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I. - desolation make barren every 

home ! Let the agony of war 
crack every parent’s heart! Let 
the horrors and the miseries of 
the world-downfall swamp t&e 
happiness of every hearthstone! 

Then perhaps you will believe 
what we have been telling ‘you! 
For war is the. $ric6 ‘iif ‘your 
stupidity, you who have;&j&$?l 
Socialism! . . . ., ‘:.. 
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II. ” * : 
Yesterday I saw moving pi& 

tures of the Battle of thesomme. 
A company of Highlanders .was 
shown, young and handsome in 
their kilts and brass helmets and 
bright plaids. 

They laughed and joked as 

ia 
hey stood on the screen in their 

nks at ease, waiting the corn- 
mand to advance. 

The camera showed rank after 
rank, standing strong and erect, 
;;ttkiirg and chaffing one with 

. : 
Then it showed a sign: “Less 

than 20 per cent of these soldiers 
were alive at the close of the 
day.” 

Conscription is upon us ; the 
draft .law is a fact ! 

Into your homes the recruiting 
oflicers are coming. They will 
take your sons of military age 
and impress them into the 
a=w ; 

Stand them up in long rows, 
break them into squads and pla- 
toons, teach them to deploy and 
wheel ;. 

. Guns will be put into their 
hands ; they will be taught not to 
think, only to obey without 
questioning, 

.Then they will be shipped thru 
the- submarine zone by the hun- 
dreds of thousands to the bloody 
quagmire of Europe. 

Into that seething, heaving 
swamp of torn flesh and floating 
entrails they will be plunged, in 
regiments, divisions and armies, 
screaming as they go.- 

Agonies of torture will rend 
their flesh from their sinews, will 
crack their bones and dissolve 
their lungs ; and every pang will 
be multiplied in its passage to 
you. 

Black death will be a guest at 
every American fireside ; moth- 
ers and fathers and sisters, 
wives and sweethearts will know 
the weight of that awful vacancy 
left by the bullet which finds its 
mark. 

And still the recruiting officers 
will come ; seizing age after age, 
mounting up to the elder ones 
and taking the younger ones as 
they grow to soldier size ; 

And still the toll of death will 
grow. 

Let them come! Let death and 

Only one in five remained of 
all those laddies, when sunset 
came ; the rest were crumpled 
masses of carrion under their 
torn plaids. 

Many a Highland home will 
wail and croon for many a year, 
because of these crumpled mas- 
ses of carrion, wrapped in their 
plaids, upon a far French hill- 
side. 

I saw regiments of Germans 
charging downhill against ma- 
chine gunfire. They melted 
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8WXlY like smwfkkes falli@ into 
hot water, . 

The hospital camps were 
shown, with hundreds and thou- 
sands of wounded men in all 
stages of’ pain and suffering, 
herded like animals, milling 
round like cattle in the slaughter 
pens. 

All the horror and agony of 
war were exhibited; and at the 
end a flag was thrown on the 
screen, and a proclamation said: 

“Enlist for your country!” 
The applause was very thin and 
scattering; and as we went out, 
most of the men shook their 
heads and said: 

“That’s a hell of a poor re- 
cruiting scheme !” 

For the men of this land have 
b6en fed full with horror during 
the past three years ; and tho the 
call for volunteers has become 
wild, frantic, desperate ; tho the 
posters, scream from every bill- 
board,. and tho parades and red 
p$tofl; the atmosphere in . 

The maAhood of America 
gazes at that seething, heaving 
swamp of bloody carrion in 
Europe, and says “Must we-be 
that !” 

You cannot avoid it ; you are 
being dragged, whipped, lashed, 
hurled into it; your flesh’ and 
brains and entrails must be 
crushed out of you and poured 
into that mass of festering de- 
cay: 

It is the price you pay for your 
stupidity-you who have re- 
jccted Socialism! 

‘I 9 + + 
III. 

Food prices go up like sky- 
rockets ; and show no sign of 
bursting and coming down. 

Wheat, potatoes, corn, are far 
above the Civil War mark ; eggs, 
butter, meat-all these things 
are almost beyond a poor fam- 
ily’s reach. 

The Attorney General of the 
United States is so busy sending 
to prison men who do not stand 

up when the Star Spangled ban- 
ner is played, that he has no time 
to protect the food supply jrom 
gamblers. 

Starvation begins to stare us 
in the face--and we, people of 
the richest aid most productive 
land on earth are told to starve 
ourselves yet further because 
our allies must be fed. 

Submarines are steadily send- 
ing to the fishes millions of tons 
of food stuffs; and still we build 
more ships, and send more food ; 
and more and more is sunk ; 

Frantically we grub in the 
earth and sow and tend and 

; and then as frantically 
Etz the food in ships, and then 
sa frantically sink with them- 

We, the “civilized nations” of 
the world! 

While the children of the poor 
clamor for their bread, and the 
well to do shake their heads and 
wonder what on earth the .poor 
folks are doing ; ’ 

The poor folks are growling 
and muttering with savage side- 
long glances, and are rolling up 
their sleeves. 

For the price they pay for 
their stupidity is getting beyoiid 
their power to pay! 

L l *  I 

IV. 
Frightful reports are being 

made of the ravages of venereal 
diseases in the army training 
=ws and in the barracks 
where the girl munition work- 
ers live. 

One of the great nations lost 
more men thru loathesome im- 
moral diseases than on the firing 
line, during the Arst 18 months 
of the war. 

Back from the Mexican border 
DID boys come, spreading the 
curse of the great Black Plague 
amonk hundreds of thousands of 
homes ; blasting the lives of in- 
nocent women and unborn babes. 

Over in Europe ten millions of 
women are deprived of their hus- 
bands, and fifty millions of ba- 
bies can never be ; 
-I 



Of .tio& women who will have 
theirmates given back to them, 
there are twenty millions who 
will have ruined wrecks ‘of men ; 
mentally deranged, physically 
broken, morally rotten ; 

Future enerations of families 
are made f mpossible ; blackness 
‘and desolation instead of happf- 
ness and love will reign vvhere 
i: homes of the future should * ,. 

knd, all because you believed 
the .silly “lie, that f%ocialism 
would destroy the home !” 

Pound on, guns of the embatt- 
led hosts ; wreck yet more homes, 
kill- yet more husbands and fatb- 
ers, rob yet more maidens of’ 
their sweethearts, yet more 
babies of their fathers ;:. . 

‘That is the ,gtice t%e world 
pays for .beiieViirg .tb@ N&I- 
strouq damnable, outrageous lie 
;bateocialism would destroy the 

30; the hbnfes of the world, 
are .being destroyed ; eve* one 
of them would have been saved 
by Socialism.. But you would not 
believe. Now pay the price! 

l + t i 

’ .v. 

This War, you say, is all 
caused by the Kaiser ; and we are 
fighting for democracy against 
autocracy. Once dethrone the 
Kaiser and there .will be perma- 
nent peace. 

That is what they said about 
Napoleon. And in the century 
since Napoleon was overthrown 
there have been more and 
greater wars than the world ever 
saw before. 

There were wars before Ger 
many existed ; before Rome 
rue!igesbefore Egypt dominated 

War has been universal ; and 
the cause of war is always the 
same. Somebody wanted some- 
thing somebody else possessed, 
and they fought over the owner- 
ship of it. 

This war began over commer- 
cial routes and ports and rights ; 

and underneath all the talk about 
democracy versus autocracy, 
you hear a continual note, an un- 
dercurrent, a subdued refrain ; 
“Get ready for the commercial 
war that will follow this war.” 

Commercial war preceded this 
war; it gave rise to this war; it 
now gives point and meaning to 
this war; 

And as soon as the guns are 
stilled and the -dead are butied, 
commercial forces : ‘will preijare 
forfhe next bloody struggle over 
routes and ports and rights, coal 
mines and railroads ; ; = .. : 

For these are the essen&b’ of 
this, asof a!1 ~th& wars.! 

This; you say,, is $ war for the 
rights of small nations;-and 
the frrst land sighted when you 
sail across the Atlantic is the 
nation of Ireland, which, has 
sueered from J3n 
centuries more’ t ii 

land for three 
an what Ger- 

many has iuflioted~!upon Belgium 
for’th*e yea+ ’ 

But go to it! ‘. ‘Believe eveiy- 
thrng you are told-you always 
have, and doubtless always will, 
believe them. ’ 

Only do retain this much 
teason ; when you have paid the 
price, the last and uttermost 
price ; and have not received 
what you were told you were 
Aghting for-namely Democracy 
- 

Then remember that the price 
you paid was not the purchase 
price for justice, but the 
price for your stupidity! 

penalty 
. * + c 

VI. 
We are beholding the spectacle of 

whole nations working as one person 
for the accomplishment of a single 
end-namely, killing, 

Every man, every woman, every 
child, must “do his bit” in the service 
of destruction. . 

We have been telling you all for, 
lo, these” many years that the whole 
nation could be mobilized and every 
man, woman and child induced to do 
his bit for the service of humanity; 
but, you laughed at us. 

Now you call every person traitor, 
slacker, pro-enemy, who will not go 
crazy on the subject of killing; and . 
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‘ou have turned the whole energy of paid to investor; speaking, &ermau or 
.ll the nations of the world into the to those speaking English andFrench. 
ervice of their kings for the purpose 
f  killing-killing-killing. 

Our entry into it was deterrhined 
by the certainty that if the’ allies do 

Why would you not believe us when not win, J. P. Morgan% lpana to the 
ve told YOU that it was possible to allies will be repudiated, and those 
ooperate for the saving of life? American investors who bit on his 

Why were you not interested when ( promises would be hooked. 
7 ksrd -J’oU to work all together I Socialism would have settled that 

nu&ea& to destroy? To I question; it would determme that to 
reserve: instead of to murder? I every producer shall be given all the 

Why did YOU ridicule us and call 1 value of what he produces; SO that 
!S impractical dreamers when we nothing would be left over for ex- 
rophesied a world-state of fellow- plaiters or investors. 
porkers, each man creating for the j With that great question settled 
lenellt of all the world, and the whole j there would be no cause for war. 
rorld creating for the benefit of each ! Until the question of surplus pro- 
PSn? 1 fits is settled that way, ,wars will 

Those idle taunts, those thought- contiuue; each War being .$he prelude t0 
~SS jeer&that refusal to listen, to be a still vaster and greater oUtbUrSt Of 
air-minded-you are payhrg for them hell; 
1ow. Until the world hdcomes weary. of 

-h, the price you pay! Lo, the paying the stupendous p&e for. its 
I&S your children will pay. Lo, the own folly; 
,gony, the death, the blood, the un- Until those who are sent & ‘to 
orgettable arrow,- maim and murder one another for 

The price of your stupidity ! the profit of bankers .and investors 
l *  *  I determine -to have and to hold what 

VII. they have -fought for; 
For this war-as every one who 

i 

Until money is no more sacred than 
himks or knows anything will say, human blood; 
whenever truth telling becomes safe Until human life refuses t6 .~a&- 
,nd pos&; 12 againsThis war is to 1 fice itself for private -Sam; : 
&ermine the queertion, whether tb& 1 u&l ty tile exp&zon of r&lions 
hambers of commerce of the allied 1 of tons of dynamite, the stupidity. of 
lations er of the Central Empires the human race is blown away, and 
lave the superior right to exploit Socialism is known’for what it is, the 
.ndeveIoped countries. salvation of the human race; 

It is to determine whether inter- Until then-You will keep OR pay- 
st, dividends and profits, shall be‘ing the price! 

a IF THIS INTERESTS YOU, PASS IT ON. * 

rubs&be to The Am&can Socialist, ,2published weekly by the 
Uational Office, Socialist Party, 403 West Madison Street, Chieagq 
X, 50 cents per year, 25 cents for six months. It is a paper with- 

out a muzzle. 

Cut this out or copy it, and send it to us. We will sea that 
you promptly receive the desired information. 
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To the NationaI O&e, Sociahst Party, 803 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ill. 
I am interested in the Socialist Party and its Principles. Please send 

me samples of its literature. 

Name . . . . . . . . . . ..*...r..‘.....*...............*......~ 
. 

Addre~ . . . . . . ..*..*.........*.....*............... 

City . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . stat8 . . . . . ..*...... 
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