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THE STORY 

Socialist Publishing 
House 

THE RECENT GROWTH OF 
SOCIALISM. 

One of the wonders of the modern 
world is the growth of the Socialist 
party and the still greater increase in 
Socialist sentiment. The party is now 
regarded as a serious factor in the po- 
litical life of the United States where 
a few years ago its importance was 
regarded as negligible and its activities 
thought futile. In 1909 Socialists 
themselves took some pride in the fact 
that their party had a membership 
42,990 strong. In another year and a 
half announcement was made that the 
party membership was now 75,000. 
Editorials began to appear in the con- 
servative newspapers of the country 
under the heading, “The Socialist Men- 
ace,” and even the more zealous of the 
party workers scarcely thought that 
this rate of increase would endure 
much longer. And yet by the middle 
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of the summer of 1912 the Socialist 
party numbered nearly 125,000 dues- 
paying members. 

Meantime the general interest in 
the subject of Socialism has grown un- 
til nowadays it is no longer a matter 
of surprise to hear it discussed on the 
street corner and around the dinner 
table ; the Socialist speaker is now lis- 
tened to eagerly where he was for- 
merly hooted and stoned ; and the liter- 
ature of Socialism is now gladly ac- 
cepted and read by all grades and vari- 
eties of people. The wage-worker is 
ready to hear what Socialism will do 
for him ; the capitalist is anxious to 
learn what it may do to him. The 
Socialist vote is now six times as great 
as it was ten years ago. 

The Socialist movement in America 
has not merely sprung out of the 
clouds ; nor has it been a mushroom 
growth likely to die down like a sud- 
den fever. Rooted in an economic 
need, it has been built up and streng- 
thened by the ceaseless work and agi- 
tation of thousands of earnest men and 
women who believe in their cause and 
never tire of advocating it. By per- 
sonal conversation, by public meetings 
in and outdoors, by the publishing of 
newspapers and magazines; by the 
circulation and distribution of millions 
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of leaflets, pamphlets and books they 
have kept it alive and growing. The 
movement, then, has been built up by 

PROPAGANDA. 
By this we mean the spread of the 

knowledge of Socialism, its principles 
and its aims. Picture to yourself a 
man talking from a soap-box on a 
street corner. When he has attracted 
and held a crowd for a while by his 
oral exposition of Socialism he holds 
up a book or pamphlet whose title and 
contents he explains to his auditors. 
Quickly his comrades then circulate 
among the throng and offer each mem- 
ber a copy at a nominal price. 

Or imagine a Socialist talking to a 
friend. He first tries to convince or 
persuade the friend by conversation 
or argument and then hands him a 
book which he advises that the friend 
read and reflect over at his leisure. 

These are sufficient to illustrate the 
point that the printed word is the 
main reliance of Socialist propaganda. 

One may walk away from an argu- 
ment, refuse to recognize logic, or in 
the course of time forget the most bril- 
liant oratory, but the printed book will 
wait till a man is ready to read it and 

’ its message must be faced. Its state- 
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ments and arguments can be gone over 
and over again until their meaning be- 
comes clear. And Socialist literature 
has this advantage: It is usually sold, 
not given away, and when a man has 
once bought a book he will generally 
read with some attention, out of a na- 
tural, human desire to “get his money’s 
worth.” But the work of Socialists 
does not end when they have won a 
man’s vote or brought him into the 
party. The Socialist movement must 
be incessantly strengthened by 

EDUCATION. 

Socialism is first of all an economic 
movement and to be a useful Socialist 
one must acquaint himself with work- 
ing class economics, and the more 
knowledge he has of science and his- 
tory the better. To obtain this know- 
ledge he must read and study. As 
fully as he recognizes the evils of the 
present system he must understand 
how they arose and how they must be 
cured. Not less important than mak- 
ing a man a Socialist is making him 
a sound one, and to become that he 
must have access to sound literature. 
It is necessary, too that this literature 
be varied so as to suit all tastes and 
types of mind and that it be low in 
price in order to fit the pocketbook of 
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the wage-earner. It was in response 
to these two great needs of the right 
Socialist literature for propaganda and 
education that there grew up 

The Socialiet Publishing House 
of 

Charles H. Kerr & Company 

This house is no new experiment. 
It was established here in Chicago in 
1886, long before Socialism had taken 
any definite hold on the working class 
of America. Its early publications 
were in the line of “a religion that is 
rational and a rationalism that is re- 
ligious.” As early as 1891, however, 
Charles H. Kerr, who has been the 
manager of the publishing house from 
the beginning, awoke to the fact that 
the vital question to be fought out is 
not theological but economic. So from 
1891 to 1898 most of the publications of 
this house were in line with the “Popu- 
list” revolt against the on-coming of 
the greater capitalism. In 1898 we es- 
tablished fraternal relations with the 
“Social Democracy,“, of which Eugene 
V. Debs was a director, and since that 
time our publishing house has been ac- 
tively although unofficially identified 
with the Socialist movement of the 
United States. In 1893 the publishing 
house was incorporated without change 
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of name, and in 1898 it was placed on 
a co-operative basis, each purchaser of 
a $10.00 share being given the right 
to buy the company’s books at cost. 

In 1899, with the money realized 
from the sale of the first few shares 
of stock, we brought out the first com- 
plete American edition of Engels’ SO- 
cialism, Utopian and Scientific, and 
from that time on, as fast as our al- 
ways scanty resources made possible, 
we have been bringing the Socialist 
classics of Europe and the clearest 
writings of American Socialists within 
reach of the wage-workers of the 
United States. 

No other Socialist publishing house 
in the world has a list of books that 
compares with ours. 

The American movement will al- 
ways owe a debt of gratitude to Com- 
rade Eugene Dietzgen, now a resident 
of Germany, for his gift of the transla- 
tions and electrotype plates of his fa- 
ther’s two volumes “Philosophical Es- 
says” and “The Positive Outcome of 
Philosophy” and of the second and 
third volumes of Marx’s “Capital.” 
This was a free contribution to our 
work, and with this single exception, 
practically every book on our list has 
been paid for by the gradual subscrip- 
tions of single ten-dollar shares by the 
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sOCiali8t8 of the EngIieh - epeaking 

world. 

Our annual sales of literature in- 
creased from less than $10,996 in 1899 
to more than $60,690 in 1911. 

BOOK DEPARTMENT. 
Beginning with a few and not al- 

ways closely related volumes, we have 
added little by little to our list until 
now it includes more than 175 different 
books, booklets, pamphlets, leaflets and 
other printed matter, all bearing on 
or related to the subject of Socialism 
and the coming revolution. One by 
one the classics of European Socialism 
have been imported, re-translated and 
revised when necessary, and pubhshed 
in handsomely printed and substan- 
tially bound volumes. Whenever pos- 
sible we have obtained fresh transla- 
tions by American Socialists, so that 
the works of foreign writers might be 
made perfectly plain to American read- 
ers and given a touch of “homeiness.” 
For example, take the case of that 
splendid work, “Socialism, Its Growth 
and Outcome,” written by the poet and 
agitator, William Morris, and the bril- 
liant essayist, Belfort Bax. Up to a 
few years ago it cost $1.25 and had to 
be ordered from England with conse- 
quent delay and liability of loss in the 
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mails. We now publish it in a sub- 
stantial, cloth bound, well printed vol- 
ume at 50 cents retail, and stockholders 
buy it at 25 cents. Marx’s “Capital* 
likewise could be had only in an im- 
ported and faulty edition till this house 
put it out in three magnificent volumes 
translated by an American Socialist. 
Again, there is Karl Kautsky’s famous 
book, “The Class Struggle.” The for- 
mer translation of it was rough, in- 
volved, and harsh to American ears. 
We had it translated by a Socialist 
teacher in a leading American college 
who put it into clear, crisp English. 
Notwithstanding its size, we sell it in 
a paper cover at only 25 cents retail, 
and stockholders secure it for half that. 

Meantime, we have obtained the very 
cream of the output of American So- 
cialist writers and students. It has 
been our endeavor to stimulate and 
encourage in every way possible the 
building up of a real American library 
of Socialism. The result achieved has 
been the astonishment of the inter- 
national movement. For instance, it 
has been a matter of pride to us that 
we have been able to publish the in- 
calculably valuable writings of 
G u s t a v u s M y e r s . Only recently 
Kautsky, the German philosopher of 
Socialism, wrote to him: 
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“I am sure your ‘History of the Supreme 
Court of the United States’ will be of the 
same rank, value and importance as your 
splendid book on ‘The History of the Great 
American Fortunes.’ IT IS QUITE 
ASTONISHING HOti *THE SOCIAL- 
IST LITERATURE IN AMERICA 
GROWS. IT IS MUCH MORE IMPORT- 
ANT TODAY THAN THAT OF 
FRANCE OR ENGLAND. The move- 
ment is somewhat drastic from the theo- 
retical point of view, but works like yours 
will help very much to make it in the same 
degree more scientific and clear as it be- 
comes more powerful.” 

Small as has been our equipment and 
limited as our resources have been, our 
output has been steady and uninter- 
rupted, and in the years since we be- 
gan business has amounted to millions 
and millions of pieces of Socialist litera- 
ture. The total amount would make 
interesting information but would be 
too costly to calculate. The United 
States have literally been flooded with 
literature from the house of Charles 
H. Kerr & Company. At first our 
business was confined almost exclu- 
sively to this country, but in recent 
years our sales in Canada, Mexico and 
England have been steadiy increasing. 
London used to be the center for So- 
cialist literature but now London or- 
ders from Chicago. A surprisingly 
large trade has also been built up with 
the comrades in Australia and New 
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Zealand, with South Africa coming up 
strong. The influence that this flood 
of literature has had on the working 
class movement of the world is incal- 
culable. It is too early as yet to esti- 
mate its effects but when the silent 
social forces now gathering beneath 
an apparently calm surface begin to 
manifest themselves, the educational 
work that the Socialists of this country 
have performed through the medium 
of this publishing house will be plainly 
evident. Workingmen and women will 
know what to do and how to do it 
because they have read and pondered. 
Showing the remarkable demand for 
Socialist literature in recent years, in 
1901 our receipts for books were 
$7,982.56. In 1907 they had grown to 
S22J74.31. In 1911 we distributed ex- 
actly $39,463.44 worth of Socialist lit- 
erature-practically a five-fold increase 
in ten years. 

MAGAZINE DEPARTMENT. 
Besides the best Socialist books, we 

also publish the International Socialist 
Review, a monthly illustrated maga- 
zine whose growth has been without 
a parallel in the international Socialist 
movement, so far as we know. First 
issued in 1901, its circulation persisted 
in remaining around 3,000 for several 
years, and, though regarded as a use- 
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ful publication, it was published at a 
constant loss and continued to be a 
heavy drain on the book business. This 
was no doubt due to the fact that its 
contents were calculated to appeal 
more to college professors than to the 
working people. It was limited mostly 
to theoretical discussions of an intel- 
lectual nature and took no decided 
stand for any particular policy. It 
finally became only too evident that 
the magazine was not reaching the 
working class but that it must be made 
to do so or given up entirely. A 
change of management was effected 
and in 1908 the REVIEW appeared in 
more attractive dress and took a stand 
for revolutionary principles on both 
the political and economic fields. The 
response was almost instant. Sub- 
scriptions began to pour in and words 
of encouragement and assurances of 
support came from every hand. In a 
few months the circulation of the 
magazine had doubled, in a year it 
had trebled, and it continued to multi- 
ply with the result that the circulation 
of the REVIEW today is MORE 
THAN FIFTEEN TIMES what it 
was only four years ago ! These figures 
speak louder than any words could do 
as to whether the principles it stands 
for and the policy it pursues have the 
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support of the working class of 
America. 

Today the REVIEW goes to SO,000 
readers and there is abundant prospect 
that their number will be constantly 
added to, despite the fact that but 
little artificial stimulation has been ap- 
plied to its circulation. So great was 
its growth in the first half of 1912 that 
we were encouraged to make a long- 
dreamed-of increase in size and from 
64 pages it was enlarged to 80 pages, 
and then again to 100 pages, making 
the biggest Socialist magazine in the 
world. Believing that Socialism, as 
summed up in Marx’s famous revolu- 
tionary slogan, “Workers of the World, 
Unite !” applies no less to ecomonic 
than to political action, it has consist- 
ently stood for revolutionary unionism 
as well as revolutionary politics with 
the result that the more progressive 
labor organizations order it in monthly 
bundles for the benefit of their mem- 
bers just as the Socialist locals do. 
Illustrating its growth financially, 
revenue from the REVIEW in 1907 
amounted to $2,533.26. Compare this 
with the 1911 receipts, which were 
$23,780.31, and one can no longer doubt 
that the REVIEW has “made good” as 
a revolutionary organ. These figures, 
both for our book and magazine de- 
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partments, are sufficient assurance that 
the publishing house of Charles H. 
Kerr & Company has from the first 
conducted 

A SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS. 
This does not mean, however, that 

itg has trod a pathway of roses. Like 
most Socialist institutions, it was 
started on a “shoe string” and has been 
backed by more enthusiasm than 
money, so that its history on the finan- 
cial side consists mostly of successive 
struggles with poverty and debt. Nor 
does “successful” here mean “big,” be- 
cause as compared with capitalist pub- 
lishing houses this company would be 
deemed trifling and insignificant. But 
this house has been a success from the 
start in that it has never been a burden 
or a drag on the party or the move- 
ment. It has paid its own way from 
the start and there is no reason to 
doubt that it will continue to do so. 
It has never bogged itself in a financial 
swamp from which the party has had 
to pull it out, and its assets have al- 
ways been even with or ahead of its 
liabilities. Its management has enter- 
tained no illusions about the limita- 
tions of any enterprise under the capi- 
talist system and from the first has 
recognized the fact that it must pro- 
ceed according to business principles. 
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Up to the present, then, we have more 
than kept our heads above water, but 
now 

WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE? 

Here is where we come to the meat 
of the matter-the heart of our dis- 
course. 

The Socialist party has grown. 

The Socialist movement has grown. 

Socialist sentiment everywhere has 
grown. 

BUT our capital has remained al- 
most stationary. 

The trouble that we are now face 
to face with is just this: 

With our output doubling every two 
years, with the demands made upon US 
several times as great as was the case 
a few years ago, we are provided with 
but little more than the same amount 
of working capital that we possessed 
when our business was half what it is 
now. 

The issue, then, is plain: We must 
be provided with more of the sinews 
of war if we are to continue to play 
our part in hastening the coming revo- 
lution by printing the messages which 
bring hope and courage to the world’s 
workers. 
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We can no longer struggle with pres- 
ent difficulties on the old basis. 

To give an example of the way in 
which our problems have multiplied: 
A few years ago we could get along 
by printing editions of 1,000 or 2,000 
copies of a book at a time. 

Nowadays we must print 10,000 
copies at a time to be able to secure 
the same prices and to be able to sup- 
ply demands with promptness. 

It is easy to see, therefore, how much 
money must be locked up in huge edi- 
tions of printed and bound books which 
may be sold out at once or, on the 
other hand, may lie on our shelves for 
months, according to conditions pecu- 
liar to the Socialist movement. 

Again, take the REVIEW: It has 
been enlarged by half its former size. 
That means more outlay for articles, 
for pictures, for printing, for mailing, 
and for clerk hire. And yet the sub- 
scription and bundle prices of the 
magazine remain just the same. 

No Bueiness Can Stand Sfill. We 
Therefore Must Either go Forward or 
Retrench. 

Everybody knows that it costs much 
more to live than a few years ago. The 
cost of doing business has increased 
in the same proportion. We have sim- 
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ply gotten to the end of the old rope 
along which we have traveled for so 
many years, and a new piece must be 
tied on or we can go no further. 

The Socialist movement is not a 
rigid thing. It is constantly expanding 
and discovering new truths. It has 
been our aim to keep up with the pro- 
cession and interpret it as well as pos- 
sible. New books, new messages, new 
interpretations, are from time to tmie 
necessary. But we cannot publish 
these without the wherewithal. We 
must refuse new and timely manu- 
scripts, we must cut down the size and 
dispense with some of the attractions 
of the REVIEW, we may be forced to 
raise prices here and there, unless relief 
comes. In short, we must have more 
money to work with. There is a way 
you can help us get it without great 
sacrifice on your part. 

WE WANT MORE PARTNERS. 
Twenty-four hundred Socialists have 

each subscribed ten dollars or more to 
provide the capital needed to publish 
the REVIEW and the standard books 
of International Socialism. We now 
have a paid-up capital of about $37,000. 
Our authorized capital is $50,000. We 
have 1,300 shares of treasury stock for 
sale at $10.00 each. We expect to sell 
these to comrades who are in sympathy 
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with the work we are doing and who 
want us to succeed. 

WE HAVE PASSED THE STAGE 
OF EXPERIMENT. The comrades 
who bought stock ten years ago took 
the risk of seeing their money lost in 
the vain attempt to put the publishing 
house on a self-supporting basis, now 
there is no such risk. Last year we 
cleared above all expenses more than 
six per cent on our capital. We used 
this to pay off loans. With $13,000 . 
of new capital, it would be easy to pay 
dividends, if dividends were desired. 
But we promise none. We do not 
wish to have the stock held by those 
to whom dividends are the main con- 
sideration, since this might later on 
result in operating the publishing 
house for profit rather than for the 
purpose of hastening the Social Revo- 
lution. 

DISCOUNTS ON BOOKS TO 
STOCKHOLDERS. The personal ad- 
vantage derived from holding a share 
of stock is that each stockholder has 
the privilege of buying our books at a 
discount of forty per cent from retail 
prices ; in other words, a stockholder 
buys a dollar book for 60 cents, a lo- 
cent book for 6 cents, etc. We pay 
postage or expressage, and a stock- 
holder sending $10.66 or more at one 
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time for books to be sent in one pack- 
age is allowed a discount of fifty per 
cent instead of forty per cent... It 
should be noted that these discounts 
apply only to retail, not to wholesale 
prices, and that we sell only our own 
publications. 

THE MAIN REASON for buying 
stock is not the discount on books, 
though that is an incidental advantage. 
The main reason is that your ten dol- 
lars will help make certain the perma- 
nence and growth of our publishing 
house. The greatest danger to the 
Socialist movement, as Comrades Lieb- 
knecht, Debs and Russell have well 
pointed out, is from within. The dan- 
ger is that in the political struggle the 
members of the Socialist Party may 
forget our ultimate aim, the abolition 
of wage-slavery, and become mere 
office seekers, ready to desert the field 
of the class struggle in the pursuit of 
votes, no matter how obtained. Our 
publishing house is the rallying point 
of the loyal revolutionists, it is the 
most important educational factor in 
recruiting more revolutionists. There- 
fore it is warmly loved and bitterly . 
hated ; it will be attacked with every 
possible weapon; its friends must and 
will defend it. 
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HOW IS THE COMPANY ORGAN- 
IZED? 

If you are asking yourself this ques- 
tion, with a view of learning the condi- 
tion, methods and management of the 
house, we would call your attention to 
the report of a committee elected to 
examine into its business and report 
to the Socialist party. This committee, 
composed of Clyde A. Berry, of Mis- 
souri, and Stephen M. Reynolds, of 
Indiana, completed its findings on May 
6, 1912, and declared that “no Socialist 
publishing house has more open meth- 
ods of conducting the publishing busi- 
ness than this one.” This report was 
published complete in the June, 1912, 
number of the INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIALIST REVIEW, a copy of 
which will be mailed on request. As 
to the organization and condition of 
the company, it said: 

“We find that the C. H. Kerr Co. 
had been doing business from 1886 to 
1893 as a partnership, that in 1893 the 
company was organized under the laws 
of Illinois with a capital stock of 
$10,000, that the business of the com- 
pany was owned practically by Charles 
H. Kerr individually, that about $9,500 
of the $10,000 was owned by Comrade 
Kerr when incorporated and the bal- 
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ante by A. U. Hancock, that Comrade 
Kerr sold this stock and practically all 
the money was used in getting out 
books and these books were sold to 
stockholders at one-half (l/s) the retail 
price, that no other dividend was of- 
fered or promised. 

“That the capital stock was in- 
creased, in due compliance with the 
laws of Illinois, in February, 1904, to 
$50,000, and that stock has been sold 
since that time until now, May 4th, 
1912. There are outstanding 3,663 
shares of $10 each. Of these Charles 
H. Kerr owns 1,137 shares, all strictly 
accounted for on the books of the com- 
pany, the ownership accounted for ac- 
cording to business methods. That the 
other shares are owned by various per- 
sons, party locals, state organizations, 
etc., that the names of the owners are 
of record in the books of the company, 
and and that are locals and branches 
owning 390 shares, 163 shares are 
owned by Socialist societies and in- 
dividuals outside of the United States 
and 1,774 shares are held singly by 
individuals, about one-half of whom 
are party members. At the January, 
1912, meeting of the stockholders of 
the 3,697 shares then outstanding, 
2,507 shares were represented either in 
person or by proxy. That at that meet- 
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ing Charles H. Kerr held personally 
1,137 shares and proxies for l,282 
shares. These proxies would seem to 
indicate that the holders are not hostile 
to the ideas of Comrade Kerr so far as 
the business of the company is con- 
cerned. 

“We find from the books of the com- 
pany that the statement following, pub- 
lished in the INTERNATIONAL 
SOCIALIST REVIEW, February, 
1912, is true: 

RECEIPTS DURING 1911. 

Book sales . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . .$39,463.44 
Review subscriptions and 

sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,006.03 
Review advertising . . . . _ . . . 1,77&24 
Donations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$63,276.75 

EXPENDITURES DURING 1911. 

Manufacture of books . . . . . .$13,752.46 
Manufacture of Review . . . . . l&232.16 
Wages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,076.23 
Postage and expressage . . . . 9,465.7! 
Advertising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,632.43 
Review circulation expenses. &3Q6.76 
Review articles and p.h&o- 

graphs . . . . . . ‘. . . . . . . . . . . . lJl32.16 
Authors of books . . . . . . . . . . l,QO3.26 
Books purchased . . . . . . . . . . . ti01.153 
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Rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,160.OO 
Insurance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85.80 
Taxes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 195.20 
Miscellaneous expense . . . . . l,483,68 
Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 198.05 
Profit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,241.19 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$63,276.75 
“The profits of $2,241.19, together 

with $1,220 received during the year 
from the sale of stock, were used to 
pay off a bank loan of $1,000 and to 
reduce the loans from stockholders. 
The financial condition of the publish- 
ing house at the end of 1911 is shown 
by the following table of assets and 
liabilities : 

ASSETS DEC. 31, 1911. 
Cash on hand and in bank. . . $ 367.24 
Books, bound and unbound . 8,308.22 
Electrotype plates of books. . 14,258.76 
Copyrights . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . 12,831.39 
International Socialist Review 5,OOO.OO 
Accounts receivable . . . . . . . . 695.95 
Office furniture . . . . . . . . . . . . 539m 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$42,000.56 
LIABILITIES DEC. 31, 1911. 

Paid-up capital stock . . . . . .$36,970&O 
Loans from stockholders . . . 4,610.79 
Accounts payable . . . . . . . . . . 419.77 

Total . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42,000.56 
30 



“One loan of $500 has already been 
paid since the beginning of January, 
and others will have to be paid in the 
near future, so that most of the net 
earnings of the publishing house dur- 
ing 1912 will have to be used in this 
way.” 

WHAT IS YOUR SHARE? 

As already stated, the capital stock 
of the publishing house is divided into 
5,000 shares of $10.00 each, 1,300 of 
which are still unsold. If you are a 
wage-worker, you will be doing your 
part by subscribing for a single share, 
and if you can not conveniently pay 
$10.00 at one time, we can receive your 
subscription to be paid at the rate of 
a dollar a month. On the other hand, 
there are a few comrades more fortu- 
nately situated who have taken each 
from two to thirty-five shares, and we 
shall gladly issue any number of shares 
not to exceed fifty to any comrade 
whom we know to be thoroughly in 
sympathy with the aims of the pub- 
lishing house. 

If you pay cash for one or more 
shares, it is only necessary to state the 
number desired and to remit ten dollars 
for each. If you wish to pay in 
monthly installments, use the blank on 
the next page. 
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