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WHY THINGS HAPPEN TO HAPPEN. 

What do you suppose would happen if the law of gravi- 
tation did not exist? 

Things would be just as likely to fall up as to fall down. 
There would be no stability. 
Nothing would stay put. 
We would not build any houses, because they would 

be just as likely as not to rise from their foundations and 
sail off in the air. 

In fact, we could scarcely do anything. 
All would be uncertainty. 
But the law of gravitation does exist. It dictates that 

material things shall remain on or return to the surface 
of the earth, unless the attraction of the earth is overcome 
by some greater force. 

We have seen this law operate so much that we have 
the most complete and unlimited confidence in it. 

We rely upon it absolutely. 
We. rely upon it every day and every hour and every 

minute. 
I rely upon it as I write this. I rely upon it to hold me 

in my chair. I rely upon it to hold the paper in the type- 
writer. I rely upon it to hold the typewriter on the cabinet. 
I rely upon it to hold the cabinet on the floor. I rely upon 
it to hold the floor in its place in the building. I rely upon 
it to hold the building on its foundation. I rely upon 
it to hold the foundation in the earth. I rely upon it to 
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4 WHY THINGS HAPPEN TO HAPPEN 

keep the earth steadily in its course. I rely upon it to hold 
the atmosphere about the earth, giving me air to breathe. 
I rely upon in thousands of ways all the time. 

And so do you. 
It is quite impossible for us to realize the utter chaos 

which would reign if this law did not exist. 
The fact that it does exist enables us to forecast the 

future to some extent and act accordingly. 
For example, we erect buildings knowing that the law 

of gravitation will ordinarily keep them stable. They 
will not drop up into the sky. Only in exceptional cases 
will gravity be overcome. We take chances on these 
exceptions. We know by experience that they are suffi- 
ciently rare to make it feasible for us to proceed with 
our plans. And we know that the exceptions are not vio- 
lations of the law, but the application of superior force. 

If we did not have this law to rely upon, we would not 
erect buildings. It would not be worth while. 

Our reliance upon this law enables us to forecast the 
future so far as it goes. We can proceed with the affairs 
of life with the certainty that, in so far as this law affects 
them, it will always be on the job acting uniformly in the 
8ame way. 

People relied upon this law before it had a name. They 
knew something about its operation and acted accordingly. 

But our superior understanding of it enable8 u8 to take 
advantage of it to a greater extent, and to forecast the fu- 
ture in this respect to a greater degree. 

Our knowledge of it enable8 us to forecast the future 
along the lines of its functions. 

THE AID OF CERTAINTY. 
Suppose we did not understand the laws that govern 

&earn. 
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In that case, we would not build any railroads. There 
would not be a single steam engine or steamboat in ex- 
istence. 

Or, suppose that steam were not governed by any laws. 
Suppose it were a haphasard thing. Suppose it acted 

in one way at one time and in another way at another time. 
If that were the case, we would not think of taking 

chances on it. There would not be a railroad in existence. 
There would not be any steam power used in any industry. 

But, it so happens that steam is governed by laws and 
we have discovered what those laws are and how they 
operate. 

As a result, we can rely upon steam. 
We know what it will do and what it will not do. 
We are therefore able to forecast the future to that 

extent. 
We can go ahead building railways and introducing 

steam power in the industries, with perfect confidence 
that steam will draw the trains as usual and run the ma- 
chinery as usual. 

Again, suppose we did not understand any of the laws 
that govern electricity. 

In that case, we would not have any telegraphs, or 
telephones, or electric railways, or electric lights, or 
electric motors, or electric automobiles, or any of the 
numerous electrical appliances now in use. 

Or, suppose that electricity were not governed by any 
laws. 

Suppose it were a haphasard thing. Suppose it acted 
in one way at one time and in another way at another time. 

If that were the case, we would not think of taking chan- 
ces on it. There would be no electric lights, electric power, 
or electrical appliances in use whatsoever. 

But, it so happens that electricity is governed by laws 
and that we have discovered what some of those laws are 
and how they operate. 
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As a result, we can rely upon electricity just in so far 
as we understand these laws. 

To that extent we know what it will do and what it will 
not do. 

We are therefore able to forecast the future to that 
extent. 

We can go ahead putting in electric lights and electric 
power, and manufacturing electric c8rs and electric appli- 
ances, knowing that electricity will act in its accustomed 
manner. 

There 8re many other ways in which our knowledge of 
natural law enables us to forecast the future and to act 
with confidence in the results of our acts. 

Just in so far as we are ignorant of natural law, we are 
compelled either not to act at all or else to act blindly and 
trust to luck. 

In so far as we discover natural laws and apply them, 
just to that extent we are able to act with the conscious- 
ness of certainty instead of the confusion of uncertainty. 

TBE BEWILDERMENT OF, UNCERTAINTY. 
I want to call attention to one exceedingly important 

respect in which most of the people are still floundering 
in uncertainty because of ignorance of natural law. 

The majority of human beings at the present time do 
not know of any natural law governing society. 

It has seemed to them that things just happen to hap- 
pen, in a haphazard manner. 

Therefore, there has been utter bewilderment as to the 
meaning of past events. Also as to the significance of 
present conditions. Also as to whither past events and 
present conditions are urging us. 

Up to the middle of the nineteenth century, no intelli- 
gent theory on this subject had been formulated. We had 
made real progress in discovering the natural laws govern- 
ing inorganic matter, but when it came to natural laws 
governing society we seemed to be stuck. 
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It is true that previous to that time there was a sort of 
a theory--one which still persists in the minds of many 
of the people. 

It was the great man theory-the theory that history is 
made, institutions shaped, etc.,by great men sent into the 
world for the purpose of lifting humanity to a higher 
plane. 

Far be it from me to pluck a single leaf from the laurels 
of any truly great man. Great men have had a vast in- 
fluence upon the history of the world. 

But, while it is true that they have made history, it is 
also true that history made them. 

That is to say, they never have an appreciable effect 
upon the course of events unless the conditions are ripe. 
They do not make the conditions. They merely take ad- 
vantage of them. 

How the conditions come to be ripe, the great man 
theory does not explain. 

In other words, the great man theory is altogether in- 
adequate. It is as unsatisfactory as the definition given by 
the small boy who said that the spinal column is what 
keeps people from having legs clear up to the neck. 

THE ECONOMIC LAW. 
About the middle of the nineteenth century, Karl Marx 

and Frederick Engels discovered the natural law which 
is the main factor in governing society. 

Briefly stated, this is the law which they discovered: 
The mode of making a living is the main factor in deter- 
mining the nature of social institutions, the course of 
events, and the character and opinions of the people. 

Unfortunately, this law has several names-none of 
which are entirely accurate. 

It is sometimes called economic determinism. But 
that smacks of fatalism. 
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It is sometimes called the economic interpretation of 
history. While this is its most accurate name, it never- 
theless throws out the impression that this law applies 
only to the past, whereas it also applies to the present and 
the future. 

It is sometimes called historical materialism, or the 
materialistic conception of history. These are also open 
to the objection that they throw out the impression that 
this law applies only to the past. And both of them are 
open to the much more serious objection that they confuse 
this law with the philosophy of materialism. 

These two latter names have done this law much dam- 
age, both among its adherents and others. They have 
caused it to take on unwarranted meanings in the minds 
of many of its adherents. -And they have prejudiced 
others against it. 

The word materialism has acquired a meaning which 
makes it impossible to use it in this connection without 
running the risk of creating a confusion of thought and a 
misconception as to what is meant. 

The word materialism belongs to the anti-religionists. 
Materialism means the theory that matter is the central 

ultimate reality. It means that mind is merely an attri- 
bute of matter. It means that there is no such thing as 
spirit. It means that there is no such thing as mind 
separate and apart from the material brain. It means 
that death ends all. It means that there is no God. 

These things may be true or they may not be true. 
That question is entirely foreign to the law which we 

have under consideration. 
But, when this law is called historical materialism, or 

the materialistic conception of history, it is likely to be 
understood to mean that mind is an attribute of matter, 
that there is no such thing as spirit, etc. 
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As I do not want to encourage misconceptions,+ I will’ 
therefore call this law the economic interpretation of his- 
tory, because this seems to me the most nearly accurate 
of its various names. For short, let us call it the economic 
urge. This is not only short, but it is also more accurate 
than any of the accredited names. 

STATEMENT OF THE LAW. 
I am now going to make a few quotations from Socialist 

classics-and, as they are written in scientific language, 
I don’t want you to throw up your hands in holy horror 
and conclude that all the rest of this book is going to be as 
dry as dust. Bear with me for a few minutes and I promise 
you that you and I shall then have a jolly good time rol- 
licking through history hand in hand with a hop, skip and 
jump, peeping into all sorts of funny places td see if this 
law will poke its head out and say ‘boo” to us. 

The law of the economic interpretation of history was 
stated by Marx, in his book, “Critique of Political Econo-. 
my,” as follows : 

“In making their livelihood together, men enter into 
certain necessary involuntary relations with each other, 
industrial relations which correspond to whatever stage 
society has reached in the development of its material 
productive forces. 

“The totality of these industrial relations constitutes 
the economic structure of society, the real basis upon 
which the legal and political superstructure is built, and to 
which definite forms of social consciousness correspond. 

“The method of producing the material livelihood de- 
termines the social, political and intellectual life process in 
general. 

“It is not men’s consciousness which determines their 
life; on the contrary, it is their social life which deter- 
mines their consciousness. 

‘At a certain stage of their development the material 
productive forces of society come into conflict with the 
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old conditions of production, or, to use a legal expression, 
with the property relations under which these forces have 
hitherto been exerted. From forms of development of 
the productive forces, these relations turn into fetters of 
production. Then begins an epoch of social revolution. 
With the change of the economic basis, the whole vast 
superstructure undergoes sooner or later a revolution. 

“In considering such revolutions, one must constantly 
distinguish between the industrial revolution, to be care- 
fully posited scientifically, which takes place in the econ- 
omic conditions of production, and the legal, political, re- 
ligious, artistic or philosophical, in short ideological, forms 
wherein men become conscious of this conflict and fight it 
out. As little as we judge an individual by what he him- 
self thinks he is, just as little can we judge such a revolu- 
tionary epoch by its own consciousness. We must rather 
explain this consciousness out of the antagonism of men’s 
industrial life, out of the conflict existing between the 
forces of social production and the relations of social pro- 
duction. 

“A form of society never breaks down until all the pro- 
ductive forces are developed for which it affords room. 
New and higher relations of production are never estab- 
lished, until the material conditions of life to support them 
have been prepared in the lap of the old society itself. 
Therefore mankind always sets for itself only such tasks 
as it is able to perform ; for, upon close examination, it 
will always be found that the task itself only arises where 
the material conditions for its solution are aheady at hand 
or are at lea& in process of growth.” 

In other words, the mode of making a living is the main 
factor in determining the nature of social institutions, the 
course of events, and the character and opinions of the 
people. 

LIMITATIONS OF THE LAW. 
&IX and Engels did not claim that the economic factor 

is the sole factor in human affairs. 
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What they did claim is that the economic factor is the 
dominant one. 

Engels expressed himself on this point as follows : 
“Marx and I are partly responsible for the fact that the 

younger men have sometimes laid more stress on the eco- 
nomic side than it deserves. In meeting the attacks of 
our opponents it was necessary for us to emphasize the 
dominant principle, denied by them ; and we did not always 
have the time, place or opportunity to let the other fac- 
tors, which were concerned in the mutual action and re- 
action, get their deserts.” 

Again he said: 
“The factor which is in last instance decisive in history 

is the reproduction of actual life. More than this neither 
Marx nor I have ever asserted. But when anyone dis- 
torts this so as to read that the economic factor is the 
sole element, he converts the statement into a meaning- 
less, abstract, absurd phrase. The economic condition is 
the basis, but the various elements of the superstructure- 
the political forms of the class contests, and their results, 
the constitutions-the legal forms and also all the reflexes 
of these actual contests in the brains of the participants, 
the political, legal, philosophical theories, the religious 
views-all these exert an influence on the development of 
the historical struggles, and in many instances deter- 
mine their form.” 

THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA. 
The best way to make it clear that the economic urge 

is indeed a law-that economic conditions are the main 
factor in shaping the affairs of societies and peoples- 
is by illustration. 

In making such illustrations, one could go back to the 
beginnings of history. 

But I shall not take you on any long excursions into 
ancient history. Partly because I know you would go to 
sleep if I did. Partly because our knowledge of ancient 
conditions is at best so vague that the connections between 
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the economic causes and their effects cannot be traced 
with anything like the same vividness with which they can 
be discerned in more modern times where we are well 
acquainted with the conditions. 

Modern times are crammed full of overwhelming proofs 
of the existence, validity and potency of this law. 

The very discovery of America is one of the proofs. 
To say nothing of a long train of economic causes which 

led up to it, the immediate object of the expedition which 
resulted in the discovery of America was to find a short 
cut to India for the commerce of Spain. 

A short cut for commerce. 
An economic cause. 
The effect of the discovery of America upon the history 

of the world has been so great that it is altogether in- 
calculable. 

And it was due to an economic cause. 
It was due to the economic urge impelling the Spaniards 

to try to find a better way to get their products to market 
-a better way to help themselves in their process of 
making a living. 

THE PEOPLING OF OUR COUNTRY. 
The immigration to the United States from other 

countries, from the earliest times to the present, has been 
due to economic causes. 

Of course, there were a few hundred, or perhaps a few 
thousand of the many millions, who came here to escape 
religious persecution. 

But they are merely the exceptions that prove the rule. 
The vast millions upon millions of people who have 

come during the entire period since these migrations 
began have been lured by the prospect of bettering their 
economic condition. 

The report spread over the earth that in this country 
it was easy to make a good living-that there was a good 
chance to rise out of poverty. 



WHY THINGS HAPPEN TO HAPPEN 13 

Long ago, these reports were half true. 
They ceased to be true several decades ago, but were 

still diligently circulated. They were circulated by immi- 
gration companies whose economic interest led them to 
do so, in order to secure passengers to bring across the 
ocean. They were circulated by capitalists whose econo- 
mic interest led them to do so, in order to have a surplus 
of wage workers and thus beat down or keep down wages. 
They were circulated by Americans abroad who took de- 
light in fooling the natives, or who merely indulged in the 
prevalent American habit of exaggeration. 

For, the United States is the classic land of exaggera- 
tion. We exaggerate in our work, in our play, in our love, 
in our hate, in our wealth, in our poverty-in everything. 
Of course, Europeans also sometimes exaggerate. But 
they have no right to do it. They have no right to in- 
fringe upon our specialprerogative in that manner. And, 
in fact, they do not infringe upon it very much. Ian 
MacLaren said that American jokes were so vast, so 
stupendous, that a Scotchman could only listen to them 
in bewilderment. So, when a Scotchman hears about 
the man who leaned down from the steps of the limited 
to kiss his wife on the platform at South Bend, Indiana, 
and the train went so fast that he kissed a strange woman 
on the platform at Toledo, Ohio, he can only open his 
mouth in speechless amazement. And when an English- 
man hears how one of our mineral springs made a man’s 
liver so strong that when he died they had to take it out 
and kill it with a club, he does not know exactly whether * 
to marvel at the potency of our mineral water or to set the 
narrator down as a lunatic. But, in these instances, the 
exaggeration is conscious and premeditated. On the other 
hand, we constantly exaggerate unconsciously and as a 
matter of course. This is well illustrated by the fact that 
we call our country America, pompously ignoring the fact 
that there are a dozen or more of other countries in 
America besides the United States. One morning I rode 
into Chicago on a train on which one of the passengers 
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was a woman with three small children. Two young men 
were sitting near her. When the train stopped, one of the 
young men helped the woman and her,children off. As he 
left her and started to walk up to the waiting room, I 
heard him say to his companion, “I always pity a woman 
who has to travel with four hundred kids!” He was in 
earnest. His companion did not smile, nor look upon it 
as a joke, but agreed that it was too bad. I am sure 
that neither of them realized that it was exaggeration. 
But, in reality, the number of children stated was just 
three hundred and ninety-seven more than the woman 
had. That is the way many of our people talk habitually. 

Exaggeration, conscious and unconscious, without 
wrongful intent, was undoubtedly one of the factors in 
ta;dl immigrants to this country. But it was a minor 

. 
In the later decades, the chief stimulus of immigration 

was the misinformation diligently circulated by steam- 
ship companies and capitalists. 

But, in any event, the immigrants, whether led by de- 
signing misstatements or by careless exaggeration, came 
because they thought they could better their economic 
condition. 

And who can estimate the effect which this has had, 
upon our ‘institutions, upon the institutions of other 
countries, upon the course of events, upon the actions, 
feelings, morals, and beliefs of the people, etc., etc.? 

These effects are beyond calculation. All we can say is 
that they are sweeping, enormous. 

And they are due to the economic urge, pressing peopIe 
on to try to find better living conditions. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF SLAVERY. 
The introduction of chattel slavery in the United States 

was wholly due to economic causes. 
This institution did not just happen to come into 

existence. 
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It was not due to mere cussedness. 
Of course, it is hard to call beings men when they en- 

gage in such an infamous business as catching people and 
enslaving them. One feels like calling them monsters, or 
so-called men, or some other name that will attempt to 
relieve the human race of responsibility for them. Yet, 
they were no worse than the capitalists of the present day 
who take for themselves most of the earnings of the work- 
ing masses. Economic interest is the cause in both cases. 

Africans were lured or forced upon the slave trading 
ships and brought to this country solely because it was 
financially profitable. 

It was profitable to those who owned the slave trading 
ships. 

It was profitable to those who purchased the slaves 
when they arrived. 

The causes of the introduction of this “peculiar insti- 
tution” were therefore entirely economic. 

And it is unnecessary to remind you that chattel slavery 
made history in this country. 

THE REVOLUTION. 
The United States rebelled against EngIand for econo- 

mic reasons. 
The Declaration of Independence enumerates two or 

three dozen reasons for rebellion, and they are practically 
all economic reasons. Some of them do not so appear on 
their face. But, it only requires a casual glance at the 
causes back of them to reveal their economic basis. 

England had almost entirely prevented the colonies 
from engaging in commerce with the rest of the world. 

Taxes were imposed upon the colonists without their 
consent. 

Troops were @rtered upon the people. 
Trisrl by jury was denied. 
Legislatures were dissolved. 
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A multitude of new offices were created and swarms of 
officers were sent over “to harass our people, and eat out 
their substance.” 

And many other tyrannical acts of a like character 
were performed by England. 

These were not separate and unattached deviltries. 
They were perpetrated by England for the purpose of 

helping her to enforce her despotic economic measures 
against the colonists. 

England prevented the colonies from trading with the 
rest of the world, not because of pure unadulterated malig- 
nity, but because it was to her economic interest to have 
all the benefit of the commerce of the colonies herself. 

The whole power of the British government was used 
for the purpose of draining the wealth of the colonies 
into England. 

It was this-these economic reasons-this economic 
urge-that caused the colonies to rebel. 

The very existence of the United States as a separate 
nation is therefore due to economic causes. 

THE CIVIL WAR. 
The civil war in this country was due to economic 

causes. 
The financial interests of the North were antagonistic to 

financial interests of the South. 
Not that there was no disinterested and unselfish de- 

votion to the cause of abolition. There was a great deal 
of ,it. But, even this unselfish devotion had its roots in 
economic conditions. That is to say, the unselfish aboli- 
tionists were endeavoring to abolish an economic con- 
dition. 

For, chattel slavery was an economic condition. It was 
the economic condition in which about four million black 
peopIe then lived, just as wage slavery is the economic 
condition in which a majority of the people, both white and 
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black, now live. It was also an economic condition which 
closely affected the lives and financial interests of millions 
of people besides the slaves themselves. 

It was to the economic interest of the slave holders to 
retain chattel slavery. Or, at least, they thought it was. 
And they followed what they believed to be their economic 
interest. 

It was to the economic interest of the rest of the nation 
that chattel slavery should be limited to the Southern 
states and not be permitted to spread farther. 

So the war came on. And, while on, chattel slavery 
was abolished altogether. 

The war was therefore caused by economic conditions. 
The tragedy of it is beyond words. 
The far reaching effects in many directions are beyond 

calculation. 
And all due to the economic urge. 

HISTORIC EVENTS. 
What have we discovered so far in our excursion? 
We have found that certain epoch making historic 

events have been due to economic causes. 
The discovery of America. 
The peopling of our country. 
The introduction of slavery. 
The revolution of 1776. 
The civil war of 1861. 
These are the landmarks which stand out most con- 

spicuously in the history of the United States. 
Were we so inclined we could go back into the history 

of the human race and find that practically all the great 
epoch making events therein have been due to economic 
causes. 

We would find that changing methods of making a living 
caused aniient barbarism to merge into the fist stage of 
civilization-chattel slavery. 
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We would find that basic economic changes caused 
ancient chattel slavery to merge into the feudal system. 

We would find that basic economic changes caused 
feudalism to merge into capitalism. 

We would find that, although personal ambition, and 
hatred, and love, and religion, etc., were considerable fac- 
tors, yet the economic conditions, the method of making 
a living, the economic needs and desires of the people- 
the economic urge-was at the bottom of the great events 
of history. 

In short, what is true of our own country in this regard 
is also true of all other countries and of the whole of 
civilization. 

But we shall not stop here, although we have proved 
our case. Let us return to our own country and note some 
further illustrations of the truth of the economic inter- 
pretation. 

POLITICAL PARTIES. 
Political parties, and the principles and policies forwhich 

they stand, are due to economic causes. 
This is true of the political parties of all countries. 
But we are more familiar with the parties in our own 

country. So we will confine our examination to them. 
With a few.minor exceptions, the political parties in this 

country have always represented the economic interests 
of certain classes or groups of the population. 

The federalist party, led by Alexander Hamilton, repre- 
sented the economic interests of the rich merchants and 
other capitalists who were grouped on the Atlantic coast 
in those days. 

The first republican party, led by Thomas Jefferson, 
represented the economic interests of the farmers and 
pioneer settlers. 

The first republican party afterward became the demo- 
cratic party, led for a time by Andrew Jackson. It also 
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represented the economic interests of the farmers and pio- 
neer settlers. But, as time went on, it came more and more 
to represent the economic interests of the slave holders 
of the South. For some time previous to the civil war, 
it had ceased to represent the economic interests of the 
farmers and pioneer settlers and came to represent the 
economic interests of the slave holders solely. 

The Whig party represented the economic interests of 
the Northern capitalists, and also of the farmers and pio- 
neer settlers in so far as they were interested in free soil. 
It represented the interests of the capitalists mainly, 
however, and neglected the interests of the farmers and 
pioneer settlers to such an extent that about the middle 
of the nineteenth century they proceeded to form another 
party, which they called the Republican party. It also 
represented the interests of the Northern capitalists to 
some extent. 

After the civil war was over, the Republican party ceased 
to represent the economic interests of the farmers and 
pioneer settlers and came to represent aImost exclusively 
the economic interests of the great capitalists of the 
North, whose wealth and power and influence were in-. 
creasing rapidly. 

The Democratic party still represented the economic in- 
terests of the South mainly. And it was as backward and 
out of date as the section it represented. 

The Greenback and Populist parties represented the 
economic interests of the debt-ridden farmers who were 
in the grip of the money loaners and the capitalists in 
general. 

Political parties are the reflections of economic condi- 
tions. 

They are like pictures thrown upon the curtain by a 
stereopticon. 

Each phase of the economic situation throws its own 
reflection upon the political curtain in the form of one or 
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more separate and distinct political parties. Gr, some- 
times one party represents more than one phase. This 
can only be done when there is something in common 
between these phases. Where two classes have opposite 
interests-as the capitalist class and the working class- 
it is impossible for one political party to represent both, 
though there are two parties which falsely pretend to do 
so-the Republican party and the Democratic party. 

When a particular phase of the economic situation be- 
comes of minor importance, the corresponding picture 
fades. That is, the party wanes. 

When an economic phase disappears, the picture disap- 
pears. Or, if it does not disappear, it comes to represent 
some other phase. In that case, it is a moving picture. 

For example, there are some short-sighted people who 
say they are going to stay with the Republican party be- 
cause it was in the right in 1860. 

They do not realize that the present Republican party 
did not exist in 1860 at all. 

The Republican party of 1860 was largely the reflection 
of the economic interests sf the farmers and pioneer set- 
tlers of the North. They wanted free soil in the new 
states. They were therefore opposed to the extension of 
chattel slavery. 

When chattel slavery was abolished, that economic 
phase was ended. 

The republican party-the reflection of that economic 
phase on the political curtain-therefore faded and died. 

That is, it died so far as its representation of that 
economic phase was concerned. 

Of course, its name remained. 
So does the name of George Washington remain. 
We have quite a few men whose names are George 

Washington. 
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But they are not the real George Washington. They 
merely bear his name. 

So with the Republican party. 

It ceased to represent the economic phase which it had 
been representing and came to represent another economic 
phase. 

Its name and its great prestige were siezed upon by the 
capitalist class. It came to represent almost exclusively 
the economic interests of that class. It represents the 
economic interests of that class today. 

And any man who stays with the Republican party 
of today because the Republican party of 1860 was in the 
right is just as short-sighted and illogical as a man who 
would insist that one of our present day George Washing- 
tons is the father of his country. 

He is just as illogical as a man who would cheer the 
picture of a heroic rescue, and then cheer the picture of a 
brutal murder, just because both pictures were on the 
same film. 

The picture has moved. 

The capitalist class is so acutely alive to the fact that it 
must control the political power if it is to continue to con- 
trol the economic power, that it endeavors to control all po- 
litical parties except the one whose very object is to abol- 
ish capitalism and introduce Socialism. 

The capitalist class therefore has more than one re- 
flection on the curtain. It has two reflections-the Re- 
publican party and the Democratic party. 

The Republican party reflects mainly the economic in- 
terests of the larger capitalists. There is, however, a 
so-called progressive wing to the party. This so-called 
progressive wing is made up of smaller capitalists and 
business and professional men. To this extent, the party 
also reflects the economic interests of these people. 
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In 1896, the Democratic party in addition to represent- 
ing the economic interests of the South, which it had done 
for a number of decades, came to represent the economic 
interests of the small capitalists and little business men 
who were in the agony of being swallowed by the trusts. 
It also reflected what the debt-ridden farmers believed 
to be their economic interests. It therefore took over the 
function of the Populist party, and the Populist party fad- 
ed away and gradually disappeared. 

By the year 1900, the big capitalists had made consider- 
able inroads upon the Democratic party, but it still largely 
represented the same economic interests that it represent- 
ed in 1896. 

In 1904, however, the Democratic party ceased to repre- 
sent that phase chiefly, though it still represented it to 
some extent. It was captured by the big capitalists and 
reflected their economic interests mainly. 

It still reflects the economic interests of the big capita- 
lists chiefly. But it also represents the economic interests 
of the smaller capitalists and business men to a large 
extent. 

Neither of these parties represents the economic in- 
terests of the great working masses who constitute the 
majority of the people. They both pretend to do so, but it 
is merely a pretense for the purpose of catching votes and 
retainmg power. The economic interests of the capital- 
ist class and the working class are antagonistic. It is 
therefore an impossibility for any political party to rep- 
resent the economic interests of both of them. 

The Socialist party represents the economic interests of 
the great working masses-the wage workers and the far- 
mers-all the disinherited who are exploited out of most 
of their earnings and deprived of equal opportunity. It 
represents the economic interests of about ninety per cent 
of the people. As fast as they come to realize this fact 
they leave the other parties and give their adherence to 
the Socialist party. 
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We have seen, therefore, that all political parties of 
any importance are due to economic causes, and that they 
reflect economic interests. 

It is the economic urge that causes their formation. 
It is the economic urge that causes people to flock to 

them and sweep them into power. 
It is the economic urge that causes them to pass laws 

that vitally affect the lives of the people. 
LAWS AND ORDINANCES. 

The bills and resolutions considered and passed by con- 
gress and by the various state legislatures are usually due 
to economic causes. Also the ordinances and resolutions 
considered and adopted by the various city councils. 

The statutes of these various bodies are crammed with 
illustrations of this fact. 

Watch the preceedings of congress, and you will find 
that day after day it devotes its attention to revenue bills, 
currency bills, pension bills, appropriation bills, and other 
bills arising out of the economic conditions. 

The bills that are to the interest of the economic phase 
that is reflected by the party in power have a good chance 
of adoption. 

Those that are to the interest of some other economic 
phase do not have a good chance of adoption. 

Therefore, at the present time, bills that are to the in- 
terest of the capitalists have a good chance of adoption. 
They are adopted unless they are so rank that their spon- 
sors fear to pass them, lest it should result in more people 
flocking to the Socialist party. 

Bills in the interest of the working masses have small 
chances of adoption at the present time. A few minor 
ones are adopted, however, because they are scared out of 
the capitalist parties. They adopt them out of fear lest 
more people will flock to the Socialist party in case they 
are not adopted. 
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Watch the proceedings of any state legislature, and 
you will find it engaged in considering bills and resolutions 
arising out of economic conditions, just as congress does, 
only on a smaller scale. 

Attend the meetings of any city council, and meeting 
after meeting you will find it devoting its attention to or- 
dinances and resolutions about paving, sewering, streets, 
alleys, telephone poles, licenses, sidewalks, bridges, fran- 
chises, etc. Only exceptionally does it take up anything 
not based on economic conditions. 

The laws and ordinances adopted by all these bodies 
intimately affect the lives of the people, the institutions of 
the country, and the course of events. 

And they are nearly all due to the economic urge. 

LITIGATION. 

Nearly all the litigation going on in the courts arises 
out of economic conditions. 

There are a few exceptions, but, as usual, the exceptions 
merely prove the rule. 

A man, a company, or a corporation, sues another for 
money said to be due. Or to compel the carrying out of 
a contract involving money or property. Or for damages 
for breach of contract. Or for damage to the person. 
Or for damage to reputation. Or for damage to proper- 
ty. Or to enjoin someone from interfering with property. 

The suits which involve money, property, or pecuniary 
damages, make up the bulk of the civil docket. 
suits: of course, are economic. 

All such 
They arise out of economic 

conditions. 

The criminal cases are largely economic also. All of 
the cases of theft, burglary, arson, and other property 
crimes, are economic. And most of the cases of assault, 
murder, and other crimes against the person, arise out of 
economic conditions. 
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Even the divorce cases are usually due to economic 
conditions. 

Most law suits are not very far reaching in their results. 
But, taking them all in all, they have a vast effect upon 

the lives and happiness of the people and upon the in- 
stitutions of the country and the course of events. 

Now and then a case arises which affects the interests 
of the whole people, or a large portion of the people. 

The Dartmouth College case profoundly affected the 
course of industrial events. The ruling class had control 
of the supreme court and got the decision it wanted. 

The Dred Scott case affected the whole nation. The 
slave holders had control of the supreme court and got the 
decision they wanted. It helped to bring on the civil war, 
with all its multitudinous consequences to the lives and 
joys and sorrows of the people, the institutions of the 
country, and the course of events. 

The income tax decision affected practically every citi- 
zen, directly or indirectly, and made it necessary to amend 
the constitution. 

Decisions upholding the capitalists as against the work- 
ers have profoundly affected the interests of the millions 
of wage workers. They are due to the fact that the capi- 
talists have control of the courts and therefore get the 
decisions they want. Of course there are exceptions. 
The rising Socialist vote sometimes scares decisions out 
of the courts which they do not want to make. 

CODES OF MORALS. 
The prevailing code of morals is largely due to economic 

causes. The same is true of past codes of morals. 
By morals, or ethics, I mean the opinion of the people 

as to what is right and wrong. 
What the people consider right and wrong in their treat- 

ment of each other-that is their code of morals. 
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There are a great many of our ideas of right and wrong 
which we inherit from the past-both from the proximate 
past and from the remote past. 

There are a good many ideas of right and wrong which 
are common to all classes of the people. 

But there are various ideas of right and wrong which 
are imposed upon the people by the ruling class-the 
capitalist class-because it is to its economic interest to 
do so. 

Whatever is to the economic interest of the capitalist 
class-that the capitalist class considers right, and it tries 
to impose that idea upon the rest of the people. 

Whatever is against the economic interest of the capi- 
talist class-that the capitalist class considers wrong, and 
it tries to impose that idea upon the rest of the people. 

The code of morals of the ruling class is always the pre- 
vailing code until that class reaches the stage where it is 
about to be conquered by another class. 

During the first centuries of civilization, when chattel 
slavery existed all over the civilized world, chattel slavery 
was considered right. Chattel slavery was at that time 
to the economic interest of the ruling class-the masters 
-and they therefore considered it right and tried to im- 
pose that idea upon the rest of the people. As soon as 
chattel slavery became unprofitable, it was considered 
wrong. The same phenomenon was repeated in the Unit- 
ed States in more recent times. In the South, where chat- 
tel slavery was profitabIe, it was considered right. The 
ruling class of the South imposed that idea upon the rest 
of the Southern people. They did it successfully. Even the 
churches of the South vehemently defended chattel slav- 
ery. They claimed that it was a divine institution. The 
common whites of the South, who did not own any slaves, 
were so thoroughly imbued with the idea that slavery was 
right that they actually went to war in large numbers and 
gave up their lives and limbs by the thousands to defend 
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the idea. In the North, where chattel slavery was un- 
profitable, it was considered wrong. It actually was 
wrong for other reasons than economic. A few of the 
Northern people were against it for other than economic 
reasons, as I pointed out before. But, the reason the bulk 
of the Northern people believed it to be wrong was because 
chattel slavery was against their economic interest. 

When the ancient system of chattel slavery merged into 
the feudal system, a new code of morals, suited to the new 
economic conditions, came into being. The ruling class- 
the feudal lords-considered everything right that was 
to their interest. They considered everything wrong that 
was against their interest. They imposed these ideas 
of right and wrong upon the rest of the people. 

But when, inside the feudal system, the trading class 
began to rise, it began to evolve a moral code of its own, 
based upon its own economic interests. As the trading 
class grew in numbers and importance, this code gradually 
overcame the code of the feudal lords. 

Finally, the trading class, now known as the capitalist 
class, became the dominant class. The feudal system 
merged into the capitalist system. And the capitalist 
code became the prevailing code. 

At the present time, the capitalist code of morals is 
still the prevailing code, although the rising working class, 
with its new code, based upon its economic interests, is 
gradually substituting its code for the capitalist code. 

THE CAPITALIST CODE. 4 

The capitalists consider it wrong for workingmen to try 
to get higher wages and shorter work days. 

They consider it wrong for workingmen to try to get 
better conditions of labor. 

They consider it wrong for workingmen to try to get 
the full value of their labor. 

They consider it wrong for workingmen to strike for 
better conditions, higher wages, and shorter work days. 
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They consider it wrong for workingmen to vote for 
their own interests. 

They consider it wrong for workingmen to try to get 
congress and the state legislatures to pass laws favorable 
to labor. 

They consider it wrong to agitate for any laws that 
would interfere with vested rights. 

They consider it wrong to agitate for any laws that 
would interfere with property interests. 

They consider it wrong for unions to make rules that 
unite workingmen together instead of leaving each one at 
the mercy of the capitalists. 

They consider it wrong for workingmen to form unions 
at all. 

They consider it wrong to criticise the courts for in- 
famous decisions against workingmen. 

They consider it wrong to agitate for collectively owned 
municipal utilities. 

They consider it wrong to agitate for collectively owned 
trusts. 

They consider it wrong to advocate that money should 
be issued by the nation only. 

They consider it wrong to call attention to the bad con- 
ditions existing in the industries. 

They consider it wrong to try to remedy these condi- 
tions in any way. 

On the other hand, they consider it right for capitalists 
to own the industries which the working masses have to 
use in order to make a living. 

They consider it right to pay the men who do the work 
only a fraction of the value of their labor. 

They consider it right to keep the rest themselves. 
They consider it right to take what belongs to others, 

provided it is done on a big scale. 



WHY THINGS HAPPEN TO HAPPEN 29 

They consider it right to send detectives among the 
workingmen to break up their unions. 

They consider it right to hire abandoned wretches to 
scab on their fellow workers who are striking for a decent 
living. 

They consider it right to use the courts, the police, the 
militia, and the regular army, to prevent workingmen 
from gaining a decent living. 

They consider it right to hire thugs to stir up violence 
during labor troubles, in order to create public sentiment 
against the workingmen. 

They consider it right to trump up false charges against 
the officials of working class organizations, and put them 
in jail, in order to prevent the members of the organiza- 
tion from gaining a decent living. 

They consider it right to throw every legal obstacle in 
the way of workingmen securing better working con- 
ditions. 

They consider it right to make a struggle in the courts 
to nullify every law passed in the interest of the working 
masses. 

They consider it right to live off the labor of others. 
They consider it right to own the places where the mas- 

ses have to live, and to charge them enormous rent. 
They consider it right to own the things which the 

masses have to eat and wear, and to charge them enor- 
mous prices. 

They consider it right to corner the wealth, and thus 
keep the masses of the people in poverty and bar them 
out from the higher things of life. 

Obviously, the reason the capitalists believe these 
things is because their economic interests lead them to d.o 
so. 

The capitalists impose these ideas upon the rest of the 
people. 
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They take every means of emphasizing them, so that 
the people may be led to believe, or to continue believing, 

’ that they are true. 
The capitalists own most of the daily papers-though 

the Socialists are gradually making inroads upon them 
in that regard-and in the capitalist dailies it is always 
taken for granted that the capitalist code of morals is cor- 
rect. By all manner of insinuating methods these papers 
impose that code upon the people. 

The capitalists control most of the churches-though 
the Socialists are also gradually making inroads upon 
them in that regard-and in the churches controlled by 
the capitalists it is always taken for granted that the 
capitalist code of morals is correct. 

The capitalists control most of the schools-though the 
Socialists are also gradually making inroads upon them in 
that regard-and they use the schools for the purpose of 
imposing the capitalist code of morals upon the rising 
generation. 

The capitalists use every available means of spreading 
the idea that the present legal property rights, which en- 
able the few to rob the many, are sacred. 

They teach honesty, because it is to their interest that 
others should be honest, although they themselves use 
every dishonest method that will enable them to gouge the 
masses out of most of the value of their labor. 

They teach truthfulness, because it is to their interest 
that others should be truthful, although they themselves 
use every kind of deception that will help them to succeed 
in their schemes of robbery. They proceed on the assump- 
tion that a lie is “an abomination unto the Lord and a very 
present help in time of trouble.” 

THE SOCIALIST CODE. 
The rising working class also has a code of morals. 
It is constantly encroaching upon the capitalist code. 



WHY THINGS HAPPEN TO HAPPEN 31 

The working class code of morals-which may as well 
be called the Socialist code, for that is what it is-also 
springs from economic interests. It springs from the 
economic interests of the working class. 

Of course the Socialist code is not a completely new 
code, but it differs from previous codes in certain vital 
respects arising out of economic conditions. 

The Socialists consider it wrong for private individuals 
and private corporations to own industries which others 
have to use in order to earn a living. 

They consider it wrong for capitalists and their satel- 
lites to live off the labor of others. 

They consider it wrong to prevent the passage of laws 
favorable to labor. 

They consider it wrong to make industrial slaves of 
children. 

They consider it wrong for a workingman to violate the 
solidarity of his class by scabbing. 

They consider it wrong for congress, the state legis- 
latures and the city councils to pass legislation which is 
against the interests of the working class. 

They consider it wrong for the courts to render deci- 
sions that are against the interests of the working class. 

They consider it wrong for money to be issued by pri- 
vate corporations, the banks. 

They consider it wrong to use the courts, the police, the 
militia, and the regular army, to prevent workingmen 
from getting a decent living. 

They consider it wrong to hire thugs to stir up strife 
during labor troubles. 

They consider it wrong to trump up false charges 
against labor officials and put them in jail in order to 
cause strikes to fail. 

They consider it wrong to throw legal obstacles in the 
way of the workingmen securing a, decent living. 
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They consider it wrong to corner the wealth and thus 
keep the masses of the people in poverty and bar them 
out from the higher things in life. 

They consider it wrong for private parties to own the 
places where the masses have to live and charge them 
more than cost for the use of the same. 

They consider it wrong for private parties to own the 
things which the masses have to eat and wear, and charge 
them more than cost for same. 

On the other hand, they consider it right for working- 
men to try to get higher wages and shorter work days. 

They consider it right for workingmen to try to get 
better conditions of labor. 

’ 

They consider it right for workingmen to strike for 
better conditions, higher wages and shorter work days. 

They consider it right for workingmen to vote for their 
own interests. 

They consider it right for the workingmen to try to get 
congress and the state legislatures to pass laws favorable 
to labor. 

They consider it right to agitate for laws to improve 
the conditions of the working masses, no matter if they 
would interfere with vested rights. 

They consider it right to agitate for laws that would 
interfere with the property interests which make the 
masses of the people the slaves of the few. 

They consider it right to call attention to the bad con- 
ditions existing in the industries. 

They consider it right that the useful workers should re- 
ceive the full value of their labor. 

They consider it right that the industries now used by 
the capitalists, for the purpose of exploiting the masses out 
of most of the value of their labor should be collectively 
owned and controlled, in order that all the people may 
receive the full value of their labor and have access to the 
higher things in life. 
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Of course there are dozens of other ideas of right and 
wrong that grow out of those which I have mentioned. 

The Socialist code of morals is constantly encroaching 
upon the capitalist code. 

The capitalist code is still the prevailing code. 
But the Socialist code is gradually supplanting it. 

NOW WHERE ARE WE? 

Again, let us take stock and see what we have dis- 
covered thus far in our excursion. 

We have found the following extremely important 
events, i:lstitutions and conditions due to economic causes : 

The discovery of America. 
The peopling of our country. 
The introduction of chattel slavery in this country. 
The revolution of 1’776. 
The civil war of 1861. 
The ancient system of chattel slavery. 
The feudal system. 
The capitalist system. 
Political parties. 
Laws and ordinances. 
Litigation. 
Codes of morals. 
This is amply sufficient to demonstrate the truth of 

the assertion which we started out to prove-that the 
economic urge is the main factor in shaping social insti- 
tutions, the course of events, and the character and opin- 
ions of the people. 

But, let’s go ahead with additional proofs, until they 
are heaped up and running all over the premises. 

Nobody shall be allowed to escape believing this truth 
for lack of superabundant demonstration. 
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WESTWARD HO! 
Not only the filling of our country with immigrants 

from other countries, but also the movement of the people . 
gradually and persistently from the Atlantic to the Pacif- 
ic, spreading out over the entire expanse of the nation, 
was due to economic causes. 

In colonial days, the settlements skirted the Atlantic 
coast. They penetrated but a short distance back from 
the coast into the interior. 

But, there was a gradual penetration of the interior. 
The settlers kept pushing a little farther westward, and 
a little farther westward, year after year, and decade 
after decade. 

The frontier-the border-was pushed constantly, little 
by little, toward the west. The Indians put up a fierce 
but hopeless struggle against this inevitable absorption 
of their domain. They were gradually overcome. The 
frontier was pushed westward until it was pushed into the 
Pacific Ocean-or went up in blue smoke-or whatever you 
like. Anyhow, it disappeared. It ceased to exist, for 
the entire country was settled. Not that it would not con- 
tain many times as many people. But it has practically 
all been settled after a fashion. 

The immigrants from other countries have not as a 
rule been the prime movers in this process. As they had 
torn up their home roots and were foot loose, it might be 
supposed t!iat they would have been. But they as a rule 
settled in the cities. Some of them, however, did go to 
the frontier. 

But, the prime movers in the process were those who 
were already living farther to the eastward and who pulled 
up stakes and moved west. 

Why did they do this? 
They had all the power of inertia to keep them where 

they were. 
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They had all the sacredness of home and birthplace and 
the old folks and the old friends, to keep them there. 

Why did they do it ? 
In my travels, I have witnessed heart-rending scenes of 

parting at depots when families were leaving for the West 
or Southwest. I will give you a typical instance: 

The household goods had been duly stowed away in a 
freight car. Also the teams and farm machinery. The 
immediate necessities were packed in valises and bundles 
on the platform. Relatives and friends had congregated 
to see them off. Women were sobbing softly and bidding 
one another to take good care of father and mother, or 
the bab;:, as the case might be. Men, with that foolish 
something inherited from the days of chivalry causing 
them to imagine that tears are unmanly, were speaking 
brave words with drawn faces, dry eyes and broken voices. 
From far in the distance there broke upon all ears a wee 
slight sound, almost like the cooing of a dove-two long 
coos and two short ones-the incoming passenger train 
whistling for a crossing. It sent a chill of despair over 
the group. The moment of parting was almost at hand. 
The sobs and caresses of the women increased. The 
drawn faces of the men became paler. Again the sound 
came, louder this time, a mile nearer. Curling smoke 
could be seen silhouetted against the sky. It grew larger 
and larger. Then the train swung round a bend and ap- 
peared in full view, rushing madly forward splendid, irre- 
sistible and heartless. A rush of steam was seen, and then 
it let out a piercing scream and began to slow down for the 
station. At this signal, arms were wrapped about loved 
ones, heads were pillowed on shoulders and breasts, the 
last caresses were given, and the train steamed away, 
carrying broken hearts with it and leaving broken hearts 
behind. 

I have described this scene before audiences in some of 
the newer states-such as Idaho and Oklahoma-and the 
tears that came into some of the eyes before me proved 
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the realism of it. They knew. They had been through 
it. The description took them back to the old home, the 
old folks, the old friends, the old associations. 

Why did they leave? 
It meant heartbreak and homesickness and separation 

from those they longed to see. Often it meant separation 
for life. 

Why this apparent trifling with things that were 
sacred ? 

Why did they tear their heart strings loose and go 
away ? 

There is only one explanation. They believed that they 
could better their economic condition. They thought they 
could get homes of their own. They thought they could 
get more of the necessities and comforts of life, and give 
their children a better education and a better chance in 
life, and so forth. 

In other words, it was the economic urge that pushed 
the frontier from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

THE HUNTER TYPE. 
The different types of people who live and have lived 

are and have been molded by the economic surroundings. 
Again, we could go back to the beginning of history and 

prove our point with every type of people that has ever 
existed. All of them have reflected their economic sur- 
roundings. 

But we will content ourselves with an illustration or 
two from our own country. 

There was the hunter type. 
A good example of this type was Daniel Boone. 
Daniel Boone was a child of the frontier, a product of 

the border. He loved the border. He loved the silent 
forest. Solitude had no terrors for him. When people 
began to settle around him too thickly, he moved into the 
forest again. 
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It was in 1767 when he made his first move. He went 
from Pennsylvania into the virgin forest of North Caro- 
lina. 

In 1769, he pushed on into Kentucky, which was then 
a hunting ground of the Indians. The savages did not 
look with pleasure upon any white invasion of their hunt- 
ing grounds. 

There Boone hunted and trapped. There he founded 
the village of Boonesborough. 

His border life was one of constant danger. His rifle 
and hunting knife were his most intimate companions. 
His encounters with the savages were many and bloody. 
He learnod their ways so well that he could beat them at 
their own game. One day when he was attacked by two 
stalwart braves, and they and he were behind trees trying 
to get a chance to shoot, he maneuvered so artfully that he 
drew the fire of both of them. Then, before they could 
reload their rifles, he proceeded to kill one of them with 
his gun and the other with his knife. 

The Indians called him the Great Long Knife. They 
had good reason to do so, for he ran his long knife into 
many of them. 

Three times they captured him, and he was in deadly 
peril of being burnt at the stake with all the tortures they 
could devise. But three times he escaped. 

Once his escape was due to the fancy of an old woman. 
She had lost her son in battle and she wanted to adopt 
Boone to take his place. So, instead of burning him at the 
stake as they had intended, they adopted him into the 
tribe-the Shawnese. They pulled all his hair out but a 
scalp lock. They took him into the water and thoroughly 
scrubbed him to wash out the white blood. Then they 
daubed him with paint. He pretended to like this treat- 
ment. He appeared so perfectly satisfied that they gradu- 
ally gave him considerable freedom. They allowed him to 
hunt alone, but they carefully measured his ammunition, 
so that he would not have enough to get away on. He cut 
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the bullets in two. He used a short allowance of powder. 
He accumulated bullets and powder in this way and hid 
them in the woods. Selecting an opportune time, he made 
a dash for liberty. He ran most of the time for five days 
and nights, with the Indians in hot pursuit, and reached 
Boonesborough in safety. 

By 1802, people became too numerous around Boones- 
borough. So he moved on westward into the forest. 

A few years later, people became too thick around his 
new abode. He then pushed on west of the Mississippi 
River. He built a cabin on the bank of the Missouri 
River, some fifty miles up from St. Louis. 

He was eighty-five years of age, and a mighty hunter 
still, when Washington Irving and his comrades, bound for 
the Pacific coast, stopped to see him. 

As the expedition left him and started up the Missouri, 
destined to meet many adventures in crossing the track- 
less plains, penetrating the virgin forests, and climbing 
the snow-capped mountains, the old man stood on the river 
bank and gazed after them, wistfully, his border heart 
longing to go with them. But he was too old. 

He hunted and trapped until he died of old age. 
He was a product of his economic surroundings. The 

way he made his living was what made him. 
Such a man could only be produced on the border, alive 

with game and alive with savages. 
He and his type are dead. The possibility of producing 

such a man as Daniel Boone, died when the border died. 
THE PIONEER SETTLER TYPE. 

The hunter type was the first and farthermost on the 
frontier. 

He was followed by the settler type, the pioneer type. 
The early settlers were unlike any other class of men 

and women that have ever existed, here or .elsewhere. 
In some respects-their sturdy qualities-they resem- 

bled the hunter type. 
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But they were not rovers. 
They brought their families into the new region and 

settled down. They built their little cabins in the woods 
or on the prairie. They carved clearings out of the woods, 
cleared away the brush and stumps with infinite labor, 
and tilled the soil. Or, they broke the prairie sod with 
their oxen and breaking plows. 

F’rimitive, deprived of nearly everything that savored 
of civilization, seldom seeing their distant neighbors, their 

, lives were solitary. 
When a wandering member of the human family came . 

along, he was welcomed with open arms. Such as they 
had was set before him with joy. They were transported 
with pleasure to have an opportunity to talk with him. 

As the settlers increased in numbers, the little school 
house appeared. The children learned the three R’s. 
And there was the literary society on winter nights. 
And the spelling school. And the settlers and their wives 
and babies went-as well as the, school boys and girls. 
There was a rough gay time. And they hated to go home 
-for their lives were isolated. 

Now and then, a family blew itself. By working hard, 
they managed to get the work well enough in hand to go 
and visit a whole day with a neighbor’s family a few miles 
distant. 

But most of their lives were spent in arduous toil. Sim- 
plicity could scarcely have been carried farther. Hard- 
ship was their daily lot. It made its due impress upon 
their appearance, their manners, their speech, and their 
thoughts. 

They were stoical, enduring the most exhausting labor 
and the most stringent deprivation like martyrs. 

I have in mind two persons of this type-a young man 
and a young woman. 

They lived in a little cabin on the naked prairie, with 
neighbors few and far between. 
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One midwinter day when there was a fierce blizzard rag- 
ing on the prairie, in which the husband could’ not have 
lived to go for a doctor, or even for a neighbor’s wife, the 
most epochal juncture that ever comes in a woman’s life 
came to that young woman. 

And, under those frightful conditions, with a forti- 
tude never surpassed by the renowned heroes whose 
names are emblazoned in the halls of fame, that young 
woman went down into the valley of the shadow of death 
and met and conquered fate. If she had not, I would not 
be here to write this. 

They were types of the sturdy pioneers. 3 
The way the pioneers made their living was what made 

them. They were the product of their economic sur- 
roundings. 

They have done .a great deal to engender and to foster 
the spirit of liberty in this country. 

THE PLAINSMAN TYPE. 
One evening I was billed to speak at a country school 

house on a mesa twenty-five miles up from a little village 
in a valley in the Rocky mountains. 

For the benefit of those who are not familiar with moun- 
tains, let me say that a mesa is the flat top of a mountain 
range. Some mountain ranges have mesas on top of them 
and others haven’t. 

This one was below the timber line. It was a fertile 
region peopled with farmers; bears and mountain lions. 

It took us most of the day to drive up. The whole 
neighborhood came to the meeting. When it closed and 
we started to go, a drizzling rain was falling and it was 
pitch dark, so dark that I could not see my hand before 
my eyes. 

We-two residents of the valley and I-borrowed a lan- 
tern, fastened it to the dashboard of the buggy, dropped 
off the mesa, and started down the canyon. 

To our left was the mountain. 
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To our right was the mountain torrent. 
At some places the road between them was wide. At 

others it was very narrow. 
With the aid of the lantern, we made our way, slowly 

and tortuously. 
A few miles down, we passed a horse with a bell on it, 

grazing by the road side. We thought it belonged to some 
farmer and had wandered away from home. 

A little farther down, at a point where the space be- 
tween the mountain and the torrent was very narrow, our 
team suddenly brought up with a jerk. 

We peered forward between the horses into the gloom, 
by the light of the lantern, and we saw a rope stretched 
clean across the highway. 

I had been on a train one section of which had been held 
up a few nights before just out of Leadville, and rob- 
bers were fresh in my mind. When I saw that rope, I 
fully expected that the next instant I would be looking 
into the business end of a six shooter. 

But no such event occurred. 
We investigated and found a man lying across the road, 

snugly wrapped in a blanket and tarpaulin, sound asleep. 

He was a cowboy-a plainsman. 
When night came on and he wanted to go to bed, he 

did not look for a house or hotel. He went to bed wher- 
ever he happened to find himself, rain or shine. 

He had stretched the rope across the road to keep his 
horse from wandering down the canyon, knowing that 
he would not wander up very far for the reason that it 
was up hill. 

We woke him up. He rolled over out .of the way and 
we took down the rope and passed on. 

That man belonged to a type that is rapidly disappear- 
ing. 
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Disappearing because the economic conditions are 
changing. The methods of raising cattle are changing. 
They have entirely changed in most parts of the country. 

Of course, there will be men who drive cattle just as 
long as beef is used for food. 

But not the typical plainsman. 
He is the product of his economic surroundings. 

As they fade away, he fades away. He lives in the 
movies-and soon he will live nowhere else. 

THE WAGE WORKING TYPE. 
What is the reason a majority of the people of the 

United States who are engaged in gainful occupations are 
wage earners? 

Is it because they think it is perfectly delightful to 
work for capitalists and get gouged out of most of their 
earnings ? 

Not at all. 

It is because the economic conditions compel them 
to be wage earners. 

A hundred or so of years ago, when there was com- 
paratively little labor saving machinery, when gigantic 
centralized industries were impossible, when wealth was 
not concentrated in the hands of a few, when the tools of 
industry were simple and inexpensive, the prevailing 
methods of making a living caused most people to work 
on their own hook. 

Therefore, there were comparatively few wage earners 
at that time. 

The scarcity of wage earners was wholly due to the 
economic conditions. 

At the present time, the economic conditions are entire- 
ly different. Wonderful labor saving machinery has been 
developed. This machinery makes it necessary for men to 
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work together instead of working separately. It makes 
gigantic industries necessary. A comparatively few capi- 
talists have secured the ownership of these industries. 

The masses of the people are compelled to hire out to 
these few in order to get an opportunity to earn a living 
at all. 

They are literally compelled to be wage workers to keep 
from starving to death. 

Their lives are bound up in the economic conditions. 

THE PRESS. 

The policies of the newspapers are based upon economic 
conditions. 

The Socialist papers reflect the economic interests of 
the working class. 

The capitalist papers reflect the economic interests of 
the capitalist class. 

The business office is the pulse of the capitalist paper. 
Every other feature is regulated thereby. Any deviation 
of the editorial policy of the paper from orthodox capital- 
ism is immediately felt at the financial end. 

Under such circumstances, it is really amazing that we 
get as much truth from the capitalist papers as we do, 
although we certainly get little enough. 

They are bound and gagged by the system. 

When a capitalist paper speaks ill of capitalists or their 
interests, it is usually merely another way of saying that 
the publisher has gone on a strike for higher bribes. For, 
the capitalist papers make the capitalists pay up for their 
support, in numerous ways, sometimes by even putting 
them on the payroll: And the papers give the capitalists 
full value received. 
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Niver a strike occurs but the capitalist papers report 
the matter as if the wage workers were disturbers who 
must be watched carefully lest they break out in riot and 
anarchy. 

It is necessary to read the Socialist papers in order to 
get the truth about anything that concerns the workers. 
A person who confines himself to the capitalist papers, 
not getting any news of the world except what he gets 
through them, does not possess the necessary information 
to come to a logical conclusion on any public question. 
Such a person shuts the door to the real world in his own 
face-the world where the sham and the tinsel are strip- 
ped off and the truth laid bare. In order to read the 
truth, he must read the papers wherein the truth is to be 
found. 

Anyone who cares to investigate can easily discover that 
the capitalist papers constantly report the skirmishes 
in the class struggle between the working class and the 
capitalist class in a manner favorable to the capitalists 
and prejudicial to the workers. 

As a rule, it is the capitalists and their hired thugs who 
are in fact guilty of violence, and the stirring up of vio- 
lence, during strikes. 

Yet, the capitalist papers make it appear that the work- 
ers are the ones who use violence or stir up violence. 

Now and then, the workers do commit violence. But it 
is exceptional. And when they do, it is usually because 
they have been goaded to it by the thugs hired by the 
capitalists to do so. But, usually, they do not even fall 
into that trap. Knowing that the police, the militia, and 
the regular army, are at the beck of the capitalists, the 
workers usually adopt a strict policy of peaceableness, 
and non-resistance even when attacked. And they usual- 
ly live up to that policy almost to the letter. They know 
that to do otherwise would be disastrous. It would bring 
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wholesale slaughter upon them, and it would alienate pub- 
lic sympathy from them. 

Yet, the capitalist papers, in practically every strike of 
any size, give out the impression that the workingmen 
are lawless. 

Often the capitalists and their henchmen practice’the 
most inhuman barbarities upon the strikers and their 
helpers and sympathizers. They have sometimes declared 
martial law when there is no occasion whatever for it. 
They have deported strikers from their homes. 
They have issued the most infamous injunctions. Often 
they put the strikers in vile bull pens. Often they deny 
the strikers the right of free speech. Often they deny the 
strikers the right of peaceful assemblage. Often 
they deny the strikers the right of trial by jury. Often 
they make wholesale arrests of strikers without warrants, 
knowing that they are guiltless of any wrong, but for 
the deliberate purpose of breaking the strike by retiring 
some of the ablest strikers from circulation and putting 
the union to as great expense as possible. These outrages 
have occurred time after time. 

Yet the capitalist papers throw out the impression 
that it is the workers who are lawless, instead of the 
capitalists. 

With a lordly sweep of their blood-stained hanas- 
stained with the blood of those whose lives have been 
blighted, deformed, crippled and shortened by working 
long hours for wretched wages-and also with the blood 
of those whose lives have been brought to an untimely end 
by the mercenary neglect of safeguards in the industries 
-the capitalists cast aside all constitutional guarantees 
and deny the strikers the most fundamental rights. 

And yet, in spite of all this, the capitalist papers pre- 
judice the minds of thousands of the people against all 
strikers as being lawless. 
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They turn the facts right around and cause thousands 
of people to think that the lawless capitalists are law abid- 
ing and that the law abiding strikers are lawless. 

As we have aheady seen, they also constantly take it 
for granted in their columns that the capitalist code of 
morals is true. They thus make a constant effort to im- 
pose that code of morals upon the people. 

In short, the economic urge controls the press. 

ARMIES AND NAVIES. . 

War preparations, as well as wars themselves, are due 
to economic causes. 

Why are all the great nations constantly building battle- 
ships ? 

Why do they constantly keep standing armies drilling, 
ready for carnage ? 

Tlney do these things in order to protect their foreign 
commerce and foreign opportunities for investment. Also 
in order to have troops on hand to help the capitalists to 
win strikes. Economic reasons. 

Under the present pIan of doing things, the industries 
are owned by capitalists, and by combinations of capital- 
ists called corporations and trusts. 

The work of the industries is done by the workers. 
They receive a fraction of the value of their labor. With 
this fraction they are only able to buy a fraction of the 
total product of the country. 

The capitalists and their satellites are not able to con- 
sume all the balance. 

They therefore find it necessary to seek foreign mar- 
kets for it. 
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Other nations are in the same fix. They, too, are on the 
capitalist basis. Their workers receive only a fraction of 
the value of their labor, and are therefore only able to buy 
a fraction of the total product. So, all nations in which 
the capitalist system exists are after the foreign mar- 
kets. They are also after foreign opportunities for in- 
vestment for their surplus capital. And they want to 
protect the investments which they already have, in colo- 
nies and elsewhere. 

These conditions bring the nations into competition 
with each other. They are likely at any time to lead 
to complications that will result in war. 

These are the reasons for the existence of navies. And 
they are among the potent reasons for the existence of 
armies. The capitalists of the various nations desire to 
be prepared whenever this competition leads to war. 

It is, therefore an economic matter. 

And the wars themselves, when they do occur, are due 
to economic causes. 

The Boer war was fought over territory and commer- 
cial and industrial advantages. 

The war between Japan and Russia was fought over 
territory and markets. 

The war in the Balkans was fought over territory and 
markets. 

The Spanish war was fought over territory and mar- 
kets. 

The Philippine war was fought over territory and 
markets. 

The Mexican civil wars have been due to desire for eco- 
nomic reforms. 
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The European war was fought over territory and com- 
mercial supremacy. 

Territory and markets, being interpreted, means invest- 
ments and markets. For, the capitalists of the various 
nations want the various colonies and other attached 
dependencies for the purpose of exploiting them and 
wringing every dollar possible out of them by means of 
investments. 

We have already seen that another potent cause of the 
existence of armies is the fact that the capitalists want 
them to assist in winning strikes. This also is an econo- 
mic cause. 

So, the economic urge is what impels nations to prepare 
for war and to go to war. 

THE TRUSTS. 

The trusts are due to economic causes. 

It used to be thought that competition was the life of 
trade. 

Maybe it was at one time. But that was some time ago. 
It was at an early stage in the development of the capi- 
talist system. 

The capitalists discovered some years ago that competi- 
tion is the death of trade. 

By competing, they merely knifed each other. They 
kept each other from making money. They drove each 
other into bankruptcy. 

So, they began to cast about for some better method of 
doing business. Some method which would relieve them 
of the uncertainties of competition, and also of the expense 
of competition. Some method which would permit them 
;to expend their energies in gouging every dollar possible __YI. 
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out of the working masses, instead of wasting their time 
fighting each other. 

A bright idea came to them. 

That bright idea was combination. 

By combining, they would cease to fight each other, 
and confine themselves to gouging the working masses. 
The uncertainties and expense of competition would be 
eliminated. 

They proceeded to put the idea into practice. 
Our fine crop of trusts is the result. 
The economic urge led to all of them. 

THE LABOR UNIONS. 
Why have the most intelligent workers organized them- 

selves into labor unions? 
Why have they not remained unorganized and just let 

each workingman deal with the employer single handed? 
Because it is to the economic interest of the workers 

to organize into unions. 
They used to be wholly unorganized. Each working- 

man dealt with the employer single handed. In doing so, 
he found that he was at a dreadful disadvantage. He 
had to have employment in order to live. If he asked 
for higher wages, or shorter hours, or better conditions of 
labor, the employer could and did decline the request at 
once. And he had no recourse. He simply had to stand 
for it and take hi.s medicine. 

Such experiences on the part of thousands and thou- 
sands of workers set some of the wiser ones to thinking. 

What they thought was that if the workers would put 
their heads together and make collective bargains with the 
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employer, and collective demands upon him, they would 
have greater power and much more probability of getting 
their demands granted 

No sooner thought than done. 
Or, rather, started. 
For the process has been slow. But it has also been 

persistent. And it has accomplished a great deal for 
those who have gone into the unions. 

The economic urge has therefore been the one thing 
that has led or driven the workers into the unions. They 
have gone into them to better their living conditions. 

TO SUM UP. 

Now, where are we? 
We have found the following extremely important 

events, institutions and conditions due to economic causes : 
The discovery of America. 
The peopling of our country. 
The introduction of chattel slavery into this country. 
The revolution of 1’7’76. 
The civil war of 1861. 
The ancient system of chattel slavery. 
The feudal system. 
The capitalist system. 
Political parties. 
Laws and ordinances. 
Litigation. 
Codes of morals. 
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The westward migration. 

The hunter type. 

The pioneer settler type. 

The plainsman type. 

The wage working type. 

The policies of the press. 

Wars, armies and navies. 

The trusts. 

The labor unions. 

I could go on’indefinitely giving additional illustrations. 
But this is superabundantly sufficient evidence to prove 
the statement which I started out to prove-that the eco- 
nomic factor is the chief factor in shaping social institu- 
tions, the course of events, and the character and opinions 
of the people. 

PINNED TO THE EARTH. 

It may be asked why the economic factor is the most 
potent factor. 

The question is a pertinent one, and it is easy to answer. 
Again, let me illustrate. 

At a social gathering in a certain small town one even- 
ing, the young people were telling hair-raising ghost 
stories. The girls began to congratulate themselves on 
the fact that they did not have to go home alone, for 
they said that they would not dare to. 

But, one young woman made fun of their fears and 
stoutly asserted that she was not afraid of spooks. To 
test her courage, a young man offered her a silver dollar 
if she would go alone to a newly made grave in the ceme- 
tery near by and return. 
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She accepted the challenge. It was decided that she 
should take a table fork with her and stick it in the grave 
to prove that she had really gone there. She. took the 
fork and departed. The rest of the young people enjoyed 
themselves by indulging in many jokes about the creepy 
time she would have in earning that dollar. 

But their merriment was brought to a sudden end by a 
blood-curdling shriek from the direction of the cemetery. 
They ran to the rescue and found the young woman lying 
across the newly made grave in a dead faint. When they 
had carried her to the house and brought her around 
again, she told them in terror stricken tones that when 
she stuck the fork into the grave, something like a hand 
came out of it and siezed her skirt, so she screamed and 
fainted. 

Then the young man who had lifted her from the grave 
explained that she had run the fork through the hem of 
her dress and pinned herself to the ground. 

Now-as soon as your hair has had time to settle-1 
want to call your attention to the fact that all men, women 
and children are pinned to the earth. 

They are pinned to the earth with something that is 
not so tangible that you can sieze hold of it like a table 
fork. 

But it is something infinitely-more powerful. 

They are pinned to the earth by their physical needs. 

They literally must have food, clothing and shelter. 

Without food, clothing, and shelter, they would die. 

Without food, clothing, and shelter, in abundance, and 
obtained with reasonable ease, it is impossible for them 
to improve their minds or avail themselves of the higher 
things of life. 

Food, clothing and shelter are of first importance. 
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Remember, I do not say of greatest importance. They 
are not of greatest importance. Mental, moral and spirit- 
ual things are of greatest importance. 

But food, clothing and shelter are of first importance. 
First in point of time. We literally have to get them be- 
fore we can accomplish anything else. 

The fact that food, clothing and shelter are absolutely 
necessary to sustain human life is the reason why eco- 
nomic conditions are the dominant factor in shaping insti- 
tutions, bhe course of events, and the character and opin- 
ions of the people. 

If the people could live without food, clothing, and 
shelter, economic conditions would probably cut mighty 
little figure. 

But, since they can not live without them, they simply . 
have to yield to economic conditions in order to live. 

WHAT OF IT? 

I have demonstrated beyond all possibility of doubt 
that the main course of society is molded and fashioned 
by economic conditions. 

Now you want to know what of it. 

That is also a pertinent question and easily answered. 

We saw at the outset that our knowledge of the natural 
law of gravitation enables us to forecast the future along 
the lines of its functions. 

We also saw that our knowledge of the natural laws 
governing steam enables us to forecast the future along 
the lines of its functions. 
’ We also saw that our knowledge of some of the natural 
laws governing electricity enables us to forecast the future 
along the lines of its functions in so far as we understand 
those laws. 

i 
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In the same manner, our knowledge of the dominant 
natural law governing society enables us to forecast the 
future of society. 

It enables us to understand the past. 

It enables us to understand the present. 

And it enables us to forecast the main outlines of the 
future. 

This economic law, this natural law-the economic urge 
-enables us to understand the causes of thousands of 
historical events which formerly looked as if they just 
happened to happen. 

We now know that the events occurring in society are 
chiefly caused by the prevailing economic conditions. 

This gives us the key to history. 

It just hangs up an electric light over history and illu- 
minates it. 

It also enables us to understand how we got into the 
perplexing economic dilemma in which we’ now find our- 
selves. 

There are vast numbers of people who are utterly be- 
wildered by this dilemma. 

They cannot understand how it happens that we now 
have widespread poverty in the midst of plenty, when it 
did not use to be so in this country. 

They cannot understand why the people are now divided 
into classes when there did not use to be any clear and 
distinct class lines in this country. 

They cannot understand why it is that a few egregious- 
ly rich men now own the vast bulk of the wealth, when it 
did not use to be so in this country. 

They are hewildered. 
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They cannot see why it is so. 

But the man who understands the economic interpreta- 
tion is not perplexed. 

He knows that these things are simply the natural out- 
come of economic development. 

WHITHER ARE WE HEADED? 

The reason we Socialists take the trouble to call atten- 
tion to the economic urge is because it points right to 
Socialism. 

That is what of it. 

The economic urge makes it perfectly clear that socie- 
ty is developing right into Socialism. 

Let us see just how this is. 

A century or so ago, the tools used in the industries 
were simple and inexpensive. There were no great labor 
saving machines to speak of. That being the case, there 
was no occasion for people to work together in large 
groups, as they do now. Great industry was an impossi- 
bility. Great industry with vast hordes of people working 
together can only exist when there is great machinery to 
work with. So long as industry was carried on by hand 
work with simple tools, it was inevitable that most men 
should work separately, each producing his own product 
and carrying on his own affairs. 

But when machinery began to be invented and introduc- 
ed, all this began to change-to change because the eco- 
nomic conditions were changing-because the simple tool 
was giving way to the machine. When the machine be- 
gan to take the place of the simple tool, men began to work 
together, because that is the only way machine production 
can be carried on. Instead of each worker producing his 
own product and carrying on his own affairs, as had been 
the case when the simple tools were in use, the workers 
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now had to hire out to the men who owned the great in- 
dustries. 

The men who owned the industries also found that 
they could not carry on their business alone. So they 
formed partnerships. Then corporations. Then trusts. 

At first, the owners of the industries usually took an 
active part in their management. 

But, as the industries have grown greater and more 
centralized, most of the owners do not take any active 
part in their management. They play the role of pure and 
simple capitalists, investing their money in the industries, 
drawing incomes from their investments, and doing 
nothing whatever to earn their incomes. 

The workers, on the other hand-who, while they 
owned the simple tools, had been their own bosses and 
could work when they pleased, where they pleased, and 
how they pleased-and sell their product and enjoy the 
proceeds of it-when the simple tools were competed out 
of existence and laid on the junk heap and their places 
were taken by the more efficient machines, the workers 
found that their former independence had faded away and 
that they were now dependent upon the owners of the 
machines for an opportunity to earn a living. 

They found that the employers’ interests were opposite 
to their own. 

They found that it was to the employers’ interest to 
gouge them out of every penny possible. 

They found that it was to their own interest to get just 
as much of the value of their labor as possible. 

They found that in dealing separately with their em- 
ployers they were helpless. 

So they united on the industrial field. Or some of them 
have. The labor union is the result. 
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And they united on the political field. Or some of them 
have. The Socialist party is the result. 

So, we see that on account of this economic change- 
this change from the simple hand tool to the labor saving 
machine-this change from small industry to great indus- 
try-we have developed into a condition where two hostile 
classes face each other in a bitter class struggle. 

On the one hand is the capitalist class-owning the in- 
dustries-wealthy-proud-insolent-drunk with power 
-riding rough shod over the rights of others. 

On the other hand is the working class-scourged but 
not licked-always coming up smiling-learning from its 
defeats-constantly gaining in numbers and in ability- 
an invincible giant who has permitted himself to be de- 
feated so far, but who, as soon as he comes to a realization 
of his power, can win the struggle with ease. 

The workers are fast learning that the capitalists are 
useless-that they are parasites. 

They are fast learning that the men and women who do 
the necessary and useful mental and manual work are en- 
titled to receive the full value of their labor. 

It is to their economic interest to get the full value of 
their labor. 

They will get it. 
But, how? 
They cannot get it by going back to the condition where 

each one worked on his own hook-for the reason that 
industry is now carried on with great machinery which 
one person cannot operate. The only way industry can 
now be operated is by many people working together. 

So, in order to crowd out the useless capitalist--or 
rather to crowd him in and make him earn his own living 
instead of fleecing them out of the bulk of their earnings- 
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it is necessary for them to own the industries together. 

It is necessary to have the collective ownership and con- 
trol of the industries. 

And that is Socialism. 

TIIE NEXT STEP. 

If economic conditions did not have any effect upon the 
human race-if the economic urge were not a reality-if 
people could and did act just as if there were no economic 
conditions-then we would be unable to forecast the fu- 
ture in this manner. 

But the fact that the affairs of the human race are 
mainly based upon economic conditions-the fact that the 
economic urge is a reality-enables us to see plainly that 
Socialism is to be the inevitable outcome of the present 
econom$ conditions and their due development. 

Just as our knowledge of the law of gravitation enables 
us to build a house with confidence that it will stand on 
its foundation-so the dominant law of society-the econ- 
omic urge-enables us to work for Socialism with com- 
plete confidence that we are proceeding in harmony with 
natural law and therefore it is a certainty that success will 
crown our efforts. 

This law is a powerful engine of propaganda for Social- 
ism. 

As soon as a person realizes its truth, he at once recog- 
nizes that Socialism is not a phantasm, but a materializ- 
ing fact. 

He also realizes that Socialism is not away off in the 
future, but that it is the next step. 

If this law did not exist, Socialism would be a utopian 
dream. 
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Since this law does exist, Socialism is a scientific cer- 
tainty. 

It does not enable us to forecast the details of the future, 
but it does enable us to forecast its main outlines. 

You have the necessary data which enables you to tell 
in the main outlines what you are going to do tomorrow. 
You cannot tell the details, but the data in your possession 
enables you to forecast the main outlines. 

So with society. 

Because of this law-the economic urge-we have the 
necessary data which enables us to tell the main outlines 
of the tomorrow of society. We cannot tell the details, 
but the data in our possession enables us to forecast the 
main outlines. 

THROW THE DOORS OPEN! 

We Socialists recognize that the material conditions 
must be remedied iirst. 

Not that we place them first in point of importance. 

Far from it. 

We want to solve the material problems in order to 
release the human race from bondage to material things. 

We want to solve the material problems in order to open 
up the way to the higher things of life. 

Capitalism locks, bars and bolts the masses of the people 
out from higher things of life. 

w  

Socialism will remove the locks, bars and bolts, and 
throw wide open the doors to the higher things of life for 
all the people. 



THE ONLY WAY; 

ORCANIZATIoN 
THE ONLY WAY we’ll ever get Socialism is by -working 

for it UNITEDLY. It’s folly, to be a little Socialist Party 
all by yourself, making a little jab at the enemy here, giving 
a little slap there, registering a diminutive kick elsewhere. 

If  we are to ever overcome capitalism; if we are ever to 
win the world for the workers, we must grow strong by 
UNITED action-the disciplined and well organized action of 
thousands upon thousands of workers, all thinking, planning, 
working toward one and the same end. 

As an individual you can continue to snap at the heels of 
capitalism until doomsday. And what will it profit you? 
You’ll get kicked occasionally, that’s all. 

But as a unit in the world-wide ORGANIZED attempt to 
end capitalism and bid it a glad farewell, you and the rest 
of us TOGETHER can hit telling blows. 

The only way is-ORGANIZATION. Join the Socialist 
Party. Pay dues and attend meetings regularly. Face For- 
ward! Fall in line! Keep in step with the millions of Social- 
ists who have consecrated their lives to make living WORTH 
WHILE. 

And, by the way, we are talking to YOU. 

WE WANT AN ANSWER! WRITE US TODAY. 

NATIONAL OFFICE, SOCIALIST PARTY 
220 So. Ashland Blvd. Chicago, Ill. 

When w&s divided, we’re derided, and we must cringe and 

But wli;nal&I’ED, wrongs are righted, and justice comes 
. 



A WELL BALANCED 
PAMPHLET LIBRARY 

Socialism In Theory 
And In Action 

Attractive Literature at an Attractive Price 

Socialism, What It Is And How to Get 
It, Ameringer ...................... $ .lO 

The Soviets, Rhys Williams. .............. .lO 
Constitution First Socialist Republic ........ .lO 
Manifesto Communist International ........ .lO 
Soviet Russia, Williams. ................. .lO 
100 Years-For What?. .................. .lO 
Labor in Politics, Hunter. ................ .25 
Double Edge of Labor’s Sword, Compers- 

Hillquit Debate ..................... .25 
‘I’he Class Struggle, Kautsky. ............. .25 
Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. .......... .15 
What’s So and What Is’nt, Work ........... .15 

Regular Price ................. $1.65 
Student’s Price (Prepaid). ..... .$1.25 

Order thru 

LITERATURE DEPT., SOCIALIST PARTY 

220 So. Ashland Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 



STUDENTS LIBRARY 

Specially Selected and Priced 
For Thinkera Among Workers 

Send For This List Today: You’ll Thank Us For It. 
Information; Instruction; Entertainment. 

American Labor Year Book. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ .60 
Struggle For Existence, Mills. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 
The Abyss, Kussy. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.50 
History of Socialism in United States, 

Hillquit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75 
Ten Days That Shook the World, John Reed. 2.00 
Communist Manifesto, Marx and Engles . . . . .I0 

Regular Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.95 
Student’s Price (Prepaid). . . . . . . 5.00 

To be effective you must understand evolutionary 
processes and revolutionary developments. This li- 
brary helps immensely. 

Send remittances to 

LITERATURE DEPT., SOCIALIST PARTY 
220 So. Ashland Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 



LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 

SOCIALIST PARTY 
This Department is maintained by the workers of 

America for the sole purpose of enlightening the 
masses. Co-operation in education and organization 
will bring complete industrial and political freedom. 

The important phases of the struggle of the work- 
ers thruout the world for supremacy will be covered 
by this Department thru leaflets and pamphlets. 
Understanding necessarily precedes intelligent action. 
The literature of the National office wiIl be selected 
for the prime purpose of educating and organizing 
the workers of America up to the point where they 
will intelligently end the vicious system of exploita- 
tion that has plunged seventy-five per cent of the 
American people into a bitter struggle for mere ex- 
istence. 

Send a dime occasionally for sample of latest Lit- 
erature. Become one of our growing army of the 
nation-wide literature Red Guard. 

Send 2c stamp for price list. 

LITERATURE DEPT., SOCIALIST PARTY 

220 So. Ashland Blvd., Chicago, Ill. 








