that 

(3) Every territorial settlement involved in this war must be made 
in the interest and for the benefit of the populations concerned, and 
not as a part of any mere adjustments of compromise of claims amongst 
rival States. 

(4) That all well-defined national aspirations shall be accorrlcd the 
utmost satisfaction that can be accorded them without introducing new 
or perpetuating old elements of discord and antagonism that would be 
likely in time to break the peace of Europe, and, consequently, of the 
world. 

III. The Inter-Allied Conference considers that the proclamation of 
principles of international law accepted by all nations, and the substitu- 
tion of a regular procedure for the forceful acts by which States calling 
themselves sovereign have hitherto adjusted their differences-in short, 
the establishment of a league of nations-gives an entirely new aspect 
to territorial problems. 

The old diplomacy and the yearnings after domination by States, or 
even by peoples, which during the whole of the nineteenth century 
have taken advantage of and corrupted the aspirltions of nationalities, 
have orought Europe to a condition of anarchy and disorder which have 
led inevitably to the present catastrophe. 

The conference declares it to be the duty of the labor and socialist 
movement to suppress without hesitation the imperialist designs in the 
various States which have led one government after another to seek, 
by the triumph of military force, to acquire either uew territories or 
economic advantage. 

The establishment of a system of international law and the guaranties 
afforded by a league of nations ought to remove the last excuse for those 
strategic protections which nations have hitherto felt bound to require. 

It is the supreme principle of the right of each people to determine 
its own destiny that must now decide what steps should be taken by 
way of restitution or reparation, and whatever territorial readjustments 
may be found to be necessary at the close of the present war. 

The conference accordingly emphasizes the’ importance to the labor 
and Socialist movement of a clear and exact definition of what is meant 
by the right of each people to determine its own destiny. Neither 
destiny of race nor identity of language can he regarded as affording 
more than a presumption in favor of federation or unification. During 
the nineteenth century the theories of this kind have so often served as 
a cloak for aggression that the international can not but seek to pre- 
vent any recurrence of such an evil. Any adjustments of boundaries 
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that become necessary must be based exclusively upon the desire of the 
people concerned. 

It is true that it is impossible for the necessary consultation of the 
desires of the people concerned to b: made in any fired and invariable 
way for all the cases in which it is required, and that the problems of 
nationality and territory are not the same for the inhabitants of all 
countries. Nevertheless, what is necessary in all cases is that the pro- 
cedure to be adopted should bc decided, not by one of the parties to the 
disoute. but bv the snoernntional authoritr. 

bpori the bnsis of <he general principle”s herein formulated the con- 
ference pronoses the following solutions of particular problems : 

The conference emphatically insists that a foremost condition of 
peace must be tbc reparation by the German Government1 under the 
direction of an international commission, of the wrong admittedly done 
to Belgiom; payment by that Government for all the damage that has 
resulted from this wrong; and the restoration of Belgium as an inde- 
pendent sovereign State, leaving to the decision of the Belgian people 
the determination of their own future policy in all respects. 

(E) *Ls*CB *isI LOIuL4INE. 
The conference declares that the problem of Alsace and Lorraine is 

not one of territorial adjustment, but one of right, and thus an inter- 
national problem, the solution of which is indispensable if peace is to 
be either just or lasting. 

The treaty of Frankfort at one and the same time mutilated France 
and violated the right of the inhabitants of Alsace and Lorraine to dis- 
pose of their own destinies, a right which they hare repeatedly claimed. 

The ncm treaty of 
ration of war of 91 B 

eace, in recognizing that Germany, by her decla- 

make null and void 
has her&elf broken the treaty of Frankfort, will 

tde gains of a brutal conquest and of the violence 
committed against the people. 

France, having secured this rxognition, can properly agree to a 
fresh consultation of the population of Alsace and Lorraine as to its 
own desires. 

The treaty of peace will bear the signatures of every nation in the 
world. It will be guaranteed by the league of nations. To this league 
of nations France is prepared to remit, with the freedom and sincerity 
of a popular vote, of which the details can be subsequently settled, the 
organization of such a consultation as shall settle forever, as a matter 
of right, the future destiny of Alsace and Lorraine, and as shall finally 
remove from the common life of all Europe a quarrel which has imposed 
so heavy a burden upon it. 

. 

The conference lays down the principle that all the violations and 
perversions of the rights of the people which have taken place, or are 
still taking place, in the Balkans must be made the subject of redress 
or renaration. 

Serbia, Montenegro, Roumanla, Albania, and all the territories occupied 
by military forces should be evacuated by the hostile forces. Wherever 
any population of the same race and tongue demands to be united this 
must be done. Each such people must be accorded full liberty to settle 
its own destiny, without regard to the imperialistic pretensions of 
Austria. Hunearv. Turkev. or 0th”” Q+n+n 

Accepting This’ principie, th- e conference Droooses that the whole 
problem of the administrative reorganization 6f the Balkan ~peoples 
should be dealt with by a special conference of their representatives, 
or in case of disagreement by aa authoritative international commission 
on the basis of (a) the concession within each independent sovereignty 
of local autonomy and security for the development of its particular 
civilization of every racial minority ; 
freedom or religion and 

(b) the universal guarantee of 

and postal union embrac ng the whole of the Balkan States, with free P 
olitical equality for all races: (c) a customs 

access for each to its natural seaport; (d) the entrv of all the Balkan 
States into a federation ior the cancer ted arr&“ge-meit by mutual _ .̂ ^̂ --̂ - I- &^....-+ agreement among themselves of all matters UI cvuuuvu IUL~L~BL. 

(D) ITALY. 
The conference declares its warmest sympathy with the people of 

Italian blood and speech who have been left outside the boundaries 
that have, ,a8 a result of the diplomatic agreements of the past, and 
for strategx reasons. been assigned to the Kingdom of Italy, and sup- 

P 
orts their claim to be united with those of their own race and tongue. 

t realizes that arrangements may be necessary for securing the leglti- 
mate interests of the people of Italy in the adjacent seas, but it con- 
demns the aims of conquest of Italian imperialism and believes that all 
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legitimate needs can be safeguarded without precluding a like recogni- 
tion of the deeds of others or annexation of other people’s territories. 

Regarding the Italian population dispersed on the eastern shores of 
the Adriatic, the relations between Italy and the Yugo-Slav populations 
must be based on principles of equity and conciliation, so as to prevent 
any cause of future quarrel. 

If there are found to be groups of Slavonian race within the newly 
defined Kingdom of Italy, or groups of Italian race in Slavonian terrl- 
tory, mutual guarantees must be given for the assurance of all of them 
on one side or the other, full liberty of local self-government and ok 
the natural development of their several activities. 

(E) POLAND AND THE BALTIC PROVINCES. 
In accordance with the right of every people to determine its own 

destinies, Poland must be. reconstituted in unity and independence with 
free access to the sea. 

The conference declares further, that any annexation by Germany, 
whether open or disguised, of Livonia, Courland, or Lithuania would 
be a flagrant and wholly inadmissible violation of international law. 

(R) THE JEWS AND PALESTINE.. 
The conference demands for the Jews in all countries the same ele- 

mentary rights of freedom of religion, education, residence, and trade, 
and equal citizenship that ought to be extended to all the inhabitants of 
every nation. It further expresses the opinion that Palestine should 
be set free from the hard and oppressive Government of the Turk, in 
order that this country may form a free State under international 
guaranty, to which such of the Jewish people as desire to do so may 
return and ma.y work out their own salvation free from interference by 
those of alien race or religion. 

(0) ‘FIX& PBOBLEM OF THE ‘JXBRISH EMPIRE. 
The conference condemns the handing back to the systematically cruel 

domination of the Turkish Government any subject people. 
ever .may he proposed with regard to Armenia 

Thus, what- 
Mesopotamia, and 

$:Faas they can not be restored to the tyranny. of the-sultan and his 
The conference condemns the lmperlalist alms of govern- 

ments ‘and capitalists who would make of these and other territories 
now dominated by the Turkish hordes merely instruments either of 
exploitation OP militarism. If the peoples of these territories do not 
feel themselves able to settle their own destinies,. the conference insists 
that, conformably with policy of “no annexations,” they should be 
placed for administration in the hands of a commission acting under 
the supernational authority or league of nations. It is further sug. 
gested that the peace of the world requires that the Dardanelles should 
be permanently and effectively neutralized and opened like all the main 
lines of marine communication, under the control of the league of 
nations, freely to all nations, without hindrance or customs duties, 

(H, AUSTBIA-HUNGABY. 
The conference does nbt- propose, as a war aim, dismemberment of 

Austria-Hungary or its deprivation of economic access to the sea. On 
the other hand, the conference can not admit that the claims to inde- 
pendence made by the &echo-Slovaks and the Yugo-Slavs must be 
regarded merely as questions for internal decision. National inde- 
pendence ought to be accorded, according to rules to be laid down by 
the league of nations, to such peoples as demand it, and these com- 
rrmnities ought to have the opportunity of determining their own 
groupings and federations according to their affinities and interests. 
If they think fit they are free to substitute a free federation of Danubian 
States for the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

(I) THE COLONIES AND DEPENDENCIES. 
Tine international has alway& condemned the colonial policy of capi- 

talist governments. Without ceasing to condemn it, the interallied con- 
ference nevertheless recognizes the existence of a state of things which 
it is obliged to take into account. 

The conference considers that the treaty of peace ought to secure 
to the natives in all colonies and dependencies effective protection 
against the excesses of capitalist colonialism. The conference demands 
the concession of administrative autonomy for all groups of people that 
attain a certain degree of civilization, and for all the others a progres- 
sive participation in local government. 

The conference is of opinion that the return of the colonies to those 
who possessed them before the war, or the exchange or compensations 
which might be effected, ought not to be an obstacle to the making of 
peace. 

Those colonies that have been taken by conquest from any belliger- 
ent must be made the subject of special consideration at the peace con- 
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ntrol of the most indi 

VII. The Interallied Conferene is of opinion that an international 
ronfercnce of labcr and socialist organizations, held under proper con- 
ditions, would at this stage render useful service to world democracy 
by assisting to remove misunderstandings, as well as the obstacles 
which stand in the vpy of world peace. 

Awaiting the resumption of the normal activities of the International 
Socialist Bureau, we consider that an international conference held dur- 
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