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THE ONLY WAY- 

ORGANIZATION 
THE ONLY’, WAY we’ll ever get, Socialism is by 

working for it UNITEDLY. It’s folly, you’ll agree, to be 
a little Socialist Party all by yourself, making a little jab 
at the enemy here, giving a slap there, registering a dimin- 
utive kick elsewhere. 

If we are ever to overcome capitalism ; if we are ever to 
win the world for the workers, we must grow strong by 
UNITED action-the disciplined and well organized action 
of thousands upon thousands of workers, all thinking, plan- 
ning, working toward one and the same end. 

As an individual you can continue to snap at the heels 
of capitalism until doomsday. And what will it profit you? 
You’ll get kicked occasionally, that’s all. 

But-as a unit in the world-wide ORG 
+I 

IZED attempt 
to make capitalism turn up its toes so that ‘e may bid it a 
glad farewell, you and the rest of us TOGETHER can hit 
telling blows which will eventually knock this monster out. 

The only way is-ORGANIZATION. Join the Socialist 
Party. Pay dues and attend meetings REGULARLY. Face 
forward ! Fall in line! Keep in step with the millions of 
Socialists who’ have consecrated their lives to make living 
WORTH WHILE. 

And, by the way-we’re talking to YOU. 
WE WANT AN ANSWER!-WRITE US TODAY. 

Department of Organization 
National Oflice, Sociqlist Party 

220 So. Ashland Blvd., Chicago, III. 

When we’re divided. we’re derided. and we must cringe and crawl, 
Eut when UNITED, wrongs are righted, and justice comes to ail. 



THE SENTENCE 

Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis said: 

“It is the judgment and sentence of the Court that the 
defendants, and each of them, be imprisoned in the United States 
Penitentiary at Fort Leavenworth for twenty years”. 

Those sentenced were : 

VICTOR L. BERGER 

ADOLPH GERMER. 

J. LOUIS ENGDAHL. 

WILLIAM F. KRUSE. 

IRWIN ST. JOHN TUCKER. 

Their crime was their loyalty to the fundamental principles 
of International Socialism. 

This small booklet, therefore, is. dedicated to 

International Socialism ! 





A Political Trial 
in the United States 

Labor the world over has had its attention riveted on the 
workings of American institutions in consequence of the convic- 
tion and 20-year prison sentences meted out to five officials of the 
Socialist Party of the United States. 

Contrary to the claims of the prosecution this was a political 
trial. “The Nation,” New York City, one of America’s recognized 
liberal weeklies, in its issue of Jan. 18, 1919, said: 

“We should like to believe that political trials and political 
prisoners are something that we do not have in the United States, 
but it is a typical political trial that has just closed in Chicago with 
a verdict of guilty. 

. 

“Victor L. Berger, of the national executive committee of the 
Socialist Party ; Adolph Germer, national executive secretary of 
the party; J. Louis Engdahl, editor of the party’s oficial publica- 
tions; William F. Kruse, secretary of the National Young People’s 
Socialist League, and Irwin St. John Tucker, former head of the 
party’s literature department, were on Jan. 8th, convicted of 
violation of the Espionage Act. 

“The verdict, unless reversed on appeal (and in lessened de- 
gree even if reversed), will in practice inevitably constitute one 
more inroad upon our main dike against lawlessness-the belief 
that law means justice. Cynicism of the rank and file of the work- - 
ing people-which means the mass of the citizens-in regard to the 
purpose and use of the machinery of the law is a bad handicap ’ 
with which to enter a period like that ahead of us. 

“The Espionage Act and the law responsible for the war 
powers of the Post Office Department have done more than per- 
haps any other legislation in our history to breed such cynicism ; 
they cannot be too soon repealed.” 

That is the viewpoint of a non-Socialist publication. It. is 
finding increasing acceptance among the masses of the people. 
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The Postoffice Department, during June, July and August, 
1917, carried on a campaign of suppression and interference against 
Socialist newspapers and magazines. On Sept. 5,191’7, five months 
after the war started, a raid was made by the federal authorities 
on the National Office of the Socialist Party, 803 W. Madison St., 
Chicago. Samples of all Socialist literature, files of Socialist publi- 
cations, copies of all mailing lists, numerous letters and other 
matter was taken, during a three days’ occupation of the offices, 
after which the party was allowed to resume its activities. 

It was on the basis of the evidence gathered in this raid that 
a secret indictment was returned against Berger, Germer, Eng- 
dahl, Kruse and Tucker, five months later, Saturday, Feb. 2, 1918. 
The indictment was made public on Saturday, March 9, 1918, the 
defendants then appearing voluntarily in. court with their lawyers 
and furnishing the required $10,000 bail each. 

This marked the real beginning of a court struggle that will 
engage the serious attention of American historians in the years 
to come. On April 27, a demurrer was filed against the indictment, 
citing 21 reasons why it should be dismissed. In October, 1918, 
a hearing was had before Judge Evan Evans, in the federal 
district court. After taking the arguments under consideration, 
he ruled against the demurrer, and turned down the plea of former 
acquittal for Adolph Germer, based on the Grand Rapids, Mich., 
“not guilty” verdict of one year before. By his ruling he ordered 
all five Socialists to trial, 

After the armistice had been declared, Nov. 11, 1918, and 
the world war had come to an end, no indications were forthcoming 
that there was to be any let-up in the attack on the Socialist Party. 
.Tudge Kenesaw Mountain Landis, the trial judge, refused a change 
of venue, sweeping aside the charges of prejudice raised against 
him. The trial itself then started before Judge Landis, Monday, 
Dec. 9,1918, just nine months after the indictment ha.d been made 
public. Nearly five weeks later, Wednesday afternoon, Jan. 8,1919, 
the jury returned a verdict of “guilty.” 

There immediately began a breath-taking struggle for a new 
trial, based on an affidavit secured from the juror, Thomas C. 
Nixon, of Chicago, who charged that Deputy Marshal William H. 

, Streeter, one of the three bailiffs in charge of the jury, had re- 
peatedly denounced the defendants in the presence of the jurors 
while the trial was going on, stating on one occasion that, “Every 
one of those fellows is guilty and if I had my way I would hang 
every one of them.” 

Judge K. M. Landis, after a two-day (Feb. 3-4) hearing, 
overruled defendant’s motion for a new trial (Feb. 20) and 
the five defendants were asked if they had anything to say 



- 5 -- 

before the imposition of sentence. All five-Berger, Germer, Eng- 
dahl, Tucker and Kruse-in ringing addresses to the court, gave 
voice to their views regarding the trial and what they thought its 
significance to be. These addresses are published in this pamphlet. 

Following the five addresses, Judge Landis imposed sentence 
of 20 years for each of the Socialist officials, to be served in the 
federal prison at Leavenworth, Kans. He refused to release the 
defendants on bonds, pending the appeal, but granted a writ of 
error to the Federal Circuit Court of Appeals. Federal Judge Alt- 
schuler then fixed the bonds at $25,000 each, to be secured by 
$100,009 worth of property, making .a total of $500,000 surety in 
all, which was raised by Chicago Socialists in a few hours. The 
five Socialists were given their liberty, pending the appeal before 
the higher court. 

Every individual member, every branch and every local must 
co-operate in collecting funds to carry this case thru the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals, and then, if necessary, to the 
United States Supreme Court. 

This isn’t the fight of Berger, Germer, Engdahl, Kruse, or 
Tucker. It is a vital struggle for the right to have and express 
opinions on International Socialism in the classic land of World 
Capitalism even tho they be at variance with the opinions of those 
in power. 

This persecution has already brought forth strong measures 
from Socialists abroad. The 50 Socialist members of the Italian 
Chamber of Deputies absented themselves, as a protest, when 
President Wilson appeared before Italy’s parliament at Rome, in 
January 1919. The Labor Leader;official publication of the British 
Independent Labor Party, has denounced this legal outrage, while 
the Socialists of Sweden have sent out a call for nation-wide pro- 
test demonstrations. Workers in other lands are more and more 
inquiring about the Socialists in prison in the United States. 

The Socialist Party is defending Berger, Germer, Engdahl, 
Kruse and Tucker, just as it is providing the defense for many 
other comrades who will soon be brought to trial, or whose cases 
are now being appealed. 

Their CArUSE is your CAUSE. “As long as there is a worker 
in prison I am not free !” said Debs. Can you stand idly by while 
these comrades of ours are going to prison. You cannot! Send 
in at least ONE DOLLAR TO-DAY; more as soon as it is possible 
for y rou to do so. 

For further information direct all communications and make 
all money payable by registered mail to Alfred Wagenknecht, 
Director of Organization and Propaganda, National Office, Social- 
ist Party, Room 405, 803 West Madison Street, Chicago, Illinois. 



TheProsecuton 

Few court struggles in the United States have developed more stirring 
scenes than those that took place during the nearly five weeks of the So- 
cialist trial in Chicago. The defenders of the five Socialists included Seymour 
Stedman. William A. Cunnea and Henry F. Cochems. The above sketches, 
made during the trial by Dorothy O’Reilly Tucker, the wife of Irwin St. 
John Tucker, one of the defendants, show some of the characters in this 
now famous drama in action. 



We Admit We Are Socialists 

When the trial of the five Socialist Party officials in Chicago was 
not referred to as “The Socialist Trial”,. it was usually called “The 
Berger Trial”, the name of Victor L. Berger appearing first in the in- 
dictment, followed by that of Germer, Engdahl, Kruse and Tucker, in 
the order named. Berger was born at Nieder-Rebbuch, Austria-Hungary, 
Feb. 28, 1860, and not in Germany as the capitalist press always states. 
Before he was ready to graduate from school financial reverses caused 

r the family to emigrate to the United States. Worked at various trades; 
later became a teacher in the public schools of Milwaukee, Wise. For 
a quarter of a century he has edited Socialist publications in Milwaukee. 
He is now the editor of “The Leader”, the Socialist daily. He has been 
a member of the Socialist Party national executive committee since 
its beginning. He was the first Socialist elected to congress (1910). 
He was again elected in 1918, while under indictment. He addressed 
the court before being sentenced as follows: 

Victor L. Berger.s* aidr*ess* to the Court before 
being sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment: 

T HI’S is the first of the five trials I have to face1 have to 
stand trial on five different indictments for the position the 
American Socialist Party, THE MILWAUKEE LEADER 

and I have taken in the late war. 
I am not guilty. 
My comrades and I are charged with conspiracy to create 

mutiny and, disloyalty and refusal of duty in the armed forces of 
the United States. We are no more guilty of such a conspiracy 
than the Judge himself. The district attorney has offered no 
evidence whatever and made no attempt to prove that we actu- 
ally tried to create mutiny and disloyalty in the armed forces. 

A verdict like the one rendered in this court would be im- 
possible in any other civilized country today with the possible 
exception of Japan. My position and that of my comrades 
towards this war was simply the position of the International 
Socialist movement. 

We all admit that we are Socialists. 
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Socialists know that capitalism cannot and will not last for- 
ever, any more than the feudal system lasted forever. Socialists 
desire to create a new and higher civilization which is to succeed 
capitalist civilization-retain its advantages and overcome its 
evils. 

Socialism teaches that modern wars are mostly struggles over 
business and commercial interests. Socialists hold that these 
struggles do not interest the modern working class in any coun- 
try The wage workers-the men and women who work with 
brain or brawn-are mainly interested in peace and in improving 
the conditions of their class, which forms the overwhelming 
majority of every civilized nation. 

Now if this teaching of Socialism is a crime, then we are 
criminals. 

It was proven conclusively during this trial that the Inter- 
national Socialist movement-which is made up of the organized 
Socialist parties of all countries-was always opposed to all _ 
dynastic, commercial or imperialistic wars. 

This position of the Socialists is as old as the International 
itself-and was first formulated in 1866. 

And the stand taken by the American Socialist Party in 1917 
in regard to this last war is identical with that of the English, 
French, Italian, German and Austrian Socialist parties in 1914. 

All Socialist parties understood from the outset that this 
world war-while there may have been many minor reasons and 
contributory causes-was in the main a struggle between Eng- 
land and Germany for the control of the world’s commerce. This 
view is now accepted by all capitalist magazines and financial 
papers. 

Understanding the reasons underlying the world war-the 
English Socialist Party (the Independent Labor Party) did not 
support the English government of Lloyd George. The English 
Socialist party remained in opposition until the end of the war. 

For the same reason, a very strong minority of the Socialist 
party in France also opposed the war. That minority has now 
become the majority. 

The Italian Socialists even went on a strike in 1914 and 
thus successfully prevented Italy from joining the Central Powers 
in 1914. 

And it was finally the uprising of the German Socialists in 
the German navy and in the garrison of Berlin in the early days 
of November 1918 that virtually ended the world war-not any 
victory of the Allied troops. The Allies had a march of almost 
four weeks after the armistice until they reached the German 
frontier. 
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The proclamations of all the Socialist parties in belligerent 
countries in 1914 were worded very much like the Proclamation 
and War Program of the American Socialist Party adopted in St. 
Louis in 1917. Even the phraseology is almost identical. 

Socialist parties could not take any different view of this war 
and remain true to their principles. 

Socialists fight only in wars of emancipation and revolution, 
or when their country is actually invaded by hostile forces. 

Under acts passed by Congress as “war measures”, however, 
many men and women have been persecuted in this country for 
alleged or real opposition to this war. They have been sentenced 
to terms of imprisonment far exceeding the worst sentences for 
similar offenses under the rule of the czar or the kaiser. 

Most of these victims are Socialists. They have, without 
exception, been prosecuted and imprisoned for expressing their 
political and economic opinions. These victims, nevertheless, 
were merely exercising rights guaranteed them by the constitu- 
tion of the United States. And being persecuted and imprisoned 
on account of their political opinions-these prisoners undoubt- 
edly are political prisoners. 

At the present time our country is the only civilized country 
in the world which still has political prisoners. And our national 
administration keeps on adding to their number. 

It was contemptible hypocrisy and a quibble on words for 
the Attorney General to deny that such a thing as a “political 
prisoner” or a “political crime” exists in America. 

Of course, the capitalist press-the kept prostitute of the 
capitalist system-applauds this persecution as it applauds every 
other persecution of men who believe in the overthrow of the 
capitalist system. 

With the ruling class in America, capitalism and American- 
ism have come to mean the same thing. The words “profit” and 
“patriotism” are now used as synonyms by our profiteers. 

And any opposition to capitalist, commercial or imperialistic . 
wars is regarded as “high treason”. And all opposition to profit- 
eering is denounced as disloyalty and “‘German propaganda”. 

Bolshevism and Socialism mean the same to the capitalist 
class and its press. And “government” and the “national ad- 
ministration” are purposely confounded by people who want war 
because it helps their business. 

The capitalists fear Socialism. They point to poor Russia- 
which is undergoing the pangs of rejuvenation-where a new 
society is to be born out of chaos and pain-as an example of 
Socialism. This is not the time nor the place to explain Bol- 
shevism-but there can be no doubt that Bolshevism is the nat- 
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ural result of czarism and of the methods the czars used against 
the Socialists. 

Many years ago, Wendell Phillips was denouncing the hor- 
rors of Siberia. At one point in his lecture, and after a violent 
denunciation of the government of Russia, he changed his tone, 
and in one of those calmly exasperating sentences, in which he 
often uttered his most radical thoughts, he said: “Well, if there 
is nothing to stop these horrors but the assassin, the pistol and 
the dagger, then welcome the assassin, the pistol and the dagger!” 

Our reactionaries, however, want to make use of the fear 
of Bolshevismj of the war hysteria to put the Socialist Party out 
of business. 

This is the reason why my comrades and I were indicted. 
This was a political trial. The Socialist Party was on trial. This 
fact is admitted by everybody who knows anything about our 
political and economic conditions. 

Notwithstanding this, we were told by the prosecution at 
kF;lbeginning of the trial that the Socialist Party was not on 

. 
It was a lie and the District Attorney knew that he was lying. . 
A few minutes after we had been found guilty by the jury, 

the District Attorney said in an interview that “Bolshevism has 
received a fatal blow by this verdict.” Bolshevism and Socialism 
also mean the same thing to the “government” lawyers. 

Nor were we tried by an unprejudiced jury. According to 
a newspaper report, it was a handpicked jury-handpicked in 
order to find us guilty. A Chicago paper stated at the beginning 
of the trial that the American Protective Association had looked 
over the personnel of the jury and had put its “0. K.” on it. 

According to the interviews given by jurors to the papers 
after the trial, this jury did not pay any attention to the testi- 
mony.at all. Whiskey and poker divided their interest with the 
evidence in the case. 

We were doomed beforehand as “German Socialists” and as . “Bolsheviki”. The minions of the department of justice were in 
possession of all our books and files-these “gentlemen” had 
opened my letters and the letters of other defendants for many 
months before and after the indictment. 

,And altho there was not the faintest evidence or even the 
shadow of evidence to connect any of us or the Socialist Party 
with “German propaganda”-the prosecution continually hinted 
at “German propaganda”. It was done to influence the jury, of 
course, which really did not need any influencing. 

I am not a lawyer. But the story of Juror Nixon must be a 
serious matter even to a layman’s mind. 
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Mr. Nixon either spoke the truth under oath and the court 
believes him, and then the verdict is surely void. Or he did not 
speak the truth under oath. And then the verdict cannot be 
valid because it was found by eleven jurors and a man whom the 
court believed to be a perjuror. 

If this verdict is to stand, then we shall be simply lynched 
under observance of certain legal forms. The trial will then go 
down in history on a par with the trials of the poor witches in 
the XVII. century. 

It will be proof positive that America has taken the place of 
old Russia. It will be proof positive that the ruling class of our 
country will shrink from nothing to perpetuate its class rule. 

However, even if all of us would be sent to the penitentiary, 
the spirit of resistance will continue to grow stronger. In place 
of our well-meaning, healthy and open political opposition, will 
arise an ill-natured, secretive and dangerous movement. 

Instead of orderly mass action, the capitalist class will be 
confronted with individual resistance-direct action. 

Every resistant will then become an avenging angel. Every 
rebellious workman will be a law unto himself. 

The capitalist may thus retard Socialism-but they will 
surely create anarchism. They will prepare this country for a 
revolution such as the world has never seen before. 

Gentle and patient truth may be chained for a while - but 
angry and fearful truth is sure to rise in its place. 

And today the proletariat alone is the banner bearer of social 
and economic truth in this country-as in every other. 

And according to the prophetic words of Karl Marx-the 
proletarians of all countries will unite because “they have nothing 
to lose but their chains and a world to gain.” 

From the articles that I have written or from the speeches 
I have made I have nothing to retract. All my predictions have 
come true. And a great deal more will come true than I have 
predicted. The late war was the most imperialistic war ever 
known in the history of the world and an imperialistic peace will 
follow. 

The so-called League of Nations is simply a thin screen be- 
hind which the capitalistic classes of the winning side are divid- 
ing the spoils. Just now they are trying to despoil Germany and . 
divide up German trade. A little later the League will develop ) 
into a second edition of the Holy Alliance to hold down the na; 
tions, to prevent revolutions and to perpetuate capitalism. 

As for this late war-even spokesmen of the Republican 
Party in the United States Senate now frankly admit that it was 
a war for commercial supremacy. Senator Harding of Ohio re- 
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cently declared that “from the very beginning it was a lie to say 
that this was a war to make the world safe for democracy.” 

The Milwaukee Leader has never said anything stronger 
about the cause of this war than these senators say just at the 
present time. 

And now a few words for my own personal case. 
It is obvious that certain big interests are anxious to keep 

me out of Congress, if possible. 
‘Under the so-called “Espionage Act”-which might better 

be termed a Peonage Act-our Department of Justice could have 
indicted almost any member of the House of Representatives in 
any part of the country where he is not personally known, put 
him before a handpicked jury and have him convicted of the 
charge of which I was found “guilty’‘-if the Woodrow Wilson 
administration wanted that member to be found guilty. 

As a matter of fact, the National Security League would be 
willing to undertake the job of selecting the jury for many of 
the members of the present house of Congress. 

But special legislation to keep undesirable members out of 
Congress will surely work both ways. Some day it may be used 
by Socialists or other radicals against the capitalist side, especial- 
ly if the present ruling class will furnish sufficient precedents. 

Every thinking man should keep in mind that over half of 
the white race is in a chaotic stage of revolution, out of which 
must develop an orderly Socialist reign within the next five years. 
Every thinking American should especially take into considera- 
tion that England, France and Italy will soon join that world- 
wide social revolution. Will America alone escape a world-wide 
movement of the white race? 

It will avail our statesmen nothing to hide their heads in 
the sand of reaction and to forbid immigration or even to deport 
a hundred thousand rebels. You cannot build a Chinese wall 
against ideas. There are ten million men and women in this 
country always on the brink of pauperism and starvation. You 
cannot expel all of them-you cannot kill all of them-you need 
them under the capitalist system as a reserve army of labor for 
your industries. 

You cannot solve this question and yet this question must 
be solved. 

Therefore, our reactionaries may soon rue the day when they 
persecuted the representatives of evolutionary Socialism and thus 
invited a cataclysm ‘which is bound to bury the present system 
and its defenders. 
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If I am guilty, if my comrades here are guilty, then every 
member of the Socialist Party is guilty. Every man who voted 
the Socialist ticket is guilty. Every man who has criticized the 
administration on the war i”s guilty.- 

And if the Socialist Party is a conspiracy against capitalism, 
then the Republican and Democratic parties are conspiracies 
against human progress and human welfare. 

If I am to be punished for having told the truth as I saw 
it-1 ask for no mercy. 



Nothing to Retract or Regret 

Adolph Ger .ler, national secretary of the Socialist Party since 1916, 
was born in East Prussia, Germany, Jan. 15, 1881, coming to the United 
States, Dec. 2, 1888. Entered coal mines at Staunton, Ill., 1892. Joined 
United Mine Workers of America, 1894, and has held several official 
positions in this organization. October, 1900, joined Social-Democratic 
Party, which in 1901 became present Socialist Party. Member party 
national executive committee, 1913-16. He addressed the court before 
being sentenced as follows: 

Adolph Germer’s*ad*dr*ess* to the Court before 
being sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment: 

Your Honor:-On December 2nd, 1888 I first looked upon 
the shores of this republic. I beheld Bartholdi’s masterpiece 
“Liberty Enlightening the World”. My youthful mind was im- 
pressed with its significance. In fancy’s vision a land of freedom 
and opportunity opened up to me ; a land where the rights of the . 
humblest and the most obscure of its subjects are proclaimed to 
be equal to every other, no matter what the station in life may 
be. I soon learned to know and admire the names and noble 
aspirations of such illustrious souls as Thomas Paine, Thomas 
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Wm. Lloyd Garrison, John Brown, 
Elijah Lovejoy and others - the torch-bearers of progress. They 
were, to me, the personification of all th’at is glorious in life. 

At an early age economic necessity drove me into the coal 
mines and there I came in practical contact with this heartless 
capitalist system of private ownership in the means necessary to 
sustain human life. It quickly dawned upon me that the men,women 
and children of toil, who do the world’s indispensable work live in 
hovels and eke out a miserable existence. On the other hand, I 
saw millionaires, an idle aristocracy reveling in boundless luxury, 
spending their ill-gotten gain. This in a country that has an 
abundance for all. 

I saw the useful sons and daughters of the earth existing on 
a pittance, while idle wealth, unmindful of its shame, indulged in 
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senseless and wasteful functions. I quickly recognized the line 
of social demarkation and like Al-Hassen, 

“In this world 
I saw how womanhood’s fair flower had 
Never space its petals to unfold. How 
Childhood’s tender bud was crushed and trampled 
Down in mire and filth too evil, foul, for beasts 
To be partakers in. For gold I saw 
The virgin sold, and motherhood was made 
A mock and scorn. 

“I saw the fruit of labor 
Torn away from him who toiled, to further 
Swell the bursting coffers of the rich, while 
Babes and mothers pined and died of want. 
I saw dishonor and injustice thrive. I saw 
The wicked, ignorant, greedy and unclean, 
By means of bribes and baseness, raised t.o seats 
Of power, from whence with lashes pitiless 
And keen, they scourged the hungry, naked throng 
Whom first they robbed and then enslaved.” 

I felt the injustice of the capitalist order and swore eternal 
opposition to it. In 1894 I first joined my fellow workers in the 
United Mine Workers of America, that we might use our organ- 
ized strength to redress the grievous injustices heaped upon us bi 
corporate wealth, and to resent the further encroachments of our 
industrial over lords. The value, and power, of economic organ- 
ization was clearly apparent to me, but time after time I saw 

_ various agencies of the political state controlled, corrupted and 
used to keep the fetters of this wage system on the limbs of labor. 
This made clear to me the necessity of working class political 
organization, to get control thru the use of the ballot, of the gov- 
ernmental machinery, by the workers and for the workers. In 
1900 I became a member of the Socialist Party in which, I am 
proud to say, I have held membership ever since. 

During all the time of my affiliation with. the union and the 
Socialist Party, both as a member and official, I gave what service 
I was capable of in furtherance of the cause of labor. It was in 
the efforts to make happier the wretched lives of the toiling mil- 
lions that I got closer and clearer insight into the sinister methods 
of an exploiting and corrupting oligarchy. 

The money power has entered every branch of our govern- 
ment, mortgaged the soul of public servants and sent them forth 
as traitors to their trust. 
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We have seen this money power enter the institutions of 
learning, grab the professors, blotch their souls, prostitute their 
intellects, and make them mere vassals to the whims of corporate 
wealth or if true to their convictions, they were hurled headlong 
into the street to seek in vain for an opportunity to point out new 
pathways to human happiness. 

When the war broke out in Europe, we saw the same devious 
forces at work following a course that was bound to draw us into 
the madhouse that drenched the earth with blood. We saw them 
at work during this country’s active participation in the war, 
gouging and plundering, robbing one and crushing the other, 
while the flower of American manhood was yielding its life, vol- 
untarily and thru compulsion, on the restless seas and on the 
crimsoned battlefields abroad. While the bodies of our boys were 
bleaching on the hillsides and in the valleys of Europe, here, 
within the borders of this country, in the guise of patriotism, the 
profiteers were coining their sacrifice into glittering gold. We 
are glad that the end of this war is in sight, but, speaking for 
myself at least, I exceedingly regret that “Democracy”, that high 
ideal, has been turned into a myth. 

I don’t know what impressions such observations made upon 
others, but to me it proved that the class struggle, the struggle 
between those who render useful labor, mentally and physically, 
and those who live from the service of others, goes on with un- 
abated vigor. War or no war, there is no cessation in the clash 
between the masses and the classes. 

In the presence of such facts, presented to my mind, I would 
consider myself unworthy of the movement in which I have en- 
listed if I did not use what capacity I have, and take advantage 
of every opportunity, to point out to my fellow citizens the evil 
and costly consequences of this system. I felt that, during war, 
as well as during times of tranquility, the freedom to express an 
opinion on public policies, and to criticize the judgment of public 
officials was inviolate. If not that, then documents such as the 
bill of rights and the Declaration of Independence became a hollow 
mockery. 

If I have erred in this, it is because I have taken these in- 
struments and the perfumed rhetoric of President Wilson, as to 
the duties of Americans, published in his book, “The New Free- 
dom”, too literally. 

Your honor, altho twelve men after four weeks of testimony 
and after the most passionate appeals to prejudice by the prose- 
cution, have found myself and my collegues guilty of a felony, and 
altho, unless justice intervenes, we are sent to a felon’s cell, I in- 
sist we are innocent of crime or criminal intent. The conviction 



of a man- does not necessarily mean that he is guilty. The annals 
of criminal history are full of instances where persons have been 
convicted only to determine in later days that they were the vic- 
tims of perjury, prejudice or passion. It is easy to create pre- 
judice but the very gods contend in vain against it. And if the 
prosecution is determined -to gain a reputation by resorting to 
prejudice, it is no worse for us to be the victims than for others. 

If, for two or more persons to draw the same conclusions on 
economic and political events, and if to follow a certain course of 
conduct as a result of such conclusions is a criminal conspiracy, 
then the million Socialist voters in the United States are co-con- 
spirators. If we are guilty, they are guilty. But only a pre- 
judiced mind, yielding in obedience to the will of a heartless cap- 
italist class could be invoked against us. 

If my colleagues and I have been selected for punishment for 
interpreting history, past or in the making, in the light of econ- 
omic determinism, we will meet our fate strengthened in the con- 
viction that our Cause is right. 

The prosecution laid great stress on the American 
lives lost on the Lusitania. I freely admit that the sinking of 
that ship was inhuman. 

It was inexcusable - there was no warrant for it. But was 
it any more inhuman than starving 5,000,OOO people (according 
to press reports), mostly non-combatants, by the blockade estab- 
lished by Great Britain before we entered the war? And let US 

remember that there iere thousands of Americans in the central 
empires during that period. 

The prosecuting attorney can find many instances within 
our shores, of criminal and inhuman sacrifice of life. Here in 
Chicago more lives have been sacrificed than the number of Amer- 
icans that went down on the Lusitania. Has the prosecuting 
attorney forgotten the Iroquois Theatre and the Eastland? Has 

he forgotten the mine disaster at Cherry, IJlinois? Has he for- 
gotten Ludlow, Colorado? These, and many similar instances, 
cannot be met by saying “they were accidents” for they were 
not. The lives lost on those occasions were the result of a failure 
to observe the law. . 

In playing the part I did, that is the basis for this proceeding, 
1 was actuated by the supreme desire to call the attention of my 
kindred to the indescribable and inevitable injustice of the pres- 
ent social order. 

Our thoughts may differ from those of the majority, but 
even so, we have the right to have and express a minority opinion. 
The minority of today will be the majority of tomorrow. Speak- 
ing of the right to discuss public questions, President Wilson 
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says, “The whole purpose of democracy is that we may hold 
counsel with one another, so as not to -depend upon the under- 
standing of one man, but to depend upon the counsel of all.” If 
in the exercise of the right to hold and express an opinion, a 
right which I believe to be ours, we offended against the ruling 
powers, like so many of the pioneers of human progress, we will 
pay the price. 

Your honor, I have nothing to retract or regret, I have an 
abiding faith in the ultimate triumph of justice. Our removal 
from public life will not deter the Socialist movement in the least. 
The International Socialist movement has grown thru persecu- 
tion. Jailing its active members only magnifies the class charac- 
ter of capitalist governments. Moreover, by placing us in prison, 
our ideas cannot be padlocked. All during the past centuries, men 
and women with convictions have been hurled into prison, they 
have been hanged and shot, but their ideas lived on and gained 
adherents. And so,-the glaring wrong done in this proceeding, 
the tampering with the jury, the frantic appeal to prejudice by 
the prosecution, will move on our comrades to more persistent 
efforts to hasten the day of social justice. 

There can be no cessation of our activities until earth’s fertile 
resources, the endowment of nature, becomes the common heri- 
tage of all. There will be no peace on earth, there can be none, 
until man’s selfishness is checked by a system of society wherin 
service is rewarded according to its value and wherein no one can 
traffic in another’s labor. That is the worthy object of the 
Socialist Party, and in these history making times, I feel proud 
to be enrolled as one of the soldiers in this army for the com- 
mon good. 

My heart throbs in approving response to the words of 
Lowell when he wrote, 

“They are slaves who will not choose 
Scoffing, hatred and abuse ; 
Rather than in silence shrink 
Prom the truth they needs must think. 
They are slaves who will not be 
In the right with two or three.” 

Your honor, I am now ready to receive your sentence. 



Long Live . Socialism ! 

J. Louis Engdahl, editor of the Socialist Party’s o5cial publications 
during the war, was born at Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 11, 1884, of 
Swedish parents. He received a public school education and attended 
the University of Minnesota. Joined Socialist Party Sept. 12, 1909. 
‘Delegate International Socialist Congress, Copenhagen, Denmark, 1910, 
becoming editor of the Chicago Daily Socialist upon his return to this.’ 
country. Editor of “American Socialist” from time it was started in 
July, 1914, until it was suppressed in September, 1917. Member, Typo- 
graphical Union, since 1914. Candidate for congress, 7th Illinois Dis- 
trict. 1918, while under indictment. He addressed the court before being 
sentenced as follows: 

* * * * 

J. Louis Engdahl’s address to t& Court before 
being sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment: 

Y OUR Honor, this is a new experience which I am undergoing 
to-day. It is an experience new to my- four comrades here 

with me, and to the still youthful Socialist Party of America. 
But the effort put forth in this court room by organized gov- 

ernment, to crush minority opinion thru an attack on individuals, 
is not a novelty in the broader experience of the International 
Socialist Movement, reaching as it does to-day into all the lands 
of the earth. 

Soon it will be a full century during which our Cause has 
fed its best blood and thought to the “political prisons” of a de- 
caying social order. History will remember that Siberia, a goodly 
part of a continent, was the penal colony for those who hoped 
and dared struggle for the new day. 

What is of the past, therefore, for my comrades of Russia, 
and in other lands, now becomes a thing of the present for ad- 
herents of Socialism here in the United States ;-surely a fateful 
moment in the history of the republic. When forward movements 
ascend the altar of persecution their hour of triumph is near. 

I am here, because I was the editor of “The American Social- 
ist”, the official weekly publication of the Socialist Party. 
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When the world war came to America, and the nation was 
swept down into the valley of darkness, ignorance and prejudice ; 
into the blood crimsoned abyss of sorrow and suffering, this 
paper sought, in its way, to continue to carry aloft the torch of 
truth, and light the rugged and sharply ascending way that leads 
towards the high goal of human emancipation. 

The Socialist Party is the political organization of labor- . 
growing and becoming strong with labor’s increasing intelligence. 
Its official publication, therefore, was the spokesman for the 
working class, and as such had the active and enthusiastic support 
of, 100,000 dues paying members of the party, and the sympathy 
and encouragement of l,OOO,OOO Socialist voters in the nation. 

The capitalist daily newspapers only last week confessed that 
the United States now contains 30,000 millionaires, whereas, on 
,the scarlet morning of war in August, 1914, we had but 7,000. 
Before the sun had set upon slaughters unbridled feast, with the 
signing of a truce in November, 1918, we had added 23,000 mil- 
lionaires to the lists of our ri’ch. More than four times as many 
millionaires in, little more than four years. 

Recently in this city, Charles J. Hastings, president of the 
American Public Health Association, told 500 members of that 
organization assembled here, that 3,000,OOO children go hungry 
to school every morning in this, Our bountiful Land. 

This revolting spectacle, the arrogant edifice of great wealth 
reared upon an unstable sub-structure of hunger, broke upon my 
vision in all its varied horror many years ago. My aspirations 
for a better and more perfect civilization then found an abiding 
place in the International Socialist movemept. Up to the present 
hour I have found no reason to waver in my faith. Every passing 
day strengthens my belief that the world’s last slave class, the 
toilers in industry and the tillers of the soil, will soon win their 
long sought liberation thru Socialism. 

My mind could not conceive, during the early months of 1917, 
how a nation where less than one-half of one per cent of the 
people own and control nine-tenths of the wealth, and struggling 
for more, could possibly wage a war “to make the world safe for 
demxracy”. The history of all ages has taught that the one-half 
of one per cent have always, bitterly, with every means at their 
disposal, fought making the nations fit abiding places for the 
ninety-nine and one-half per cent. History will repeat itself and 
show that while the workers of Europe were overthrowing Kings, 
Emperors, Kaisers and Czars, 13 reigning families with an annual 
income ranging from $2,500,000 to $60,000,000 were tightening 



No Man Among Them Kne 

Before passing sentence of 20 years’ 
imprisonment on the five Socialists con- 
victed in Chicago, Judge Kenesaw Moun- 
tain Landis overruled the motion for a 
new trial. This means that he passed on 
everything that took place during the 
trial and upheld the jury’s guilty verdict. 

William F. Kruse, one of the defen- 
$ent$,$s us to look over this jury. 

“Not a ‘man among them knew any- 
thing about Socialism, and those who 
thought they did had it dead wrong. 
Thirty-eight talesmen were examined in 
all, and I kept track of the first 25, after 
which the job was given up as hopeless. 

“The average age was between 45 and 
50. The youngest man was 27, the oldest 
70. Another outstanding fact is the kind 

-of work in which these 25 prospective 
jurors were engaged. There were five 
insurance men out of 25, and of these 
three had real estate offices on the side. 

Ten were farmers, fruit growers, poultry 
men, live stock, etc. Of theseten, three 
were retired from active work, and three 
others owned exceptionally large and 
fertile tracts of Illinois land. Three 
were political job holders, two were small 
painter contractors, two were steel trust 
white collar slaves, one was a newspaper 
owner, one an inventor, one a bank pre- 
sident. Five were shopkeepers, of these 
one was a non-union barber, one a who1 ?- i 
sale shoe merchant who had had trouble 
with the teamsters’ union, one the owner. 
of a restaurant in a small town who de-r’ 
pended on the court house trade, one a 
Scotch harness-shop owner, and ode a 
retired general store keeper. 

“Were there any working men among 
the crowd ? Yes, there was one! He was 
a teamster employed at the Chicago 
Stockvards, educated in the Chicago 
public schools, of American parentage, a 
precinct worker for the democratic par- 
ty, so hard worked that he thought the 



Anything About Socialism 

president made all the laws, but then, 
he had time to read the daily papers only 
once a week. He had never read anything 
about the Scialists, didn’t know what It 
was-surely here was an ideal juror for 
the prosecution. Did they take him ? 
They did not! They used their last 
peremptory challenge on him, probably 
because he had sense enough to belong 
to the teamsters’ union. 

“On the point of nationality, too, some 

x 
interesting discoveries were made. Out 
of the 25 on whom notation was made 

1 11 were found to be of British parentage, 
In other words, the British Empire, 
which furnishes only 10 per cent of the 
foreign born population of Illinois, 
furnished 44 per cent of these prospect- 
ive jurors. There were fewer men 
of American parentage examined among 
these 25 than those of British parentage, 
notwithstanding the fact that 46 per cent 
of the people of Illinois are native born 
of native parents. 

“The examination of the jurors 
brought to light the whole gamut of 
prejudices on which the prosecution must 
have figured in planning the case. All 
were in sympathy with this countr3’s 
entrance into the war, only one express- 
ed himself as opposed to war on princi- 
ple. Two thought there was no difference 
between the anarchist and the Socialist 
and I. W. W., one was violently prejudic- 
ed against the conscientious objectors, 
most of the others had never heard of 
such a person. Only three admitted they 
had ever read a line on Socialism, two 
thought they. had once heard a Socialist 
speech but it made no lmyresslon on 
them. Two had never heard of the es- 
pionage act, three were not at all sure 
that the constitution of our country said 
anything about free speech. Six actually 
said that they thought the minority had 
absolutely no right while the country 
was at war. Out of this aggregation we 

picked our jury.” 



The 20-Year Sentences 
By MORRIS HILLQUIT 

International Secretary, Socialist Party. 

(Written after Sentence Had Been Pronounced.) 

Five officials of the Socialist Party have been sentenced 
to 100 years in prison. 

A carefully picked capitalist jury convicted them under 
a drastic class law promulgated by the capitalist congress 
of America. A vindictive capitalist judge has imposed a 
savage penalty upon them. The convicted men had not 
plotted with the enemy nor betrayed their country. Their 
crime was more capital and deadly. 

They opposed war, the criminal and insane massacre of 
the world’s manhood. \ 

They opposed it with the whole force of their honest 
conviction, with the whole passion of their outraged souls. 
They held the blood guilt of the murderous capitalist sys- 
tern up to its own criminal eyes. They cried out for human . 
reason, for human brotherhood, for the rule of the crucified 
human masses all over the world, and the blind powers of 
capitalism undertook to stifle the voice of revolt, the voice 
of Socialism. 

Twenty years’ imprisonment for opposition to war and 
adherence to International Socialism in these United, States 
of America, when the wax is practically over, when all coun- 
tries of Europe have proclaimed amnesties for their alleged 
anti-war offenders, and when the. majority of Europeans 
live under Socialist governments! And yet Woodrow Wil- 
son, a man most directly responsible for the betrayal of 
American democracy, poses as the world leader of liberalism. 
And yet the Overman committee looks at New York’s East 
Side for the seeds of Bolshevism in America. 

Be of good cheer, my comrades. Your lips have been 
temporarily sealed. But you have spoken. And we will 
speak now and continue to speak until the working class 
of America regains its voice and speaks up as the workers 
of Russia have spoken up, as the workers of Europe are be- 
ginning to speak up. 
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their already powerful grip upon the government and industry of 
. the United States of America. Who is there that dares deny it? 

I have nothing to retract, at this crucial moment in my life. 
No valid argument presents itself why I should change any state- 
ment I have .made, either thru the printed or the spoken word. 
Time will prove the truth of all that appeared in the columns of 
“The American Socialist”. Even America will then gladly accept 
what it now blindly condemns. 

It was a capitalist war. It was born of the imperialistic 
ambitions of money-mad nations in the grip of the profit system. 
No nation can join in the struggle to create a free world until it 
has liberated itself from the social system that breeds both wealth 
and want, war and woe. 

It was with considerable interest that I listened to that part 
of the court’s charge to the jury in which it was pointed out that 
the jury system is the best vehicle for obtaining justice that has 
so far been achieved. This, however, is not a syllable in its favor. 

Thruout the centuries we have always had a passing social 
system sitting in judgment on a new and dawning order of society. 
Yet, in all this passage of time, there has not been conceived a 
system of justice by which an old order can judge a new; with- 
out blindness, prejudice and hostility. The capitalist system has 
shown itself just as blind, prejudiced and hostile as all its .pre- 
decessors. Ancient barbarism was not less brutal in its war of 
self-preservation against the coming of Christianity, than is the 
futile struggle of capitalism against the rapid approach of So- 
cialism. 

As editor of “The American Socialist” and as a member of 
the Socialist Party, I sought to do my part in preparing for and 
hastening the dawn of Socialism-social, industrial and political 
democracy for all’ peoples. I based my right, and the right of 
my comrades, to legally and peacefully struggle toward this end, 
on that part of “The Declaration of Independence-1776” which 
reads : 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are 
created equal; that they are endowed by their creator with cer- 
tain unalienable rights ; that among these are life,. liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure these rights, govern- 
ments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from 
the consent of the governed ; that, whenever any form of gov- 
ernment becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the 
people to alter or abolish it, and to institute a new government, 
laying its foundation on such principles, and organizing its power 
in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their 
safety and happiness”. 
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Another bulwark of this right is to be found in the First 
Article of the Bill of Rights of the National Constitution, which 
reads in part: 

“Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government for a redress of grievances”. 

When our revolutionary forefathers took the power to 
abridge liberty out of the hands of congress, it certainly did not 
lodge that power with courts and juries. To maintain itself in 
power in this country, the profit system, operating thru the 
national government, swept aside the lofty ideals of the Declara- 
tion of Independence, and dethroned the guarantees of the Na- 
tional Constitution. 

For the time being extreme intolerance has usurped the 
places of these ideals and guarantees. This usurpation made 
possible the suppression of Socialist publications, among them 
“The American Socialist”. The inevitable sequel was my indict- 
ment, trial and conviction, with my comrades, as in so many 
other cases, for having sought to enjoy the rights of free men 
while struggling to bring about the third great change in our 
nation’s progress toward higher ideals-its third revolution. 

We, who are before this court to-day for sentence, find com- 
fort in knowing that the crimes charged against us were those 
also visited upon America’s revolutionary fathers of 1’776, who 
dared declare their political independence of England’s king, and 
who had the hardihood to fight for it thru seven bitter years of 
supreme sacrifice. This was the nation’s first revolution and it 
ended victoriously. 

Even as we suffer here, for daring to strike at the chains of 
modern wage slavery, so the abolitionists of a century ago, suf-, 
fered for seeking to end chattel slavery. But the right prevailed, 
altho the land was turned into a charnal house, by the foes of the 
future, for five endless years. The second revolution thus tri- 
umphed and black labor was set free. 

King George the third, of England, clutching his imperial 
throne, could not grant justice to the 13 colonies, demanding 
political liberty. The negro slave holders of the South, and the 
institution for which they stood, could not give just and fair con- 
sideration to the demands of the new order, in which all men, 
black as well as white, should be free. 

And the present capitalist system, now facing the third revo- 
lution in the tireless evolution of our nation’s life, is no more 
capable of honest judgment than Britain’s political despotism or 
the South’s black slavocracy proved to be in their day. So here 
we are. 
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I entertain in my mind no enmity toward mortal man. I bear 
no malice toward court, jury or prosecution. 

But my entire being revolts at a system of justice that 
pledges 12 men to ignorance concerning a philosophy that is now 
determining the destinies of all the peoples upon earth, at the 
same time asking them to sit in impartial judgment upon it. Not 
one among all the men called for jury service in this court pro- 
ceeding had ever made even a fleeting study of Socialism. All 
of them, without exception, had had their every thought and 
viewpoint cast in the moulds determined by the present social 
system. Who can blame them for their stupidity ? Insanity to 
think that the impressions of a lifetime could be. swept away by 
a few days’ conflict of ideas in a court room. 

What can be said of the prosecution! Coercion, intimidation, 
misrepresentation and falsification-all that, and more, is expect- 
ed as a matter of course. Our trial, therefore, was no disappoint- 
ment. No ends were too mean, no act too low, if it only led ta 
a conviction. 

The foul depths to which the servile tools of capitalism can 
descend, aping the antics of their predecessors in all times, were 
revealed in this trial when the prosecution sought to besmirch 
and blacken the world-inspiring record of the Russian Revolu- 
tion by repeating the exploded falsehood that it had been sub- 
sidized by the now obliterated German Imperial Government. 
And German imperialism with its puppet Kaiser, when that lie 
was repeated here in this court room, had already been consigned 
to oblivion fo’r two months, while the irresistible forces of Soviet 
Russia continue to carry the great truths of our Socialist philos- 
ophy to other lands, in order that all may be touched by its upl’ift- 
ing hand. 

Need I, in this fleeting moment plucked from the Ceaseless 
march of time, renew my allegiance, my common brotherhood 
with even the poorest and most lowly of the world’s working 
class. In my mind there is no fear of prison’s horrors. All my 
thoughts are with the toilers everywhere. Wherever they are,- 
in the shops, the factories, on the railroads crossing the land, or 
the ships that sail the seas, down in the mines of coal and metal, 
or out in the open tilling the soil,-1 know that they are thinking 
and pondering the time when they shall all be free-the men, 
the women and the children of to-day’s enslaving industry. 

, 

I am not the enemy of the common soldier. I would only assist 
in the passing of the system that needs and therefore breeds 
soldiers; a social system that during these nearly five years has 
outraged and trampled in the mire every precept of the Christian 
civilization we boast of. 
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1 have committed no crime against the right. Right and 
justice will triumph in time. Already their common standard, 
as our counsel has so ably told in addressing both court and jury, 
floats victoriously over half the white people of the earth. 

The New Day dawns! Its glow sweeps westward and il- 
lumines new lands, awakening the workers of Great Britain, 
France, Italy and the lesser nations. We shall live to see its 
radiant hue span the broad Atlantic and light America from its 
eastern to its western shore. 

As the gates of prison, therefore, with threat and promise, 
slowly creep ajar to receive me and my comrades, I will add my 
voice again to the hundreds of millions of other voices, lifted in 
unison thruout the world in the common cry: 

“LONG LIVE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALISM”. 



The Future Goes to Prison 

WILLIAM F. KRUSE, born 1891, Jersey City, N. J., a sheet-metal 
worker by trade, member A. A. S. M. W., Local 28. Graduate, Rand 
School of Social Science, 1911, Chicago Law School, referred to in speech 
as “across the street,” 1919. Joined Socialist Party in April 1912, 
Y. P. S. L. December of same year. Held many local and state positions 
in both old and young Socialist circles. Since 1915. Director, Young 
People’s Socialist League, member of International Bureau of the Inter- 
national Confederation of Juvenile Socialist organizations. Since 1918 
Editor, The Young Socialist Magazine. 

* * * * 

William F. Kruse’s address to the Court before 
being sentenced to 20 years’ imprironment. 

I F your Honor please, this is the first time I have been before 
the bar of any court. It is a little bit sooner than I expected 
to. With all respect to the surroundings, I should have prefer- 

red to start in on a somewhat smaller scale. 
As has been brought out in the testimony here, I worked 

my way thru school and am about to graduate from law school, 
and had -1 been able to put this thing off a few months more 
I might have appeared here in a different capacity. The reason 
I am here today, the reason I feel I am here today, is not because 
of anything I have ever said or done, but because I am at the 
present time and have been for the last four years at the head 
of the Young Socialist movement of this country, and a member 
of its International Bureau. Whatever I have done, I have done 
in that capacity, and I feel that whatever blame attaches, at- 
taches also in my official capacity. 

I do not want to avoid any individual liability because of car- 
rying out the principles of the movement, because I am proud 
that I, as much as any man and perhaps more, have helped to 
establish the policies of the Young Socialist movement of this 
country. Our principles are well known to all who have given 
attention to this case. We do not retract them ! They are not merely 
confined to this country, but they are the principles of the Young 
Socialists all over the world. 
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Across the street where I have been going to school, we 
learned that the purpose of a speech of this kind is to assign 
reasons why sentence should not be pronounced, and I shall try to 
stick to that purpose. 

In the first place, we believe we are absolutely innocent of 
any commission of crime against the country, or of any ommis- 
sion of duty we owe to the American people. In the second place, 
we feel that any of the usual punishments inflicted in cases of 
this kind would be inexpedient and futile in the case at bar. In 
the third place, we feel our conviction is absolutely unjust and 
unmerited. 

We feel that we are innocent of the charge brought against 
us here, a charge of conspiracy to violate the Espionage Act. We 
have neither violated the Espionage Law nor conspired to do so. 
It is physically and mentally impossible, I think, for five people, 
mentally, thru environment and education, so different as the 
five defendants here, to conspire on any proposition. The only 
reason why a conviction was found was because of our official 
connections, and this goes to prove that it was the Socialist move- 
ment and not these five defendants that was on trial. Every line 
of evidence introduced here indicated clearly that the Socialist 
Party was on trial, and the Socialist Party was found guilty by 
a jury who had absolutely no knowledge of what it stood for and 
had only prejudice where it should have had sympathy and un- 
derstanding. 

The Socialist Party was on trial and as we were its national 
representatives, it is only fair that we, who had enjoyed the bene- 
fits that come to those who are at the head of a great political 
movement, should also stand the blame. 

Have we conspired? We have taken part in our own partic- 
ular line of work, but we disagreed violently on many points 
where we came in contact. 

Have we been guilty of violating the Espionage Law? 
I say no, not merely from the layman’s viewpoint, but from a 
legal viewpoint. We studied, just across the street,‘that the Es- 
pionage Law was never intended as a sedition law; sedition legis- 
lation ended in this country in 1’798, and the only English legis- 
lation on this subject passed was during the reign of George III., 
rather well known to the students of history in America. The 
purpose of that Espionage Law was to punish spying, of course, 
but the way it has worked out in this country has been to increase 
spying to a scale not dreamed of in Czarist Russia. The purpose 
was to prevent people from seducing soldiers from doing their, 
duty. We have never done any such thing, never attempted to 
do any such thing, and we never had any intent of attempting 
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to do any such thing. We have spoken against the war; surely 
we have. We have told the people about the war; surely we have. 
We have spoken about what we considered the dangers to the 
countries in the war and we’told the truth as we saw it. We have 
done nothing to retract from as to that, and we insist that ours 
is not a violation of the Espionage Law. If a country cannot get 
soldiers without lying to them about its war aims, then it does 
not deserve to have soldiers, and there could not be any danger 
in discussing our war aims if they were really, as claimed, to make 
the world safe for democracy. 

There was a great deal of abolition agitation before ‘and 
during the Civil War and the reactionaries in the North claimed 
that the abolitionists were hampering the Government and that 
they produced the war. They no more produced the Civil War 
than the Socialists have produced this war, and it was only after 
the abolitionists had forced thru the Emancipation Proclamation 
that the war took on a spiritual significance that it never had 
before, and the people of the North really gave their hearts and 
souls in support of it. 

We insisted that this was an imperialistic war. ‘Imperialistic’ 
is only an adjective, it simply describes a certain condition of 
affairs. We do not maintain that anything is desirable or not 
desirable simply for the reason that it is imperialistic. It is 
simply descriptive. There were plenty of people who believed in 
an imperialistic war. We did not. We beheved that the working 
class should not support an imperialistic war. If the workers 
had known that this was an imperialistic war, then very likely it 
would have assumed a higher spiritual basis, the war aims would 
have been changed, and the world would have enriched thereby. 

In a recent report of the Attorney General, on the interpreta- 
tion of the Espionage Law he says that about the only cases 
which have been brought under the Espionage Law have been 
sedition cases. In spite of that fact, I do not believe the law was 
ever intended to make the utterance of words, as such, a crime. 
Altho this law was applied to sedition cases, I insist that the 
mere existence of the crime of sedition gives the lie-of our pre- 
tences of democracy. Sedition legislation is itself a crime against 
any country that claims to be a democracy. 

It is only thru the freest discussion, thru the speaking and 
thinking about things, it is only in that way that the people can 
give voice to their thoughts, and if people are to be free, it means 
that they must have free speech and a free press, that people 
must be allowed to think, whether those thoughts agree with 
those in power or not. 
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You know the Socialist party all over the world is opposed 
to war and I maintain, passing on to the next point, not only 
have we not been guilty of committing any crime against the 
United States, but we have not been guilty of evading any duty 
that we owed the country and its people. Our duty was to main- 
tain as we saw it, the best interests of our country. 

.I made a statement that may sound rather strange, that the 
Socialists, in taking the position they did, actually furthered the 
ends to which this country ostensibly was later committed in the 
war. That seems to be almost a contradiction in itself, that 
people can oppose war, and still be helping the purpose for which 
it was supposed to be waged. Nevertheless, our stand at St. Louis 
had just exactly that effect. There were four Socialist parties in 
the world that stood absolutely, uncompromisingly and almost 
unanimously true to their own prmciples. These four parties were 
those of the United States, of Russia, of Italy, and of Serbia. It 
has already been mentioned here that the Italian stand prevented 
their country from going into the war on the side of the Central 
Empires in 1914. 

How, then, did our stand affect the ultimate purpose of the war, 
the destruction of militarism? Simply in this, that the Russian re- 
volution was furthered very materially by thousands of Russian- 
American Socialists, who went back to their former native land, 
taking with them the news of our stand ; and it heartened those 
people to know that they were not alone in standing true to the 
principles which in peace times they espoused. 

As the result of the Russian stand, a ferment. was raised in 
Germany that repudiated the Social-Chauvinist stand that the 
majority Socialists had taken, this ferment caused the upheaval 
that shortened the war by at least six months, for you will per- 
haps remember that just prior to the signing of the armistice our 
own military masters had said that it would take at least six 
months to reach the Rhine. And here, in the space of a few 
days, thanks to the revolution at home brought on by social agita- 
tion, thousands if not millions of American lives were saved, and 
the war was shortened at least that much. 

So I maintain that in the taking of our stand, and the dis- 
tribution of our anti-war literature, we have each of us, according 
to our lights, contributed to the end we had in mind, and the 
goal that we had in mind, namely, the ending and crushing of 
militarism, not only in Germay, but in other countries, because 
the breakdown of German militarism would at least tend to make 
militarism in other countries less justifiable. 

I have said that punishment in our case, in the usual sense, 
would be inexpedient and futile. I say that advisedly. Punish- 
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ment is punishment only when the mental attitude of the man on 
trial accepts it as punishment. I do not think that the defendants 
here consider themselves really personally involved. I know that 

- I do not. It is merely as the representative of a movement, that 
I appear here and the punishment is vicarious rather than per- 
sonal. The absolute futility of this form of punishment was 
shown recently at Leavenworth by the flouting of the most ter- 
rible form of punishment known in any prison,-that of solitary 
confinement. There were Christian Socialists there, and eco- 
nomic Christians. I mean, there were Quakers, and Mennonites 
there, who were really Socialists at heart, and there were So- 
cialists there who were really Christians in the economic field. 
These two classes of people, with very divergent viewpoints, were 
both sent to solitary confinement at the same time. They both 
reacted in the same way, and the terror of solitary confinement, 
itself the most terrible form of punishment known, was absolutely 
broken by the stand that they were able to take. They simply 
could not be punished that way. Their souls were not made of 
the stuff that gives in to that kind of incarceration; and as the 
result, it seems that important prison reforms are to be effected 
in this country in the near future. 

The other theory of punishment, aside from the suffering 
of the individual, is that it is to reform him. I maintain, your 
Honor, that no such effect will follow in our case. What would 
we be reformed for? For being agitators? Perhaps that would 
be the theory that we might go on, but I assure you that it 
?vould not follow, because practically every Palace of Incarcera- 
tion in this country today is filled to the brim with agitators. 
It would avail you but little to put us in closest possible com- 
munity with a group of the best agitators in the world, of whom 
I believe this court has furnished its full quota. In Leavenworth 
today there are 25 school teachers. Of those 25, 13 are radicals: 
Socialists, and industrial unionists. It may seem strange that 
they should put the teaching of the people in the hands of these 
folks, but the fact remains that about the only people of suffi- 
cient intelligence to teach school nowadays that are sent to jail, 
are the radicals. Close association there would hardly have the 
effect of dissuading us from agitation. 

Furthermore, in a country such as ours, agitation is neces- 
sary. Yes, sir, it is indispensible. It is only thru agitation that 
changes come about. It was only thru agitation that our country 
achieved political freedom. It was only thru countless agitators 
and ceaseless agitation for years and years that the menace and 
curse of black slavery was taken from us. It was only thru 
agitation, too, that the people of Russia overthrow their political 
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autocracy ; a,nd then established, not merely a political democ- 
racy, but an industrial democracy. It was only thru agitation 
that militarism was brought to an end, as far as it has been 
brought to an end. It wa,s only due to agitation that the Rus- 
sians were enabled to make what I consider to be the biggest 
step forward since our own Declaration of Independence was 
signed on July 4th, 1’776. We are not ashamed of being agitators. 
This country should encourage agitation. 

The charge that is leveled against us is something like 
the charge that was leveled against Socrates in old Greece. Time 
after time the district attorney said here, “Why, they tried to get 
these young people on their side. They are corrupting the minds 
of the young people.” They referred to my organization, the 
Young Peoples’ Socialist League-thousands of whom were in 
the ranks of the army and navy, and hundreds of whom were in 
the jails of this country, each struggling, as they saw it, for what 
they thought was right, each of these boys and girls struggling, 
as they saw it, in the interests of democracy in this country and 
the world-as “This nest of seditionists.” 

I have paid my respects to the existence of the crime of 
sedition in any democracy. “This aggregation of young trai- 
tors”, is what they called us. Our crime is that of “corrupting 
the youth” by teaching them the truth as we saw it. That was 
the crime for which Socrates was condemned in Greece, that was 
the crime for which he was punished by being forced to drink 
the hemlock. That was the crime, and as soon as it became a 
crime in free Greece to teach the young people to examine the 
premises that the old folk imposed upon them, just so soon the 
liberty of Greece died, and the slavery of Greece began, and just 
so soon the glory of Greece was swept from the pages of history, 
and its decadence ensued. 

We maintain that agitation is necessary. Some of the noblest 
names on the pages of history have been those of agitators. 
Nothing should be held against people because they are agitators. 
That, really is our sole and only crime in this case, we are agi- 
tators. It will not deter us, it will not reform us of this to put 
us in prison. 

There is still another theory. If we are really the represent- 
atives of a movement here, if we are really to be punished as the 
representatives of a movement here, then perhaps the theory is 
that by the incarceration of the leaders, or rather, the servants 
of that movement, you will either reform, or you will deter by 
this exemplary form of punishment, the movement from the 
steps that it has taken. To take any such attitude as that, your 
Honor, is to absolutely underestimate the power of the social 
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forces which have created our movement, and it is also absolutely 
to under-value the moral integrity with whiCh our movement is 
permeated. Our boys and girls, our young members, got on the 
witness stand. Your Honor has seen many witnesses in his day. 
I do not think he has ever seen more fearless, more sincere, more 
devoted young people than were seen here. I say without boast- 
ing at all, that if this is the result of membership in the Young 
Peoples’ Socialist League, I am decidedly proud of my handiwork. 

It will not have the effect of deterring us, it will not have the 
effect of reforming us. It will only have the effect of embittering 
our young comrades, and of turning them to iron and to steel. 
It will only have the effect of tempering their keenness. It will 
not deter them. It will not even char them, this fire of adversity. 

Now, let me make my last point, and I am thru. I said that 
this verdict was absolutely unjust. I mean it. I do not mean 
that all the formalities of the law were not observed here, because 
they were,-yes, scrupulously observed, but I insist that in our 
conviction from start to finish, our trial from start to finish, was 
unjust. 

It is hard to find an acceptable definition of justice. One 
thing is sure, however, and that is that its essential feature is 
equality ; that at the start of a legal battle like this, both sides 
of the table should start on an absolutely equal footing. This 
was not the case in our trial. Nay, more that that. The two 
sides of this table here absolutely spoke foreign languages with 
regard to one another, aad the jury that sat in that jury box 
understood only one of those languages, the tongue of the prosecu-. 
tor. 

This thing that is enacted in this court room today is not 
new in the history of the world. It is as old as‘the ages. Time 
after time the Present has attempted to judge the Future by the 
view of the law that was made in the Past; for after all, as we 
have learned across the street here, the law follows civilization, 
civilization does not follow the law. We were judged here as 
disciples of the Future. We have looked forward. The Present 
here,-that part of the Present, at least, that was prosecuting us, 
and that convicted us-only looked backward. The jury was 
made up-1 might say a great deal there,-whether accidentally 
or otherwise I do not know, of people whose inclinations all looked 
backward, always backward. I feel, your Honor, that it was ab- 
solutely unjust that such a state of affairs should have existed. 
The very lea,st that could have been done to assure us a fair 
trial would have been to take the twelve most progressive people 
in the United States as our jurors. They at least might have un- 
derstood what this case was about. Here we were handicapped. 



- -  32 _I 

We were speaking t.wo different and distinct languages. The jury 
understood the language of the Past. We tried in a period -of five 
weeks to teach the jury the language of the Future. We did not 
defend the specific acts charged against us. We tried to show 
the viewpoint, and the necessity of the viewpoint that urged us 
forward. But this was not time enough. We did not succeed in 
even teaching one of those jurors of the past what the message 
of the future’ really meant to us. They did not understand us. 
That is why the verdict was brought in. It was unfair to begin 

\ on any such state of affairs. It was unjust. .The Past cannot 
do justice to the Future. 

That is not the first time that the disciples of the future 
have been condemned. It will not be the last, I am sorry to say. 
Time after time judges have sentenced people who were guilty 
very much as we are guilty. History records those cases, yes, 
but the names of the defendants are remembered long after those 
of judges and persecutors have been forgotten. This is 
one of those cases. We feel that we have fought for American 
liberty. We feel that we have fought for the things that all 
Americans should hold dear. We have no consciousness of doing 
any wrong. We have done no wrong. We have stood on main- 
taining what we thought were our rights. We have spoken the 
things which we had in our hearts and minds to speak, which we 
thought it was essential that the American people should hear. 
Only once before, in the history of our country, have there been 
such convictions as this, and that was under the Sedition Legis- 
lation of 1798. The people repudiated them shortly after, and 
Congress, by special acts, special laws, pardoned and restored to 
citizenship, yes, refunded the fines and commuted the prison sen- 
tences of every single one of the men convicted under the law. 
We have equal confidence in the intelligence of the future. 

The Past will have its day. The Past reaches out even into 
the Present and dictates the verdicts of the people of the Pres- 
ent. The Future must go on its way to prison, I suppose. But 
sooner or later, after a short period of dark, reactionary night 
sets in, sooner or later the sun rises again, sooner or later there is 
the glow of the new dawn after the long black night. That new 
dawn, tho. is the dawn, not of Today, not of Yesterday. That new 
dawn is our dawn, the dawn of Tomorrow. 

We have the confidence of our convictions, your Honor. We 
believe in the dawn of our tomorrw. We are not afraid. We do 
what we think is right. We would be cowards if we did differ- 
ently. 

So, confident that the dawn will free us, confident that the 
dawn will burst asunder the prisons in which the disciples of 
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Tomorrow are kept, just as dawn has broken every single prison 
in which the disciples of Yesterday’s Tomorrows were kept, we turn 
our faces toward the future. We are asking for no mercy, all 
we ask is justice, so far as it is in the power of the Present to 
do justice to the Future. It is only by looking forward and never 
backward, that we can progress. It is only by going forward, 
and never backward, that humanity can get ahead. We are the 
disciples of the Future. 

We have no regret for what we have done. Already daily 
history brings out the truth of our every assertion. Already 
daily history proves that in many cases we were right, and the 
majority was wrong. We will leave the rest of the verdict to 
history. This case is only an incident in the long struggle for 
progress. We are just little specks in that struggle. We do not 
amount to much. Each of us has personal considerations, of 
course, to take into account ; each of us has his personal affairs ; 
each of us, perhaps, faces the blasting and blighting of the work 
of his lifetime. But we do not consider those things, because 
we are not on trial here as individuals. We are the representatives 
of a world-wide political movement, the movement of tomorrow, 
we are going to succeed, tomorrow, and we trust that we will be 
more tolerant, more charitable, and more just when our day comes, 
than the day that has judged us so harshly in this courtroom. 

I am prepared to receive your sentence. . 



Sought Peaceful Change 

Irwin St. John Tucker was born in Mobile, Ala., Jan. 10, 1886. His 
father, Rev. Gardner C. Tuck.er, was and is rector of St. John’s Church 
in that city. After graduating from the public high school in Mobile, 
Tucker became a newspaper man in New Orleans, and worked on various 
papers in Texas, in St. Louis, and in Chicago. In 1309 he entered the 
General Theological Seminary in New York City to prepare for the 
ministry of the Episcopal Church. After ordination in 1912, he became 
assistant at St. Mark’s’ Church, New York City, where he established 
“The Socialist Pulpit,” a Sunday night forum. In 1914 he came to Chicago 
as associate editor of the Christian Socialist, where he remained until 
1916, becoming organizer of the Intercollegiate Socialist Society and later 
Literature Director of the National Office, Socialist Party. He is now 
educational director of the Workers’ Institute, a working class college, 
at 1006 South Ashland Boulevard, Chicago. He addressed the court as 
follows : 

* * * * 

Irwin St; John Tucker’s address to the court be- 
fore being sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment: 

I WOULD like to give your Honor, not some reasons why we 
should not be sentenced, but some reasons why we should. 

In the same week that I was ordained as a minister of the 
Christian church, I joined the Socialist Party, and in every church 
in which I served or spoke, upon the place of highest honor, there 
was the symbol of the gibbet upon which they killed a man who 
was tried and convicted on exactly the same indictment as that 
which is leveled against us. 

I will recall to you, sir, the charge on which Joshua Davidson, 
better known as Jesus of Nazareth, was brought before the Fed- 
eral Court of Pontius Pilate. 

“We find that this man,” said the accusers, “is stirring up the 
people, and forbidding them to render tribute unto Caesar.” The 
actual translation of that word, which is not the word “Kensos”, 
meaning a money tribute, but “phoros” meaning a tribute of men, 
is, “We find this man interfering with the draft.” 

Whether it be the money tribute which was intended for war 
purpose, or the tribute of life which was intended also for war 
purposes, Jesus of Nazareth was tried, or at least was brought into 
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the .Federal Court of Jerusalem, presided over by his honor Pon- 
tius Pilate, on the charge of interfering with the draft. 

Now, the federal judge was unwilling to try that case, and 
himself suggested a change of venue. The state court, presided 
over by Ring Herod, found it had no jurisdiction, and sent him 
back to Pilate. Pilate tried to dismiss the charge, saying “I find 
no fault in this man,” but they who brought the indictment said 
in effect, “He is not interfering, perhaps, with the Roman draft, 
but he is interfering with our graft,” because the chief priests 
who insisted upon the trial were those whom Jesus had driven 
out of the temple with his scourge, on the charge of coining the 
religion of the people into private profit. Not interference with the 
draft, but interference with the graft, was the charge on which 
Jesus of Nazareth was convicted and put to death. And every 
church which has taken His name since that time has made as 
the essential part of its belief, “If He was guilty, we are guilty, 
too.” 

Now, I have no feeling personally of any hostility or resent- 
ment or enmity against the prosecution or the jury or the court. 
There has been played in this court room a drama rather tremen- 
dous in its implication, and today the climax of the drama is 
reached, when the Government performs the act which any school 
boy who studied physics would know to be productive of disaster, 
of screwing down the safety valve of a boiler which is boiling and 
bubbling under a full head of steam. We tried to avert an ex- 
plosion by keeping open the safety valve of free expression of 
opinion. We have sought to avert any violence that will come,, 
once the peaceful avenue ‘of change is no longer left open. 

Frankly, sir, I lost interest in this trial about the second 
day. No good sportsman likes to play a game with a cold deck, 
or with loaded dice, or against opponents who, if they know, do 
not care for or observe the rules of the game. In order to while 
away the time while the lawyers were arguing, I amused myself 
completing a poem which I began twenty years ago, which I have 
printed here, but which I will not read to you, sir, because it is 
about a thousand lines long, and if I were to try and read it, I pre- 
sume you would invoke your constitutional privilege of immunity 
from cruel and unusual punishment. I will take the liberty of pre- 
senting it to you. I would like to tell you how and why the thing 
was written. And when I say that I began it twenty years ago, 
I hope that the term of years bears no suggestion to your judicial 
mind. I began at the time this country entered into world-politics 
with the Spanish-American war, and I thought that the United 
States was the Messiah among nations that was going to lead us 
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into the new day of liberty and freedom. I was a boy of twelve 
years of age, and I had great ideals in regard to our country. Since 
that time I have gone as a newspaper man through a great many 
strikes. I was in more or less close touch with the Paterson 
strike ; quite intimately in connection with the Little Falls strike. 
I knew the people in the West Virginia strike ; and I have spoken 
with the survivors of the massacre at Ludlow. I saw how our 
country administered the law. But I had hopes, and when we be- 
gan in the great war, I still had hopes that out of it we might 
come a renewed and renovated land. The first act of that war, 
however, was to repeat the step that was taken in the great re- 
public which preceded us, the republic of Rome. Your Honor 
doubtless knows the steps whereby that Roman republic became 
the Roman Empire. The empire bore all the insignia of the re- 
public. “Senatus populusque Romanus,” was the motto of all the 
emperors. The thing that marked the change was the concentration 
of power in the hands of one man. Augustus Caesar used to boast 
that he never held any office inconsistent with a republican form 
of government, which is true. The only difficulty was that he held 
them all at once, and those which he did not hold himself he 
gave to his son-in-law. An empire simply means that one man has 
the right to make war and to make peace, and that the senate has 
not the right to discuss it, except when he tells them they may ; 
that the senate may say nothing except what he, the dictator, 
tells them to say. That stage I say we have reached. We have 
an emperor. Yet the government of the country during these 
past four years, while the President was busy regulating the 
affairs of the universe at large, has been in the hands of two 
men, concerning whom I do not know your Honor’s opinion, but 
I do know mine, and that is that no more degraded or disreput- 
able representatives of a corrupt land-holding oligarchy were ever 
placed in power, than the attorney general and the postmaster 
general of the ‘United States, who are in effect joint consuls of the 
empire. It is because we protested against the graft, not against 
the draft, that we stand here, sir, today. Now, the war is over. 
That is to say, one war is over. We have a new holy Alliance, 
the League of Nations, which has been proposed, that is very much 
of a replica of that Roman Imperial Alliance in which the grafters 
in each of the several nations united to keep down any attempt 
of insurrection in any of the provinces, where the people might 
seek to regain power. 

Soldiers, however, who went over, are coming back. They 
are coming back after some months of intensified training in the 
art of shooting. They are coming back to a country unprepared to 
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receive them. They are coming back instructed in the arts of 
violence, and in the righteousness of violence. Against that 
theory we have protested. We have sought to avert the sowing of 
the wind, which is now about to produce the whirlwind. Under 
the emperors of Rome, Nero, Decius, Valerian and Diocletian, 
attempts were made to strangle and to suppress that rising inter- 
national movement of the working class of the world which later 
became the Christian Church, and was later imperialized out of all 
resemblance to the international organization of which Joshua 
Davidson was the founder. The emperors, however, found that 
every attempt to stamp out by terror, by fear, by the sword and 
by the lions this movement, simply succeeded in fanning the flame, 
and in very truth it was that the blood of the saints was the seed 
of the Church, and that every time a group of agitators was con- 
victed in the federal courts of Rome, and sent to what corres- 
ponded to Fort Leavenworth in the Roman Empire, a fresh acces- 
sion of membership to the persecuted organization was the result. 
As, therefore, a means of intensifying a successful propaganda for 
the Socialist party, we shall be glad to take our places with that 
company. 

We only regret, sir, that we have not succeeded in keeping 
open the avenues -of a peaceful change. If the insurrection that 
seems bound to come does occur, the blood of the slain is not on 
our heads. 

And, by the living God that made me, I would rather stand, 
Sir, on this side of the bar, together with the white heart of Jesus 
Christ, than on your side of the bar, in company with the bloody 
hands of Pontius Pilate. 
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THE STRUGGLE 
-FOR THE RIGHT 

The National Socialist Party, thru its legal counsel, has de- 
fended eight conspiracy cases involving the liberty of about 30 de- 
fendants. The verdicts rendered in six of these cases were “Not 
Guilty.” 

In one case, generally known as “The Masses Case”, two trials 
resulted in disagreements, and the case has since been stricken from 
the docket and dismissed. 

There were two convictions, one in West Virginia against Firth, 
Green, Tobias and Howes, sentenced to six months confinement in the 
Cable County (Huntington, W. V.) jail; and the conviction in Chicago 
against Berger, Germer, Engdahl, Tucker and Kruse. 

The Chicago conviction has been appealed to the United States 
Circuit of Appeals, and the record is now being prepared. Because 
of the long trial, resulting in a record of 4,000 pages, this is the most 
expensive case which we have pending. The defendants were each 
sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment. They were released on bonds. 

The National Socialist Party has also directly participated in 
the defense of about 18 cases brought against comrades charged with 
violating the Espionage Act. 

Out of these 18 cases there has been an acquittal or a verdict 
directed in favor of the defendants in better than two out of three. 

J. 0. Bentall was convicted in Minneapolis, Minn., and sentenced 
to five years. His case is pending on appeal to the Circuit Court of 
Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. 

Rose Pastor Stokes was convicted at Kansas City and was sen- 
tenced to 10 years. Her case stands on appeal to the Circuit Court 
of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. 

Abraham I. Sugarman was convicted at Minneapolis, Minn., and 
his case was appealed to the U. S. Supreme Court and dismissed for 
want of jurisdiction. 

Kate Richards O’Hare was tried in Bismarck, N. D. She was found 
guilty and sentenced to five years imprisonment. The case was ap- 
pealed to the Circuit Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit and 
affirmed. A petition was then filed with the U. S. Supreme Court ask- 
ing it to review the case. This has been done and a mandate has been 
issued directing the marshal1 to take her in custody and put her be- 
hind the bars of the state pirson at Jefferson City, MO. 

The National Socialist Party has also assisted financially in pay- 
ing tie expenses, stenographer’s fees, etc., for a large number of 
cases thruout the country. 

There are about seven cases all told pending, which may or may 
not be called for trial. There are several indictments against Victor 
L. Berger, Oscar Ameringer, Edmund T. Melms, Louis A. Arnold, 
Leo Krzyski, and the Milwaukee Leader, in Wisconsin; cases against 
Burleson and Morton in Arizona; and John La Duca, secretary of the 
Italian Socialist Federation,. and others for conspiracy in Chicago. 

The three cases which it is important to call to the attention of 
the public are against Eugene V. Debs, Berger, Germer, Engdahl, 
Kruse and Tucker, and Kate Richards O’Hare. 



YOU CAN HELP’ 

And now there arises in your mind these thoughts- 

What about the expenses which will have to be incurred 
in appealing these cases ? 

What about the families of these five Socialists? 

What about prison comforts, shouId they eventually 
have to begin serving their twenty-year sentences? 

What about finances necessary to give these cases and 
all others such publicity as will eventually result in the 
release of all political prisoners? 

THESE ARE THE THOUGHTS THAT ARISE IN 
YOUR MIND. 

These are the thoughts and questions which you, we 
are sure, will give conscientious consideration, 

AND YOUR ANSWER? 

How many dollars did you say ? 
._ 

All right-THANK YOU! 

Make remittance to 

Department of Defense 

. 

National Office, Socialist Party 
220 So. Ashland Blvd., Chicago, III, 



‘_ 

Workem qf the World, Unite! 
,Ysu have nothing to lose but your chains, 

.. You have a wor{d to gain. 
.I 

‘ :, : 


