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CHARITY. 

BY HUGH 0. PENTECOST. 

Free schools, free libraries, free museums, free baths, 
free hospitals, free poorhouses, free lodgings, and free 
lunches are morti demoralizing to the people than 
saloons, lotteries, poolrooms, faro banks, and houses of 
prostitution. The vices of drinking, gambling, and 
lasciviousness injure only the persons who indulge in 
them and those who are immediately dependent on 
them. The vice of charity demoralizes and tends to 
pauperize and enslave the whole community. Drunk- 
enness, gambling, and lasciviousness are evils which 
individuals take on themselves. Charity is an insult 
and degradation thrust on some by others. Drunken- 
ness, gambling, and lasciviousness are the outcome of 
individual folly. Charity is the result of an unjust 
system of society. Drunkenness, gambling, and las- 
civiousness are a disgrace to the individuals who prac- 
tice them. Charity is a disgrace to the human race. 

Personal vices pass for what they are-evils to be 
shunned. Charity being a deadly and dreadful evil, 
passes for a virtue. Charity is a hypocrite in the guise 
of a saint, a confidence-woman dressed as a nun. In 
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the name of charity, men and women do with zeal, and 
frequently with the best motives, what necessarily in- 
jures the race. By distributing their gocds to the poor 
they think they add to their own righteousness and 
subtract from the miseries of others, while in reality 
they commit a kind of crime and perpetuate the woes 
of mankind. 

Such a thing is not possible, but if it were it would, 
in the long run, be a blessing to the world if the doors 
of every free school were suddenly closed forever; if 
every free hospital were razed to the ground, neither 
they nor their like ever to be rebuilt ; if every poor- 
house were destroyed, with no others to take their 
places ; if homeless people were nevermore sheltered in 
police stations ; if no person ever again gave money or 
tood to the needy. 

The children of the poor would then grow up in ig- 
norance ; the ill among the poor would then die in their 
homes, like rats in their holes, with none to bury them; 
honest people, willing to work, would starve to death 
by thousands, and their corpses would lie along the 
roadsides, rotting in the sun ; men and women would 
freeze in the streets all winter long, and men rushing 
to business in the morning would stumble over them. 

The vision of what would-happen if charity were to 
suddenly cease is horrible beyond words to describe, 
but it is a vision in full view of which the people would 
learn the truth more speedily than they otherwise will 
or can. They would then see the unmitigated effects 
of this present social system, which authorizes and en. 
forces the exclusion of the poor from the opportunity 
to live in comfort, 

The State authorizes and enforces the monopoly of 
land, the necessity of life, and of money, the necessity of 
trade. As a consequence, the landless and the mouey- 
less are at the mercy of the Land Lords and the Lend 
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Lords. These Lords employ the helpless to work for 
them. They take from the workers almost all they 
produce. They do not allow them to retain enough of 
the products of their labor to feed, clothe, educate, and 
heal themselves and their families. Hence the need of 
charity. 

Now, if the State ‘were left alone to do its horrid 
work of spoliation and starvation, that work would 
not long go on. Men would see the awful results of 
this social system and would find a way to establish 
another which would produce happier consequences. 
But the State has a faithful ally in the Church. The 
Church wo:ks hand and hand with the State. The 
Church covers up the sins of the State. 

The people see the poverty and misery of the world. 
They do not understand their cause or cure. They 
do not know that they are produced by man and may 
be abolished by man. 

Whenever the people see something they do not 
understand they think it must be produced by God. 
When they did not understand about the lightning, 
they thought it was a flaming javelin with which God 
pierced them. When they did not understand about 
the cholera or the yellow fever or the earthquakes, they 
thought it was a way God had of punishing them for 
not going to church. And the Church fostered these 
beliefs as long as it could, because they kept the peo- 
ple terrified and dependent on the priests, who made 
them believe that they had influence with God and 
could persuade him to turn off his terrors when the 
people became submissive to the Church. 

The people have found out about the lightning, the 
chtilera, the yellow fever, and the earthquakes. They 
do not hire the priests to pray these things away any 
more, because they know they cannot do it. But they 
have not yet found out about poverty. The priests tell 
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them that poverty is caused by God. They tell them 
that poverty is a great blessing ; that the poorer they 
are in this world the richer they will be in heaven, if 
they are obedient to the Church. They tell them that, 
of course, it would not be just the thing to have the 
poor people coming to the churches where the rich 
people are, because they would spoil the carpets and 
bring bad tenement house smells into the house of God, 
but there is always a nice little mission chapel in their 
own neighborhood, quite good enough for “the likes of 
them,” which has been provided for them by the kind 
hearted rich people, and they can go to this spiritual 
poor house and get ready for heaven without bother- 
ing the rich people in their high-toned devotions. 

They tell them that God does not make everybody 
alike. Some of his children he endows with the gift 
of being poor. These he loves the best of all. That 
is why he blesses them with poverty, ignorance, sick- 
ness, and dirt. Others he endows with the gift of mak- 
ing money. He gave William the Conqueror, for ex- 
ample, the wit to see that if he divided up the land of 
England amo?g his generals it would be very pleas- 
ant for him and his generals, for in that way they could 
always have a nation of slaves to work for them; and 
he gave him the power to carry out the scheme by 
which the royalty and aristocracy of England have 
ever since been riding on the backs of the working 
people. He gave his dear son Jay Gould the cuteness to 
see that if he can buy up a controlling interest in a 
railroad and then wreck it he can get the rest of 
the stock very cheap, and after that he can make the 
road prosperous and sell out at the right moment with 
the effect of abolishing his own poverty along with 
other people’s wealth. He gave the Vanderbilts a cer- 
tain discernment by which they are enabled to work 
the New York legislature in the interests of the Vander- 



J 
bilt family. He gave the Astors a special faculty for 
getting possession of land which has the power, thanks 
to legislation, of making them enormously rich with- 
out working. He gave to the good Baptist brethren 
who run the Standard Oil Trust the wonderful gift of 
swallowing everybody else in the same line of busi- 
ness, and very kindly taught them how to substitute 
piety for honesty. 

But these people are not his favorites. The poor peo- 
ple are his favorites. They are the ones to whom he 
deals out his love and his chastisements without meas- 
ure. These rich people are very unfortunately situ- 
ated. Their souls are always in danger of being lost. 
Their riches plunge them into many temptations. 
Especially are they liable to grow selfish and hard 
hearted; and so the Heavenly Father confers on the 
poor people the high honor of being the means of the 
spiritual development of their rich brothers in the 
kingdom of heaven. By dispensing charity to the 
poor the rich are kept tender hearted-to everybody 
but their own employ&. This is one reason why pov- 
erty exists. 

If all young medical students were able to pay for 
their medical education, there would have been noth- 
ing to tap the heart of William H. Vanderbilt and 
draw thence half a million dollars to build a medical 
college. If all persons were able to buy books, there 
would have been nothing to move the emotions of An- 
drew Carnegie and lead him to build a free library. If 
no people were too poor to hire physicians or take care 
of themselves in their old age, how would the rich peo- 
ple ever know the joy of building hospitals and old 
people’s homes 1 If there were no tenement house dis- 
tricts, what would the rich ladies have on which to ex- 
ercise their desires to do good to others? 

It is perfectly plain that God’s rich children would 
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be in a pitiable spiritual condition if there were IIO 
poor people to be kind to. 

The people do not understand about poverty, and so 
the clergymen tell the poor that they ought to thank 
God for making them poor and for sending his rich 
children to them to alleviate their poverty ; and they 
tell the rich people that they ought to thank God for 
making them rich and giving them the poor people to 
exercise their sympathies on. They tell the poor that 
it is a virtue. to be contented in their poverty. They 
tell the rich that it is a virtue to be charitable. They 
tell the poor that love in a cottage is much sweeter than 
love in a mansion ; that the rich have many cares and 
miseries of which the poor know nothing. They tell 
the rich that they are so much better situated than the 
poor that they should open their hearts and give. 

Thus the Church plays into the hands of the State. 
This is the reason why the rich, whether they are re- 
ligious or not, are so generous in supporting the Church. 
Without the aid of the clergyman in deceiving the peo- 
ple, the State-created monopolist could not rob them. 

But all that the State does in this regard is unjust, 
and all that the Church teaches on this subject is un- 
true. Poverty is not produced by God. It is produced 
by law. Charity is not a virtue. It is a crime. It 
mitigates the immediate suffering of a few individu- 
als, but what it gives them in bread or medical attend- 
ance it takes away irom them in self-respect. It takes 
away more than it gives, for self-respect is worth more 
than bread or health. It mitigates the immediate suf- 
fering of the individual, but it stays the process by 
which the chains that bind the human race in poverty 
are slowly rusting away. 

When you educate a poor man’s child free of cost to 
him, you do two things, both of which are bad for him. 
You make it possible for some monopolist to hire him 
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to work for less than he would be willing to if he could 
not get his child educated free ; and yoti prevent him 
from inquiring how it happens that he cannot earn 
enough himself to educate his child. 

When you carry a poor person to the hospital, you do 
the same two things, and you lead him to cultivate the 
slavish thought that when he falls sick some one else 
should pay for his care. 

When you give bread to a beggar, you still again do 
the same two things, and you lead him to suppose that 
when he falls out of employment somebody should con- 
tribute to his support. 

When you do a charitable act, you think you are help- 
ing the poor, and you are, for the moment, helping some 
poor individual, but you are not helping to abolish pov- 
erty, which is the thing that should be done; you are 
not helping the poor as a class ; you are helping to keep 
kings on their thrones, noblemen in their palaces, cor- 
rupt politicians in power, and the tentacles of monopo- 
lists sucking at the sources of wealth. When you drop 
a dollar in a hospital box, it goes to swell some monopo- 
list’s bank account. When you give a beggar a cent, the 
Land Lord or the Lend Lord gets it ultimately. 

But that is not the worst of it. Monopoly and char- 
ity stand or fall together. By indulging yourself the 
pleasure of charity, you force on others the misery of 
poverty, Not only does what you give in alms go to 
the monopolist, but by your giving you strengthen the 
present social system, which could not exist a year but 
fbr charity. Your charity is a mask which hides the 
face of monopoly. Your charity helps to stay the rav- 
ages of poverty, which the exclusive ownership of va- 
cant land and the exclusive control of money produce. 
The ravages of poverty should not be stayed. The 
whole world should see the disease in all its horror. 
If men, women, and children were walking the streets 
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in rags and dropping down of stirvation by thousands, 
as they would be doing if it were not for the mistaken 
charity that interferes with the natural action of mo- 
nopoly, people would begin to inquire the reason for 
the plague, and they would soon discover it. 

This man thrown out of employment would ask: 
“Why must I use my savings paying rent when I 
could build myself a shanty for ten dollars, and by 
the time my savings were gone be raising enough 
from the earth to live on?” Why ? Because all about 
him, land is kept out of use for the express purpose 
of compelling him to pay rent and submit to the ex- 
actions of an employer. 

This man would ask : “Why may I not invest my last 
quarter in shoe-strings and sell them for thirty cents?” 
Why ? Because he has to pay five dollars for a license 
to sell shoe-strings, for the express purpose of making 
it difficult for him to earn a living without an em- 
ployer. 

This man would ask : (‘Why cannot I borrow a hun- 
dred dollars without having to pay back a hundred and 
six, or ten, which I cannot do without loss ? ” Why I 
Because money is monopolized for the express purpose 
of making the man who has it not dependent on the 
man who has it. 

This man would say : “Why must I pay out my last 
dollar to a tax collector for the privilege of being 
alive ? ” Why ? Because a number of politicians wish 
to live at his expense. 

If it were not for charity, the problem of poverty 
would be presented to the world in all its naked repul- 
siveness. The majority of the human race would have 
the alternative of suffering it without mitigation or 
solving it, and they would solve it. I do not know how 
they would set about solving it, but they wou.d find a 
way. 
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I am convinced that all things come to pass in this 

universe by what we call the law of the survival of the 
fittest. It is useless to inquire whether this law is 
beneficent or malevolent. My own opinion is that what 
we call nature is neither beneficent nor malevolent. 
But whether beneficent or not the fittest do survive. 
Outside of man this law, as we call it, goes on unhin- 
dered. Man is the only being impertinent enough to 
think he can successfully meddle with the working of 
the universe. Apart from his relations as a social 
animal he cannot thus meddle with nature. But in the 
ordering of society he can and does. He has not checked 
the operation of the law of the survival of the fittest, 
but he has made such arrangements that results appear 
under that law which would not have appeared if he 
had not meddled with nature. 

Man has constructed an arbitrary system of society. 
That system has caused natural forces, as we say, to 
run in a new channel, just as a stream of water may be 
diverted by the building of a dam. The law or custom 
by which property in vacant land became exclusive was 
an impertinent interference with nature, with the re- 
sult that some of the most consummate numskulls and 
jokes on humanity the world ever saw are on top in 
society, while some of the most intelligent and honor- 
able human beings are at the bottom. The law of the 
survival of the fittest works, but by man’s meddling 
with nature that law preserves all the natural born fools 
that are to be found in the aristocracies of the world 
and all the half imbeciles that have inherited wealth 
in this country, and destroys millions of the best speci- 
mens of humanity because they are not suited to thrive 
under the present social system. Look at the people 
who have wealth and who occupy the great offices in 
the world today. Do you suppose they would be on 
top if somebody had not been meddlirg with the uni- 
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verse ? Is Queen Victoria really the fittest woman in 
England? Is Benjamin Harrison the fittest man in 
America? Is Hugh J. Grant, or Ward McAllister, the 
fittest man in New Yor k ? Nature does someverystrange 
things, but she never heaved these people to the top all 
by herself. They are the fittest under the arbitrary 
social system which man has invented, but if man had 
never meddled with nature such people never would 
have been heard of. Under natural conditious if there 
had been any Queen in England, if there had been any 
England, she would have been the Queen because she 
was a queen, and not because somebody was her father. 
If there had been any President in this country, it would 
not have taken a million dollars of boodle to get him 
into achair much too large for him. He would have 
got there as man got at the head of the animal king- 
dom, because that was the place for him. If there had 
been any leader of society, it would not have been 
because he knew the difference between a rum punch 
and maraschino. 

But, you see, the introduction of the land monopoly, 
and the money monopoly, and all the other monopolies 
that grow out of them-the trade monopoly, the trans- 
portation monopoly, the lawyer’s monopoly, the ped- 
dler’s monopoly, the school monopoly, the Gospel 
monopoly, the marriage monopoly, and a thousand 
others-turned the stream of natural law into a new 
channel with the result of putting hypocrites in office 
and heroes in prison ; with the result of putting 
parasites in palaces and wealth producers in rags. 

What I am trying to make clear to you is that mo- 
nopoly is an impudent and blasphemous interference 
with the orderly operations of nature. It never could 
have lasted long, however, and never would have done 
much harm if it had not been for charity. Charity was 
invented for the purpose of covering up the effects of 
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., monopoly, and it, therefore, in its turn is also an inter- 
ference with nature. Charity prevents monopoly from 
exposing itself to the world in all its hideousness. To 
put a stop to charity would tear the mask from the face 
of monopoly and leave the people to deal with it for 
what it really is. 

There are some things you will always find going 
together in this world, and they are all things that the 
world would be much better off without ; indeed, the 
world will never be a fit habitation for men until we 
see the last of them. They are all pairs of hateful 
twins. They are these f God and a slave ; religion and 
ignorance ; monopoly and poverty. 

The clergyman and the politician will tell you that 
these are all human necessities, and in so far as misery 
attends them it may be met and assuaged by charity. 
But in my opinion if there were no belief in God there 
would be no slave ; if there were no religion there 
would be no ignorance ; if there were no monopoly 
there would be no poverty ; if all were gone there 
would be no charity ; if there were no charity all would 
go. 
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