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THE AMERICAN RED 
STAR LEAGUE 

FIRST AID TO THE WORKIN GLASS 
Aim and Object. 

THE AMERICAN RED STAR LEAGUE 
is organized solely for the purpose of giving 
relief to members of the working class in 
acute need, everywhere in the world. 

Declaration of Principles. 
The ghastly failure of the present organ- 

ized relief forces to be of any real service to 
the working class and their official refusal in 
many cases to help the workers where help 
is most needed has made necessary the 
organization of a relief force that will be of, 
by and for the working class, and for the 

.working class alone. 
THE AMERICAN RED STAR LEAGUE 

is such an organization of the workers. As 
the lines of the class struggle become more 
and more sharply drawn and the fight be- 
tween the classes is waged ever more bit- 
terly, the suffering .of the workers becomes 
ever more acute. 

In every struggle between nations, in 
every industrial conflict, the women and 
children are the chief sufferers. It is to save 
the women and children of the working class 
t,hat the AMERICAN RED STAR LEAGUE 
will operate. 
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Europe lies in destitution and despair. The ’ 
recent war and the present blockade have 
destroyed countless millions of homes and 
wiped out the means of life for hundreds of 
millions of toilers-men, women and chil- 
dren. 

This war, more than all others, has fallen 
heaviest upon the women and children of all 
countries. Though the war has been over for 
more than two years, still the atrocious block- 
ade is maintained, tightening about the 
women and children of the dying lands the. 
sIow coils of starvation. 

But such need is not confined to foreign 
countries. The anti-labor drive which has 
been begun by the moneyed powers in this 
country, headed by the United States Steel 
corporation’ and assisted by every chamber 
of commer&e, will lead to terrible conflicts 
and nation-wide destitution. 

Such conflicts are frequent in American 
history. 

In the Coeur d’Alenes; 
On the Iron Range in Minnesota ; 
In the Copper Range of Upper Mjchigan ;. 
At Cabin Creek and Paint Creek, Virgimia ; 
At Forbes, where the tent colony was rid- 

dled with bullets by the state guards; 
At Ludlow, where women and babies were. 

slaughtered by the machine guns of the 
Rockefeller forces ; 

At Homestead-at all of these places the 
iron grip of want aided the bullets of the 
capitalist to defeat the power of the workers. 
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In the great fight of the Colorado coal 
miners with the Colorado Coal Company, 
women and children bore the chief weight 
of the war. 

Even now in the coal district of West Vir- 
ginia there is desperate need. Official relief 
organizations will not help in industrial 
struggles. The workers hdve had to organize 
their. own relief afresh every time the need 

’ has arisen, causing immeasurable waste and 
useless expense. 

The workers must be prepared now to aid 
their own distressed comrades. The want in 
Europe and Asia is. terrible, appalling, and 
the official relief agencies use the contri- 
butions of Americans against the workers 
who are seeking to control their own govern- 
ments. We must help them ! 

We must be ready at a moment’s notice to 
aid the destitute and the distressed in our 
own ranks at home. 

THE AMERICAN RED STAR LEAGUE 
is organized as the permanent relief system 
of Labor everywhere. Its watchword is 
“First Aid to the Working Class!“. 

You are-you must be-in favor of this 
plan. There is no time for de1a.y. The des- 
perate need of the world demands your im- 
mediate support. 

Send in your contribution today! 
(ACT NOW! 
JOIN ! 
THE AMERICAN RED STAR LEAGUE 
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FIRST AID TO THE WOR.KlNG CLASS 

THE AMERICAN RED STAR LEAGUE 

S~O,OOO,OOO RELIEF FUWD! 

‘To Save The Women and Children 
of Soviet R&a 

DUNCAN MCDONALD, President 
CHARLES L. DRAKE, Secretary 
SWAN JOHNSON, Treasurer 
IRWIN ST. JOHN TUCKER, Organizer 
RAPHAEL B. GREEti, M. D., Medical Adviser * 

Send all communications and contributions 

' s 
to 

CHARLES L. DIGACE, Secretary 

59 East Van &u-en Street, Chicago. 
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SOVIET RUSSIA AND 
THE RED CROSS 

By Irwin St. John Tucker 

THE GREATEST HORBOB OF T$E WAR 
Out of Washington comes the story of a 

horror more’horrible than any of the stories 
of war so wearisomely familiar to our ears. 
It is not of murder, nor of torture, but in- 

. finitely more horrible than these : 
Seven hundred tons of medical supplies 

were burned by the American Red Cross, 
rather than to be used to feed and clothe 
the Red armies of Russia ! 

Ten million dollars’ worth of medical sup- 
plies, food and clothing was allowed to rot, 
rather than to be used to feed and clothe and 
heal the women and children of Soviet 
Russia. 

And this was done by the American Red 
Cross, at the order of the American State 
Department ! 

This-though we are not at war with Rus- 
sia ; this t.hough we have prefessed peace and 
friendship and enduring love for the people 
of Russia! This act of horror, more fright- 
ful than the wounding of babies, more terri- 
ble than the slaughter of armed soldiers- 
this on the third anniversary of. the day when 
the great war ended! 

For six years Russia has been blockaded 
For six years her people have struggled’ and 
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hoped, and wrought as best they might, to 
bring order out. of a chaos so huge that it 
seemed beyond all human power to solve it. 

Army after army was launched against 
them as they wrought; and, while the armies 
of the workers’ Republic battled on twenty- . 
four frontiers, the women and children brave- 
ly toiled at home to keep the means of life 
freely moving. 

Meanwhile the Red Cross, the “Greatest 
Mother of Them All,” demanded money by 
the million, by the billion, from Americans 
lor the healing of wourids. It was to serve 
without distinction of party or creed or na- 
tionality ; it was l50 stretch out the arms af 
healing to all who might be in need. 

Millions of dollars were indeed given, and 
millions of dollars’ worth of supplies were 
purchased ; but these were lavished ‘jonly 
upon those who took their orders from the 
House bf Morgan. 

For the head of the House of Morgan was 
the head of the Eed Cross, and the hidden 
head of the Wilson Administration, as well. 
.His orders were strictly given and strictly 
obeyed, that not a dollar’s worth of relief 
must he given in any country, no matter how 
desperate the need or how accessible the sup- 
ply, unless the politics of that country were 
acceptable to J. P. Morgan & Company. 

80, in that vast nation of 200,000,000 peo- 
ple; in that huge empire brought to wreck 
and ruin by the insanity and stupidity of 

I the Czar and the incompetency of its bour- 
geoisie ; 
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In that immense family of nearly one-fifth 
of the human race, even soap was forbidden ; 
operations had to be performed without the 
merciful aid of anaesthetics ; no drugs for 
medicines, no disinfectants to halt the spread 
of dread disease, no bandages for binding up 
wounds - none of these might be obtained ; 
for the blockade shut them all out, at the / 
order of the House of Morgan. 

Never, even while savages tortured their ’ 
helpless captives to death with fire and 
knife, was such brutality shown, that a na- 
tion of millions upon millions were so har- 
assed and assaulted, and blockaded and 
starved, without the declaration of war, and 
even their children compelled to undergo the 
multiplied sufferings of hunger, and disease, I 
and pestilence. 

Never, since time began its slow march 
and human beings began to struggle one with 
another for the mastery of wealth, has so 
vast a horror been imagined as was sought 
by this blockade, culminating in the horror 
of the destruction by the American Red Cross 
of medical supplies meant for the suffering 
ones of all lands, rather than allow the peo- 
ple of Russia to obtain relief for their ex- 
tremest misery. !V 

In the pages that follow the story of that 
horror is told in the words of their own of- 
ficials and men. It is a thing too monstrous 
to be believed,. save on their own testimony. 
In every war heretofore, women and children 
were spared ; and the Red Cross stood above 
and beyond the conflict, caring for whomso- 
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ever was in need. But here, where there is 
no open war, where our nation is not at en- 
mity with Rus&a-here is the Red Cross, 
sacred sign of international fellowship in 
the work of healing, made into an engine of 
deviltry. 

Out from it, away from. it! The thing is 
unclean ! Let us rescue our own ! 

Through the clouds of war, in which the 
Red Cross is setting, let the RED STAE 
arise ! 

THE RED CROSS IN IRELAND 
When the Central Federated Union of New 

York, on November 12, hissed and jeered a 
speaker from the American Red Cross who 
came tcrersk for their assistance in its drive s 
for membership, and by a unanimous vote 
not only refused to join the organization but 
urged its members to refuse to join it so long 
as its aid is used as a political bribe, it was 
evident that the long smouldering dissatis- 

-_ faction with the “greatest of relief organiza- 
tions” had come to a head. 

The particular point brought up against 
the Red Cross at the meeting in question was 
its refusal to aid Irish sufferers from the 
British raids. Piteous appeals t.o the Amer- 
ican Red Cross from Ireland for help to the 
women and children driven out of burning 
homes by the British Black and Tans were 
ignord, because the British Government ob- 
jected to aid being given to “rebels.” 

But this policy toward Ireland is a con- 
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tinuation of the policy toward Russia. Mil- 
lions of dollars given by generous hearted 
Americans to relieve the distress of Europe 
have been used by political propaganda for 
counter revolutionists. The arms of the 
“greatest mother in the world” were ex- 
tended in succor only to those who .took their 
politics from the dictation of the British 
Government and its American representa- 
tive, the House of Morgan. 

Baron Wrangel, Admiral Kolchak, Gen- 
eral Semenoff, General Denikin, General Yu- 
denitch, were lavishly aided by the Red 
Cross. But millions of dollars worth of Red 
Cross stores were burned or were allowed 
to spoil rather than permit them to fall into 
the hands of the Russian Soviet Government. _ 

Efforts to change this att.itude of the Red 
Cross have been fruitless. It is impossible 
to wait and dally while politicians are mak- 
ing up their minds. The need is now. 

The American Red Star League therefore 
presents these facts, taken from various 
sources, to explain the organization of a 
new Relief organization. The Red Star 
League is organizing relief work for the 
workers in every land, and for them only. 
It will aid and sustain in every possible way 
the workers of Soviet Russia, of Socialist 
Hungary and Austria, and of suffering Ire- 
land. At present the principal need is in 
Soviet Russia. - 
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MEDICAL SUPPLIES BUBNED \ 
On November 19th the Red Cross an- 

nounced officially in Washington that 700 
tons of food, clothing and medicines were 
“put to the torch”-were dkstroyed by fire 
in the Crimea on November 13th. 

These 700 tons of supplies were burnt up 
to keep the people of Soviet Russia from 
getting them after Baron Wrangel’s arvy 
was beaten. 

And here are further details of the work 
of destruction, also sent out by the Federated 
Press : 

THE SIBERIAN OUTBAtXZ 
NEW YORK CITY, Nov. 26.-The story of 

the -Eed Cross in Siberia is a story of how 
the greatest “neutral” organization in the 
world forgot its neutrality and its traditions 
of mercy and justice, and took its orders 
from the American state department, which 
in turn was taking its orders from Admiral , 
polchak. 

That at least, was the conviction gained by 
Otto W. Lowe, a New York pharmacist, dur- 
ing a year’s service as lieutenant in the R’ecl 
Cross, spent between Irkutsk and Omsk. 

“In Irkutsk came my first jar,” said Lowe. 
“I had certain illusions about the role of 
the Red Cross, which began to shake when 
I saw Kow, by a combination of race preju- 
dice and plain inefficiency, money and lives 
were wasted and hundreds of German pris- 
oners made miserable. 
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“But it was in Omsk that the situation 
was suddenly dramatized. Just as I arrived, 
the Red Cross was in the act of dismantling 
a great hospital only then completed, and 
equipped to wrestle with the terrible scourge 
of typhus raging there. The Red Cross, 
which is to stay in the thick of the battle 
with death, was running away with the Kol- 
chak armies. I went to Major Eversoll, 
commander of the western division of the 
Red Cross, and asked him what this extraor- 
dinary thing meant. 

Obey Eolchak’s ‘Orders. 
“Orders of the state department,” he 

answered. Later I heard that Kolchak was 
behind that order, that he had commanded 
the town cleared of aid. We took away 
every yard of gauze and every nurse- on k 
43-car train and left the town to die. 

Lowe said that the refugees spread typhus 
’ all over the line of retreat, and that they 

starved and froze and died in hundreds.. 
When the Red Cross train arrived in Krasny- 
arsk, there were 3,000 dead horses lying on 
on the stree’ts with dead men and women 

- and children who had run ,away from the 
Red army. 

“Four of us stay;d behind with one car 
of supplies to take care of our wounded,” 
said Lowe. “The next day Red troops. pa- 
raded the town, and posted notices sqciug 
that the Red army was in charge. 
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Gives Aid to Red Army 
“I was allowed to act as a commissar, and 

to assist the civilian population with medical 
service and with our. supplies, The chief of 
the medical division of the Fifth army, whom 
I liked very much, saw that we were anxious 
to prove that Red Cross men as individuals 
were really neutral, and he gave us our 
chance.” 

GEO. LANSBURY’S STATEMENT 

The exposure of the activities of the Red 
Cross was begun by George Lansbury, edi- 
t,or of The London Herald, in his book 
“What I saw in Russia. ” Mr. Lansbury 
writes thus. 

“In Moscow we saw the first gruesome 
sight, which made both Barry and myself 
ashamed of our nationality. Scores of 
wounded soldiers lay about in different parts 
of the station building, waiting their turn 
to be moved into hospitals already dread- 
fully overcrowded. One man, with terrible 
wounds, said he had been waiting for weeks 
for new bandages and treatment. The Brit- 
ish Government by its damnable blockade 
has prevented even the medical necessities 
being sent in ; our own soldier prisoners 
have suffered because of this barbarons con- 
duct, and tens of thousands of Russian sol- 
diers have died in agony became no doctors 
had the means of alleviating their suffering 
and their misery. As I looked at these poor 
suffering men I wondered what sort of a row 
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the Jingo press would have set up had the 
Germans committed such a dastardly act as 
this, and I also wondered what had become 
of the international Red Cross. I think, 
before any of us give another penny to such 
organizations, we should first of all require 
an undertaking that the Red Cross societies 
will put ~a11 their resources at the service of 
all who ‘need them, whether in time of civil 
or racial wars.” 

PUBLIC HEALTH WEEK 
In an interview with Semashko, Commis- 

sar of Public, Health, Lansbury was t,old 
that at present, owing to the blockade and 
the war, it is impossible for the Government 
to supply the necessary means of securing 
baths or even a decent supply of water in 
some places, and there was certainly little 
or no soap for anybody. 

“We come right up against the blockade 
. here,” says Lansbury, “because it was not 

merely a question of the things I have men- 
tioned (soap, etc.), but of medicines and dis- 
infectants of all kinds have been cut off. 
For all this, they propose to establish a Pub- 
lic Health Week during which, right through 
the country, public meetings and lectures 
will be held and the people encouraged to 
use all the means at their command, small 
as these may be, for the purpose of building 
up the health of the people. 

“There are child welfare exhibits in some 
towns. I went roun‘d one in Moscow with 
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two fellow journalists ; the exhibition was 
quite as good as anything I have ever seen 
in England, and from a visit any intelligent 
mother could learn all there is to learn about 

, childbirth and the proper treatment of 
babies. 

THE ARMY OF HEALTH 

“While the Red Army has been march- 
ing from victory to victory, they have had 
working side by side with them an army of 
devot,ed men and women, a sort of army of 
health whose business it is to fight disease. 

’ It is the Communists who make up this army; 
their work in times of epidemic is to bury 
those who die of disease, disinfect clothes 
aud dwellings and generally take the lead 
wherever danger is involved. It is on rec- 
ord that when the Red Armies took the town 
of Nicopol they found 9,000 persons sick 
with typhus ; dozens of dead were lying in 
the streets; in the cemeteries masses of hu- 
man corpses were being eaten by dogs. They 
appealed to Moscow for help. Remember all 
this happened under the Denikin and Kol- 
chak regimes. Right throughout the. Kazan 
region unheard of suffering was being en- 
,dured. At Omsk 20,000 persons were dis- 
covered affected by the spotted typhus. 
Over 400 dead bodies were found unburied. 

“The Communists took this situation in 
hand, and first of all organized drastic mea& 
ures to keep the Red Army free from dis- 
ease. A new scheme drafted by the Public 
Health Department in co-operation with 
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Lenin was put into operation. Each regi- 
ment wan called upon to elect a private who, 
with the doctor, and the colonel, was held 
responsible for the good health of the regi- 
ment. A public health order of the day was 
issued as follows: 

“To be dirty is a crime against the revo- 
lution. ” 

“The result of all this is that to a very 
large extent the Red Army may be .consid- 
ered an army of health, whereas the Deni- 
kine and Kolchak armies, by spreading dis- 
ease, may be called the armies of death. The 
task of the Red Armies was to clear away 
disease brought into existence by the sheer 
neglect of the leaders of the counter-revo. 
lution. 

“ In a thousand and one ways health serv- 
ices are being set up, but the one cry from 
everybody-specialists, doctors an2 nurses- 
was, ‘Throw down the blockade; let us have 
the means for alleviating suffering; let us, 
have the means for preventing disease. It 
is impossible to establish effective public 
health administration unless we have these 
means; we can only get them fro-n outside.” 
Again and again protests were uttered 
against the infamy of the Allies and espe- 
cially against the International Red Cross 
for its failure to send into Russir the means 

* for dealing with the woun-ded and those 
stricken with disease. 
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“It was pointed out that the Denikin and 
Kolchak armies were always well supplied ; 
that again and again the Bolsheviks had oc- 
cupied a village or town only to find the 
medical stores burnt up, and I was asked: 

“BY WHAT SORT OF IXIGHT DID THE 
INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS, TmT 
GATHERS MONZJY FROM ALL SORTS 
AND CONDITIONS OF PEOPLE, DEFEND 
THE POLICY OF SUPPORT, ASSISTING 
ONE SIDE ONLY IN A GREAT STRUG- 
GLE LIKE THAT THROUGH WHICH 
RUSSIA IS PASSING?” 

“It was also stated that in many places 
doctors were not allowed to remain to treat 
either the :qvounded or those suffering from 
disease, but that often they were carried off 
by the WhiiR armies at the point of the bay- 
onet. ” 

This expdrre was continued in Soviet Rus- 
sia, the official publication in this country 
of the Martens Bureati. In its issue of No- 
vember 13, 1920, Soviet Russia said editor- 
ially: - 

RUSSIA AND THE RED CROSS 

Reprinted 3roti <%viet, Russia, Nove&er 
13, 1920 

“Geneva it 1864 was the scene of the first 
Red eoss Qnference. It was the original 
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plan of this organization to assure to fighters 
on both belligerent sides, in any war that 
might arise, the medical and surgical care of 
a body of men and womel-r-doctors and 
nurses-who would be entirely neutral in 
the conflict being waged, who would treat 
the soldiers of one combatant with exactly 
the same degree of solicitous attention as 
those of the other side, and thus contribute, 
to this extent at least, to diminishing the 
horrors of war. The A_merican Red Cross 
organization was founded in ~1881 by Clara’ 
Barton, who had already practiced in at least 
one ‘war (the France-German War, X370- 
1871) the principle of conducting a neutral 
organization that should give aid, comfort 
and care to fight&s of both opposing nations. 

“High hopes naturally are placed in 
the effects of the operation of such kindly 
agencies-in fact, more than one gentle en- 
thusiast has expressed the belief that the 
natural kindliness of many persons contrib. 
uting to the relief of friend aqd foe alike 
would instil in both a spirit that would ulti- 
mately make war between them impossible. 

“Headlines appearing nearly two weeks 
ago in New York newspapers would .make it 
appear that this splendid prospect is being 
more than realized. It would &pear that 
the kindly offices of the Red Cr%ss are be- 
ing bLestowed not only on energies against _ 
whom frank and open warfare Ts being 

‘waged, but even on a natidn tigitinst which 
the hatred of its torturers is so’ grerit that 
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they must invade it without declaration of 
war, blockade it without open confession of 
blockade, distort and misrepresent its cur- 
rent history while pretending to issue the 
truth. So great would appear to be the kind- 
liness of the American Red Cross, to judge 
from the headlines of which we speak. They 
read thus : “$14,000,000 Spent in Russia by 
Red Cross.-2,667 Persons, Including ,503 
Americans, Employed in Relief Work, Ac- 
cording to the Annual Report.-18 Hospitals 
in Siberia.-10,000 Different Article Distrib- 
uted Free of Cost; Sanitary Trains Oper- 
ated.” 

“Even Russia, then, barbarous, tyrannical, 
autocratic proletarian Soviet Russia, seems 
to benefit by the generous ministrations of 
the Red Cross. 

Millions Spent for Beaotionarios 
“But when you read through the news item, 

which is dated Washington, October 30, and 
which announces certain data to be printed 
in a forthcoming annual report of the Amer- 
ican Red Cross Society, you find that while 
no word has been permitted to enter the 
paragraphs that might weaken the impres- 
sion that all of Russia has been thus mag- , 
nificently nursed and fed and tended, there 
is yet not a single indication in the article 
that would point to any aid actually given 
to combatants or non-combatants in Soviet 
Russia. Read a few of the paragraphs of 
this forthcoming American Red Cross Re- 
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port, as *quoted in the New York Tribune 
(October 31) : 

“Service was extended to millions of men, women 
and children and ranged from hospital care for the 
sick to food and clothing for the starvina and ill clad, 
The work was carried 0; through commiisions sent to 
Siberia, western Russia, southern Russia and the Ral- 
tic States; a total of- 2,667 persons, including 603 
Americans, were employed and 10,000 different arti- 
cles were distributed free of cost. 

“The commissions operated sanitary trains with a 
total of seventv-five cars and eauiuued with 330 beds. 
with a ca 
operated y the commissions traveled 11,000 miles, If 

citi of 1,650 patient;. ‘Anti-typhus trains 

furnishing preventive baths to 105,000 persons, disin- 
fection for l,OOO,OOO~ and issuing 600,000 clean gar- 
ments. In Siberia alone Red Cross trains distributed 
8,060 tons of supplies and eighteen hospitals with a 
total of 6,596 beds were operated.” 

“And then remember that Siberia meana 
the Siberia of Kolchak, Seminov, and the 
Japanese, that Western Rbssia means Poland 
and the territory of Soviet Russia wrong- 
fully held by that country, that Southern- 
Russia was lately the Russia of Denikin and 
only yesterday the Russia of Wrangel,. that 
some of the Baltic states were still at war 
with Soviet Russia four months ago, and 

. that the report even frankly says, as far as 
Southern Russia is concerned, that the work 
there “consisted largely in caring for refu- 
gees and in fighting typhus and cholera in 
the Crimea. ’ ’ 

“Particularly difficult, according to the re- 
port, was the work of the organization “in 
helping the people of Esthonia, where there 
was no ambulance service and little in the 
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way of hospitals when the Americans ar- 
rived. ’ ’ We quote further: 

“The army was in retreat and disorganized and the 
combined force of soldiers and civilians to the number 
of 20,000 was described as a hungry, suffering, panic- 
stricken mob. In December typhus broke aut, and 
for months the Red Cross workers fought the disease 
amid great di5culties.” 

“Without repeating all the details in the 
newspaper report of these Red Cross activi- 
ties in Esthonia, let us come to the point and 
state simply that aid was given to wery mili- 
tary and civil organization outside of Soviet 
Russia, including many that were at war 
with Soviet Russia, that aid began to be 
given to Esthonia-in the very words of the 
report-only when the army of Yudenich, 
in retreat across that country, badly needed 
such attention, and that no efforts seem to 
have been made-at least none is described 
-to carry similar benefits of the Red Cross 
-into Soviet Russia. For the Russian Social- 
ist Federal Soviet Republic has committed 
the crime, of permitting the workers and ’ 
peasants to rule, and that republic is there- 
fore considered an enemy,by those countries 
in which the workers do not rule, and there 
is no neutrality, we must assume, and not 
even a neutral Red Cross organization, be- 
tween the old system and the new. At least 
the old will not have it so. 

“Generous care devoted to the people of 
Esthonia will meet with w disapproval in 
Soviet Russia. The people of Soviet Russia 
well understand how much suffering there 
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was in Esthonia before its people finally 
forced a reactionary and pro-Entente gov- 
ernment to mn,ke peace with Soviet Russia. 
And the peqie of Soviet Russia hope that 
Esthonia will continue to receive gifts at the 
hands of the American Red Cross in spite of 
the fact that they have made peace with 

3 Soviet Russia. But the people of Russia can- 
not fail to understand that war is being 
waged upon them not ouly by treacherous 
foreign chancelleries, but also by what is al- 

’ legedly the world’s greatest humanitarian 
organization, the Red Cross. 

Davison’s Declaration 
“ML H. P. Davison, then President of the 

American Red Cross Society, made, shortiy 
before the opening of the war between the 
United States and Germany in 1917, a dec- 
laration to the effect that it was necessary 
to give contributions to the American Red 
Cross because that organization was one of 
the most potent agencies in the winning of 
the war by ‘the United States. Whether Mr. 
Davispn really meant this, we-do not know, 
but at the time the statement was interpreted 
by many persons as meaning that the bene. 
6ts of the organization would not be impar- 
tially distributed to soldiers of both fight- 
ing groups, but that the Red Cross was a 
combatant organization, aiding one of the 
belligerents to “win the war.” However 
the case may have ‘been in the war with GFer- 
many-and that war is one with which we 
are not now concerned-there is no doubt, 
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that Mr. H. P. Davison’s remarks are en- ’ 
tirely true when applied to Russia. For in 
Russia aid is given by the American Red 
Cross only to the reactionary or semi-“dem- 
ocratic” republics that have there been set 
up, or to out-and-out counter-revolutionaries ; 
and no aid is given to the people who have 
dared set up a government that is new, a 
government that has overthrown the cap- 
italists and refuses to recognize as valid the 
claims of creditors who long ago had lent 
money to its oppressors to aid them in the 
prosecution of their autocratic designs 
against the people of Russia. 

“The colony of Petrograd children who 
were being transported home across the Pa- 
cific and the United States by t,he American 
Red Cross is the o&y body of persons con- 
nected with Soviet Russia whom the Ameri- 
can Red Cross ever aided, as far as we 
know, and even then it was the intention for 
some time to return the children to Russia 
only after long delays. Their recent arrival 
in Finland is good news, however, and it is 
to be hoped that all of the children will 
soon be restored to their parents in various 
parts of Russia, most of them in the vicinity 
of Petrograd. 

“Recently we learn that Semionov’s wife 
and mistress, both of whom seem to be esti- 
mable person.s, are now in Japan, and have 
been supported thus far on funds whose ul- 
timate origin is the treasury of the Japanese 
Government. Had they gone to Finland, 

24 



their benefactor would have had to be the 
American Red Cross. But Semionov’s mis- 
tress is not entirely without all relations to 
the latter body. We quote the following 
from t,he New York Globe of November 5: 

.r “In Chita, this woman o5ciated as the leader in 
the distribution of the American Red Cross relief 
supplies and bestowed jewels and furs on many of 
the girl workers in the organization. One of her 
many trips to Japan and China, when she is supposed 
to have brought Semionov’s wealth to places of safe- 
ty, was made on an American train. The arrival of 
the bona fide wife, may start a fight for the posses- 
sion of these millions.” 

SMOKE SCREEN FOR NEW WARS 

This was followed by an article in Soviet 
Russia of the date’ of January 8, 1921, as 

’ follows: 

“Fears are felt in Allied quarters lest con- 
centrations of Soviet troops, alleged in the 
daily newspapers to be in progress along the 
borders of Esthonia, Latvia, and Lithuania, 
may within three months result in the in- 
corporation of those nations with Soviet Rus- * 
sia. This is the conjecture of Mr. Walter 
Duranty, in a Paris *cable -of December 25, 
which appeared in the New York Times on 
the following day. We always have our sus- 
picions of the motives underlying such pre- 
dictions. As we pointed out when similar 

25 



predictions were made with regard to Poland 
a year ago-and the later developments have 
fully borne out our suspicions-declarations 
that Soviet troops are about to attack any 
of the new creations of Allied diplomacy al- 
most invariably are a smokescreen behind 
which these little states are being prepared 
for a savage onslaught against Soviet Rus- 
sia; but Soviet Russia is to be made to ap- 
pear the aggressor. 

“The only interest Mr. Duranty concedes 
to the United’ States Government in the pos- 
sible absorption of the Baltic States by So- 
viet Russia, is a desire to prevent Red Cross 
supplies from being used in the service of 
the people of Soviet Russia. Here are Mr. 
Duranty’s words on this subject: , 

“The problem that would confront Ameri- 
ca as a result of Bolshevism of the Baltic 
States is less political than in the case of 
France or Britain. The American Red Cross 
and Children’s Relief Association- have got-- 
big organizations in the Baltic area, where 
uptiards ,of one hundred Americans are en- . 
gaged in fighting disease, feeding children, 
housing the homeless, clothing the destit‘ute 
and generally succoring the impoverished 
and devitalized population. Not only are 
there large stocks of Red Cross and Relief 
Association goods in the Baltic area which 
it is impossible to remove quickly, but I 
know that a great majority of Americans 
engaged in the work would decline to aban- 
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don it under the threat of a Bolshevist up- 
heaval. If the Baltic States ‘go Red’ it will 
happen at a moment’s notice, and the result 
would be the same as if American organiza- 
tions concerned were now working in Soviet 
Russia proper, a practice to which both the 
State Department and the Bolshevist leaders 
hitherto have been opposed.” 

“ Again we must point out that there is no 
danger of. the American Red Cross. Society’s 
giving any aid to Soviet R’ussia. No doubt 
the American Red Cross is “fighting disease, 
feeding children, housing the homeless, cloth- 
ing the destitute and generally succoring 
the impoverished and devitalized popula- 
tion”-outside of Soviet Russia, and even in 
the former Russian border provinces. But 
anyone who recalls the attitude of the or- 
ganization in Russia proper will have no 
fears of their rendering excessive assistance 
in the improbable, if -unprovoked, event of 
a Soviet Russian occupation of Latvia, Lith- 
uania, and Esthonia. If nothing else should 
intervene, providential fires might descend 
to destroy the “large stocks of Red Cross 
and Relief Association goods in the Baltic 
area, which it is impossible to remove quick- 
ly.” Such a IIre, it will be remembered, 
came just in the nick of time to prevent sim- 
ilar supplies in the Crimea from falling into 
the hands of the advancing Red Army. 

“Meanwhile on October 10 the Federated 
Press sent out the following article from 
PauI Hanna, Staff Correspondent. 
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MILLIONS OF SUPPLIES DE$TROYED 

WASHINGTON, D. C, Oct. 10, 1920.- 
Food, clothing and medicines gathered in 
Esthonia by the American Red Cross for use 
in Soviet Russia are spoiling in storage be- 
cause the American State Department will 
not permit the Red Cross to go forward with 
the work of relief. 

“That Secretary of State Colby is entirely 
responsible for this delay, while thousands 
of women and children die every week of 
plague and exposure within a few miles of 
the impounded supplies, was stated at the 
headquarters of the American Red Cross 
here. f ‘. 

Help Wrangel? Sure! 

“A dispatch from Stockholm on-October 8, 
announced that the Swedish Red Cross would 
enter Petrograd immediately, in agreement 
with the Soviet Government, to combat dis- 
ease and other human suffering which are 
expected to prevail there with the coming of 
winter. It was further stated that the Swe- 
dish relief workers were hoping that they 
might be allowed to use the great store of 
supplies gathered at nearby Baltic ports by 
the American Red Cross. 

“Next day brought public announcement 
that the Ameriean Red Cross had begun 
large-scale relief work in the Crimea sector 
of Russia in co-operation with the army of 
General Wrangel, leader of the forces which 
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are trying to overthrow the Russian Soviet 
Government. That brought up the question 
as to why the American Red Cross should 
give its assistance to only one side in the 
prolonged civil war in Russia. 

“In explanation of that puzzle, an official 
of the American Red Cross said this morn- 
ing : 

Available for Use Now! 
“-We are very anxious to carry our work 

into Soviet Russia, and .would have done so 
long ago if the Department of State had not 
prevented it. We have very large quantities 
of medicines and other materials stored in 
Esthonia, and our people are ready to risk 
all the ‘unsettled conditions’ just as soon as 
the Secretary of State will release them. 
Some of our supplies were shipped back to 
France recently when it appeared unsafe to 
leave them where they were, but conditions 

‘. are quieter now and greater proportion of 
the stores are still in Esthonia, available for 
quick use among the sufferers within Soviet ~ 
Russia.” 

“I asked if the news from Stockholm that 
the Swedish Red Cross was going ahead with 
the work “where Americans fear to tread” 
had not stimulated a fresh desire within the 
American Red Cross to break free from the 
State Department’s unfeeling control. The 
answer to this question was most emphatic. 

“ ‘Not a day has passed within the last 
twelve months that we have not discussed 
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ways and means to overcome restraint and 
go to the relief of Soviet Russia. But the 
State Department has not changed its policy ; 
indeed, it has very recently indicated its re- 
fusal to allow anyone to enter Soviet Rus- 
sia. ’ ’ 

No Foreign Relief in Russia 
“So far as this official could be sure there 

were; prior to the Swedish ‘announcement, 
no foreign relief bodies at work in Soviet 
Russia except a group of Quakers, whose de- 
votion to humanity is evidently greater than 
their respect for the Secretary of State. 

“Further investigation of the situation in- 
dicated that if publicity were given to the 
State Department’s sole responsibility for 
the present posture of relief work, Secretary 
Colby would procure from higher officers of 
the Red Cross some statement seeking to 
show that the Red Cross was entirely satisfied 
with things as they are. 

“On emerging from the obscurity of 
usurped power which at present is exercised 
by executive officers at Washington, one 
finds official and published definition of the 
peace which exists between the United States 
and the Russian Soviet Government. 

“In connection with the report from Ad- 
miral Ruse that .two submarines of the So- 
viet Government have been reported off the 
Esthonian coast, Secretary Colby handed to 
the press a typewritten slip, the evening of 
,October 8, which said: 
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Blockade “Act of Peace” 

“ ‘Instructions have been sent by the Navy 
Department to Vice Admiral Huse, com- 
manding the Amerieap naval forces now in 
the Baltic, that the United States is not at 
war with Russia and that the submarines in 
question are not to be treated as hostile ves- 
sels” 

“In the ligh$ of that specific statement, the 
starvation blockade of Russia conducted by 
t.he passport and export license bureaus, and 
the prevention of relief work there by the 
Red Cross, are what the present administra- 
tion regards as “acts of peace.” 

RED CROSS MILLIONS FOR WAR?. - 
‘ ‘ Wide publicity had been given in the daily 

press to a statement coming from Geneva, 
head office of the LeGgue of Nations, that 
the American Red Cross had been asked to 
finance a $20,000,000 military expedition to 
Armenia. This information was sent out .by 
the Federated Press. On the. morning of 
December l,*the American Red Cross called 
up the Federated Press bureau and de- 
manded a correction of it. What followed 
is quoted from the Federated Press Dispatch 
of December 2: 

“No request has yet been received by the 
American Red Cross from the League of Na- 
tions for $20,000,000 to finance a military 
expedition to Armenia,” according to M. G. 
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Scheitlin, director of publicity for the Red 
Cross. 

Mr. Scheitlin has supplied this bureau 
with a written statement on the apparently 
official report from Geneva concerning the 
request. 

“Permit me to say,” continues the Red 
Cross official, “that no such request as Lord 
Robert Cecil refers to has b en received at 
the National Headquarters o f the American 
Red Cross. ” 

Red Cross Spy Expelled 
“No complaint of Red Cross work has ever Y 

been made, except in the matter of Ireland,” 
the official said. 

“What about Russia?” was*asked. 
“What Russia do you mean?” 
“I mean Soviet Russia ; do you know of 

any other 1” 
“ No ; I guess that is the only Russia there 

is now. But the Soviet government will not 
allow us to go in there.” 

“Have you ever asked permission of the 
Soviet government, or of the Soviet bureau 
in New York?” 

“No, but the only man we ever sent in 
there had to go incog, and he barely escaped 
with his life.” 

“Why did he go disguised?” 
“Because we wanted him to. gather infor- 

mat,ion for us.” 
“When a man disguises himself and goes 

32 



snooping around in a country 
war prevails, he must expect 
trouble, don’t you think?” 

where civil 
to get into 

“Ry& was not snooping.” 
“He was disguised and seeking informa- 

tion, fou have just said. Isn’6 that snoop- 
ing? The Quakers are doing relief work 
in Soviet Russia, without peril or inconven- 
ience. So are various English relief agencies. 
You know that is so. Why doesn’t the Red 
Cross act in the same open, honest manner?‘: 

The Fly in the Ointment 

“Well, you must understand that our po- 
sition is different. We cannot act without 
official permission, and the state department 
forbids us to do work in Soviet Russia.” 

“Exactly; the state department forbids 
you to go there. Then why do your officers 
keep telling the public that the Soviet gov- 
ernment keeps you out, and would kill you 
if you went in? The excuse you give the 
public is unworthy, unjust and dishonest. 
That is what makes the people turn away.” 

“But we have done work in Siberia, and. 
we were in South Russia until General Wran- 
gel was driven out.‘: 

“Of course you were in Siberia and South 
Russia. The Red Cross has .gone into Rus- 
sia behind every army of invasion. In that 
way it has helped every effort to overthrow 
the Russian government. It is written into 
the record of the past three years that the 
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Red Cross took sides in the Russian civil 
war. You have made. the record, not the 
newspapers. ” 

Promise Full Statement 
“Well, I would like to give you a full 

statement on our policy in R’ussia, as well 
as the denial of the story that we were asked 
to finance an army in Armenia.” 

“And so it was agreed. The statement on 
Russian policy has not been received. 

“All the above confirms the story sent out 
‘by this bureau on October 10, stating that 
the Red Cross was kept out of Russia en- 
tirely by orders of the state department. It 
refutes also the fable of Red Cross higher 
officials, repeated a few days ago, that the 
peril to their lives kept the Red Cross work- 
ers out of Russia. 

HOOVER FTJNbS USED AGAINST 

RUSSIA 

But further revelations were forthcoming. 
It was revealed in the Senate debates that 
the Hoover fund was being used to help fi- 
nance the tight of the Polish armies against 
the Russian government. 

Questions raised by Senator Reed, during 
the debate on Jan. .4, as. to the aid furnished 
the Poles in fighting Soviet Russia, through 
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the fund of $150,000,000 appropriated by 
Congress for the starving peoples of Europe, 
are partially answered by Representative 
Huddleston of Alabama in a speech dealing 
with the pogroms against the Jews in Poland, 
Roumania and other countries bordering 
Russia. He says: ’ 

“I cannot forget that the new State of 
Poland was brought into being by the aid 
of America and her associates in the Great 
War, that we have succored and sustained 
the Poles, furnished them. supplies, and 
loaned them money from the public funds. 
Nore than that, we have furnished many 
‘millions of dollars in supplies and munitions 
with -which Poland might repel the Bolshe- 
vist invasion. I am deeply disappointed at 
the failure of Poland to appreciate the spirit 
in which American aid was given..” 

“Hoover himself told the House Committee 
on Ways and Means that “Poland is main- 
taining a front of some 1,600 miles against 
the Bolsheviks. Their troops are suffering 
fearfully from inadequate clothing and sup- 
plies. If Poland should collapse from a Bol- 
shevik invasion, as has been the recent case 
of South Russia and Siberia, it is the most 
direct menace to the wh 

% 
civilization of 

Europe. It involves the w ole stability of 
Europe itself. ’ ’ 

“This was his argument for the further 
g;ant of $5.0,000,000 worth of flour, after 
he had expended $100,000,000 on the conti- 
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nent. He testified that Poland got $SS,OOO,- 
‘000 of the first $100,000,000 of supplies, plus 
.a great deal of American assistance in se- 
curing and reopening railroad rolling stock. 

“,Thus all the relief work, all the medical 
supplies and the food supplies generously 
given by the American people to the aid of 
.the appalling distress in Europe, is being 
turned by the capitalist powers which ruled 
the world toward ‘the destruction of the ’ 
Workers Republic of Russia. ” 

WIIAT IS THE ANSWER? 

How shall we meet the situation% A 
workers relief system must be organized. 
It is organized ; the AMERICAN RED STAR 
LEAGUE is t.he answer to this. situation ! 

It is .expensive, this work of relief; but 
think of what you are paying and what our 
children will have to pay for war! 

Here is an article from The Christian Her- 
ald on the cost of killing men: 

THE COST OF KILLING MEN 
-‘Counting thgtotal amounts of money 

spent and property destroyed and the total 
number of men killed on all sides, an Ohio 
editor est,imated that in the war the average 
cost of killing a man was ,$37,000. 

“Thus, whatever the various issues in- 
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volved, whatever the, outcome, whatever the 
triumphs or defeats, the gains or losse;, the 
people have to pay $3’7,000 every time a man 
is killed. . 

“And for years that $37,000 per man killed 
will remain as a strangling debt up-on the 
war-shattered peoples, repressing improve- 
ment, and halting progress. 

“But the money cost is not the heaviest 
cost. The money has not passed out of the 
world, but these lives have. The destroyed 
property can be restored, but not these .men 
killed. 

‘tWar has ever cost beyond all proportions 
to its doubtful gains-this last one more than 
any other-and upon the innocent falls the 
heaviest burden. 

“Long after the shell-plowed field8 shall 
have bloomed for many season8, long after 
the hate and strife shall have changed to 
frienship and co-operation-still the millions 
who have toiled and suffered that the war 
might be sustained must yet toil on and suf- 
fer under its shackling burden of the dead, 
the crippled, the widowed, the orphaned, and 
of debt and taxes. 

“Indeed, it costs heavily to break the com- 
mandment : “Thou shalt not kill.” \ 

Shall we pay all this for killing men and _ 
nothing for healing them? And when this 
money is paid shall we see it used to de- 
stroy all hope for better days, for worker8’ 
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control of their own lives. Or shall we SO 
direct our relief funds that they will be 
used for the abolition of the causes of war? 

THE AMERICAN RED STAR LEAGUE 
is the-Worker’s Relief Organization. It an- 
swers the great need created by this betrayal 
of the workers by the Red Cross. Join the 
working class relief organization-join the 
American Red Star League! 

Send all contributions to CHARLES L. 
DRAKE, Secretary, 59 E. Van Buren St., 
Chicago. 
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