
“Ten Years in Jail for a Two Hour 
Speech! A day in jail for each four words 
that he spoke. That must have been SOME 
speech. He must have said terrible things!” 
A great many inquiries have been made 
regarding what Debs really said. while it 
is impossible to reproduce every word 
spoken during a two hours’ discourse, the 
&t of the speech will be give& with special 
emphasis on those parts mentioned by the 
Supreme CoLr _ 1 f in af5rming his sentence. 

DEBS DlD NOT COURT ARREST 

Debi was not out looking tor trouble. 
He was a Socialist speaker and writer, ad- 
dressing Socialist meetings. He was pur- 
posely careful of his language, but he rc- 
fused to prostitute his life-long loyalty to 
the workers in the interest of the profiteers. 
At the very opening of his speech he said: 

“I realize there are certain li&tations &aced upon the tight of free speech. 
- * * * 1 may not be able to say all that I think but I am not going to say 

anything that I do not think. I would rather a thousand times he a free 
soul in jaiI than be a sycophant and coward on the. streets.” 

Th%s is no doubt the attitude that caused President Wilson to write 
“Denied” across Attorney General Palmer’s recommendation for Debs re- *, 
lease, because he was an “unrepentant prrsoner . If Debs were repentant It 
would mean either that he had committed a crime, in which case he should 
not be pardoned; or it would mean that he had turned back on his belief, in 
which case the workers would despise him. Debs will never repent of a 
word that he has spoken. It is for the people to decide whether ten years of 
jail life shall be the alternative to repentance for telling the following truths 
to the working class. 

SYMPATHY FOR FRIENDS IN JAIL / 

The Supreme Court severely condemns Debs because he rympathited, 
with some of his friends who were in jail. He placed himrelf in their class. 
they say, eo why should he not be taken at his word? D&r mmponr dsht 
names of twh ptoplr in Lit spark. 
during the municipal 

Tkrvr sf thrm, arrrted br &ar ape& 
h CIe4caad, iisrvwi3 ant rh& m* 

over two years ago. Two wcm aequi~ted by jr&e. 
Another, whom & 1: “A gov=nmcnf hat h for h 



PrOfiteQrs %uuist be for the people. I am for the people”, had her mviotjm 
set *side by a higher court-but Debs is still in jail. Still another. the victim 
of a political frame-up, was released months ago on nrder of President Wilson, ‘. 
but Debs is still in jail. Of the eight. the onlv one still in prison is Tom Mooney, 
whose uhjust conviction has aroused the labor movement of the entire world. 
for whom even Woodrow Wilson has asked a new trial, whose freedom now 
seems a little closer thanks to additional “frame-up” evidence given by one 
of the policemen in the case. D e b s* remarks concerning Mooney are typical 
of his position toward the others mentioned: 

“We are disloyalists and traitors to the real traitors of this nation; to the 
gang that, on the Pacitie Coast, are trying to hang Tom Mooney, in spite 
of the protest of the Hole civilized world. 
mately, as if he were my own brother. 

1 know Tom &‘Iooney inti- 
He is an absolutely honest, inno- 

cent man. He had no more to do with the crime with which he Is charged 
than I have. And, if he ought to go to the gailows, so ought I. If he is 
guilty, every man who belongs to a labor organization, or to the Socialist 
Party, is 1ikewise:guilty. What is he guilty of? I’ll tell you. 1 am fa- 
miliar with his record. For years he has been fighting the battles of the 
working class on the Pacific Coast. He refused to be bribed or brow- 
beaten. He continued loyally in the service of the working class, and for 
this reason he was marked. They said: “He can’t be bought, be refuses 
to be bribed, and he cannot he intimidated. Therefore he must be mur- 
dered.” 

Any detent union man would have said as much for Tom Mooney, and 
for the others, too, had they mwn as much about the cases as Debs did. But 
those Debs spoke for are now out-Debs is still in jail. 

WHAT DBI DEBS SAY ABOUT THE WAR? 

The Supreme Court sustained the charge that he was obstructing or 
attempting to obstruct the recruiting service of the United States, notwith- 
standing the fact that our armies were at that time being raised by conscription 
rather than voIunteering. 

The only direct reference to the world war, or any ‘other, is cited in the 
Supreme Court opinion, and if there had been any other they surely would 
have found it: 

“Wars have been waged for conquest, for plunder. In the Middle Ages 
the feudal lords, who inhabited the castles whose towers may still be seen 
along the Rhine--whenever one of those lords wanted to enrich himself 
then he made war upon the other. But they did not go to war any more 
than the Wall Street junkers go to war. The feudal lords-they declared 
all the wars. Who fonght the battles? Their miserable ,serfs. But in all 
the hitery of the world you, the people, never had a voice in declaring 
WM. You have never yet had. The working class, who fight the battles, 
whe make the sacrifices, who shed the blood, who fur&b the corpses, the 
working class have never yet had a voice in declaring war. They have 
never yet had a voice in maklng peaoe. It is the ruling class that does 
both. They declare war, they make peace. 

‘Youra not ta reason why, 
Youm but k do cusd die.’ 



That is all. The right of the people to declare their own wart YOU, who 
read this, can you imagine any man evading the draft law because of 
listening to that statement> Is that anything on which to imprison a man for 
ten years? President Harding ir repsrted to be co&daring the idea of a 
referendum on war before it can be declared by Congress. But Mr. Harding 
is not going to prison-he did no commit the real crime of which Eugene V. t 
Debs is guilty. That crime consists of showing the workers of America that 
they were being robbed hy a gang of exploiters who were economic kii to the 
junkers of Germany, and of appealing to the people to organize politically 
ad id~hlly M) that they might be free. He said: 

“Don’t think for a minute that the Junkcra are coafined to Germany. It IB 
preci& because we refuse to believe this that they brand us as disioyai- 
ists. They want our eyes so focused on the Junkers of Berlin that we wili 
not be able to see those within our own borders. 
Junkerdom. 

I hate, I loath. I deepi- 
I have no earthly use for .the Junkers of Germany, and not 

one particle more UK for those of the United States. 

“They are talking about your patriotic duty to cultivate a war garden. 
While they are doing this a government report chows that practically 52% 
of the arable, tillable roil is held out of use by the pro&err. by the land 
manipulators--held out of use! They, themselves, do not cultivate it. They 
could not if they would. They don’t allow o&err to cultivate it, they keep 
it idle to enrich themselves. What is it that maker the land valuable while 
it is fenced and kept out of use? The people. 

- dous value? The landlord. 
Who pockets the tremen- 

‘Lord of iandf’ This lord of the land is a 
great patriot! . . . We have got to save wheat so that we can export more to 
the soldiers who tight on the other sid-while half your tillable land ia 
held out of use hy the profiteers. What do you think of that?” 

THE COAL FAMINE AND ITS REMEDY 

Again, in referring to the reported coal famine that resulted in the 
enforced closing of thousands of factories, schools, etc., Debs said: 

“They tell you there is a coal famine now. The State of Indiana. where 
I live, ia largely underlaid with coal. There is an inexhaustible supply of it. 
The coal is under our feet. It is within touch, ail that we can UK. And 
there is the machinery ready to be put into operation to increase the out- 
put to any desired capacity. And yet only three weeks ago a national 
officer of the United Mine Workers issued and published en appeal to the 
Labor Department of the United States Government to the effect that six 
hundred thousand coal minerr in the United Statas, at this time! when they 
tell us of a famine, are not permitted to work more than half time. In the 
meantime, scarcity of coal. They tell you that you ought to buy, your coal 
right away, you may freeze to death next winter. if you do not--and they 
charge,you three p&err for coal! Now we have private ownership of coal 
mines, and this is THE RESULT OF THE PRIVATE OWNERSHIP of thii 
great social utility. _ ., , -. , 
“The coal mines are privately owned and the owners WANT A SCARCITY 
OF COAL. Why? So thay can boost prices indefinitely. They make 
more money out of a scarcity of aoai. 

“Under the present system the miner goes down into a pit three hundred 
feet and digs a ton of coal. He doesn’t own a solitary bit of it. That ton 
of coal belongs to some plutocrat who lives in New York, Vienna, or Parir. 
It doesn’t make any difference where he is, he doesn’t have to keep at the 
work. He owns the tools and he might as well own the miner. 

“Pi1 td you what wa Socialtpa SY: Take poesession ef the mlnes ia the 
Call the miner to the coal Ginas. Let him mine the 



Ed food in abundance, and the rooplr’ will get goal at just what it costs 
to mino it. . . . a change ir n-d& . . . a change from desnotim to demoa- 
r-h wide u the world. A change from slavery to freedom. A chase 
fwn brutehood oe kuethe&wul, 
~#JUlirs. 

and to acaomplish this you have got to 

“a wsr. United, your power bromer invincible. Organize . . . .” 

TOTHE WORKERS 

That is the crime of Eugene V. Dehs: Not that he interfered with 
‘*recruiting”. Not that he was guilty of espionage (spying), the law under 
which he was convicted. All German spies and plotters, even when caught 
red-handed. have long since been released. He told the truth about the land 
ownership. and coal-mine ownership and exploitation in this country; He urged 
the workers to organize, to put an end to the private ownership of social 
property. Shall he remain in jail ten years for this “crime”? It’is up to the 
workers to answer this question. There are many things they can do. They 
can sign the national petition to Congress for the release of political prisoners 
which is now being circulated, and send resoIutions of protest to the President. 
They can arrange big protest meetings so that the people of the country can 

really learn why Debs is in jail. They can distribute leaflets such as these by 
the hundreds of thousands in every city and town in the United States. They 
can contribute financially to maintain the Debs Amnesty Committee that is 
working for the release of all poIi&aI prisoners in this country. BUT ABOVE 
ALL THEY SHOULD HEED DEBS’ APPEAL -THEY SHOULD OR- 
GANIZE. INDUSTRIALLY AND POLITICALLY, TO PUT AN END TO 
THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM THAT PRODUCES BOTH. THE ROBBERY 
OF LABOR AND THE IMPRISONMENT OF THOSE WHO PROTEST 
AGAINST IT. 

Debs was but one of several hundred victims of war-time persecution. 
If it can be done to-day, the same measures can be invoked against any 
champion of Labor’s rights on the wish of enemies. THE RELEASE OF 
DEBS and his fellow prisoners will not solve our problem. The laws that 
made his imprisonment possible must be wiped from the books, and the 
working class, the masses of the people of this country, must get governmental 
power into their own hands to make such a condition forever impossible. 

This leaflet issued by the DEBS AMNESTY COMMITTEE of the Soc- 

ialist Party. Address all communications concerning this work and contribut- e 
ions to help finance it to Otto Branstetter, Executive Secretary, 220 South 

Ashland Blvd., Chicago, 111. 

. 


